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The Library o~ the Psychological Laboratories 
HEN En1erson I--Iall ,l-ras 
built in 190 5 for tl~ c uses of 
the Division of Philosophy, 

Mr Reginald C. Rob bins, '9 2 t founded 
the Robbins Library of Philosophy, 
adding about volun1cs to the 750 
contained in the old Philosophy Li-
brary and Psychological Laboratory 
previously housed in D anc 1--Iall. The 
Roh bins Library has continued n p to 
the present as a specia] Jibrary of the 
Harvard College Library, at first 1,vjth 
consi d era hle growth, and then, as its 
shel vcs bccainc packcd1 ,vith the main-
tenance of a working library f ron1 
which the 1nore ob solcte boo ks ,vere 
culled every fe,v years~ As of Decen1-
bcr 1 946 it contained 81 oa vol un1 es~ 

No,vt ,vith the fission of psychol-
ogy het,vccn the Dcpartn1cnt of Psy-
chology and the Department of Social 
Rcla tions 1 the Robb ins Library has 
b C!cn split three ,va ys. Til ere rc1nains 
-quite properly~ the Robbins Li-
brary of Philosophy and the p hilo-
so phi cal books aud serials in it. The 
boo ks and serials in social and clinical 
psychology have been transferred to 
the Library of Social Relations across 
the ha11, where as the books and s erj11 ls 
in generalt exp erimcn ta.I., a.nd physi o-
lo gical psyc 11010 gy have been taken to 
the new Library of the Psycl1ological 
Lab oratories in the rccon di cloned 
bas e111en t of M en1orial Hall. The lat-
ter transfer ,vas completed by 2 June 
1947· 

The Psychology J.-ibrnry has been 
built into the center of the new Psy-
chological Lsboratorics. The reading 
room is 19 by 18 fectt with nvo al-

coves, each 4 by 8 f extending in to 
the massive f ou nda tiou s of the oI d 
l\1 erno rial Han. This room and its 
alcoves are surrounded by recessed 
shelves. A1l \Vood\vork is finished in 
light rosy oak. There are oyster and 
rose tiles on the floor t and! since th ere 
are no windo\VS, the illumination js 
fluorescent lighting~ A post in the 
center, necessaty for the support of 
l\-1 em ori al Ha 11 a bovei is surrounded 
by a circular table. Other tab]es and 
ch airs have been insta 11 ed, and with 
the addition of a leather divan and 
son1 c comfortable anu chairs there 
wHl he seats for about twenty-four 
readers. 

Beyond the reading roon1 is a work 
roo1n1 8 by i 8 fee~ \vhcre readers Ulay 
sp tea d out their ,vor k on tables, type 
from books, or use a n1i croft] m pro-
jector~ 

The librarian 1 l\1 rs Ilar barn B. P or-
ter t is located in an ante-room 1 17 feet 
square. Readers enter by this room, 
past a curved counter ,vith a glass 
brick ,vall w hicll serves to isolate t.11 e 
librarian~s office space. For the pres-
ent the Library will be open during 
the working hours of the Laboratories 
- fron1 9 to 1 and 2 to 5. 

The Psychology Library is a ,vork-
ing library for the faculty~ scientists, 
and graduate stud en ts undcrtaki ng re-
search in the Psyc hoI ogical Lab ora-
tor ics. These lab oratori cs incl nde the 
Lab oratory of General Psychology 1 

the Laboratory of Physiological Psy-
chology, and the Psycho-Acoustic 
Laboratory. 

At present the Psychology Library 
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contains fifty files of serj a]s, t\ven ty 
that are closed seriest and thirty that 
are stiU active and growing. Al to-
gether these files total about 1 r oo vol-
un1 es. A few more serials are being 
started and back numbers of them arc 
being sought. The Library has also 
nbout [ l 00 b O oksa Of the 17 00 books 
classi fled as psychology ih the old 
Rob bins Library, Psychology -pro per 
took almost exactly half, leaving the 
other half for the Ljbrary of Social 
Relations. The Psychology Ljbrary 
ha~ in addition, had accretions from 
the old Tutorial Library (incorpo-.-
rated as a who I e) and from perio dica1 s 
assemb]ed by the Psycho-Acoustic 
Laboratory during the war.1 

The cases are six shelves big h. At 
present the nvo bottom shelves arc 
covered with removable panels and 
only the upper four shelves are used. 
There j s thus roon1 for fifty p or cent 
gro,vth. S eria]s ,vj ll account for most 
of the gro,vth, for ,vi th the books of 
a working ]ibrary it is a satisfactory 
policy to let obsolescence balance ac-
cessions. It seems probab1e that ob-
so1escence and ace essi ons may f a11 be-
nveen :five and ten per cent per an-
num, a fairly lo\v figure.. It has be en 
said that ma th em a tics tends to run 
about six per cent~ c hcmistry ab out 
thirteen per ccn t. 

1. An inventory of the Library a!i of 30 
June 194 7 shoi.vs the following composition 
f OI its colfoction: books from Robb ins Li-
brary 8 501 pcrjodicals from Robh ins Libniry 
1 o6j' 1-books from Psychology Tutorial L1-
brary 156, F !:!ria dica.ls from Psycho-Acoustic 
Liiboratory 411-bo ol:s purchased since 1 June 
1947 9; totals I r I 5 Looks:i-1 I 08 periodicals. 
In July the book total \3;.'llS increased by 118 
books from the Psycho-Acoustic Laborn.-
tory. 

Since the Psychology Library js a 
,vorking library, nearly all the vol-
un1 es~ both serials and books, are du pli-
cates of volumes in Widener. Some of 
the more technical volumes, ho,vever, 
are duplicated only in special libraries 
-for the most part in the Depart-
ments of Biology or Physics. As rime 
goes on it ,vill be nccesary also to 
d up1icate some of the books in the 
Library of Sod al Relations. 

"The division of the books b et\veen 
Psychology and Social Relations "\Vas 
not difficult although not conven-
tional. The Psychology Library, as 
residuary Iega tee, took all the general 
texts, exper irn enral and ph ysi olog.ic al 
psy~hology, psychological 1nathemat-
ics, and statistics. Social psychology 
and clinical psychology went to So-
ci a1 Relations.. Personality ,vent to 
Social R elations except ,v hen the bio-
logical basis of personality was stressed. 
Psychological testst other than psycho-
physical n1easuremen t,. were counted 
as allied to clinical psychology.. He~ 
rcdity in relation to genes and chro-
mosomc.s went one way; heredity in 
relation to race jmprovem ent and eu-
genics went the other~ Bi ologjcal evo-
1 u tion went one ,vay, socjal evolution 
the other. Darwin stayed with bio 1-
ogy. Abnormal psychology ,vhen re-
lated to the functioning of the nervous 
system ,vent one "\vay; abnormal psy-
chology when concerned ,vith the ad-
justment of the personality to life 
,vent the o rhcr. Psycl1i c research, a p-
pro pria tel y, split at random. The 
tougher parts migrated to Memorial 
H aU, the sof tcr pieces stayed in Erner ... 
son. 

Enw1N G. BoRING 
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