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“Pitching” is a complete, localized act that turns an idea into reality. When applied to spalete, localized act that turns an idea into reality. When applied to space , it describes 
the quick and temporary transformation of a ground for sleeping. “A pitch” is also the meorary transformation of a ground for sleeping. “A pitch” is also the meaningful distance 
between various points, such as the high and low notes on a musical scale, and in architints, such as the high and low notes on a musical scale, and in architecture, the slope 
of a roof. When applied to space, “a pitch” is the active boundary of a sports arena or a fielied to space, “a pitch” is the active boundary of a sports arena or a field of play. In all 
its tenses, “pitch” overlays boundaries and points of reference onto existing space that wverlays boundaries and points of reference onto existing space that would otherwise 
not relate to the body. For this thesis, “pitch” is a design tool that turns fiction into realitydy. For this thesis, “pitch” is a design tool that turns fiction into reality, providing an 
origin, or at the very least, a convenient point of reference.y least, a convenient point of reference.

Transforming an existing space without rebuilding or demolishing is a form of spatial isting space without rebuilding or demolishing is a form of spatial resistance often 
used by nondominant groups to momentarily exist/survive/express joy/freedom withinnt groups to momentarily exist/survive/express joy/freedom within an adversarial 
landscape. Therefore, pitching is also a way to describe spatial resistance—exemplified e, pitching is also a way to describe spatial resistance—exemplified by quilombos, and 
capoeira rodas—in which impermanence is not only a quality, but a strategy of subversiowhich impermanence is not only a quality, but a strategy of subversion.

Within Los Angeles (a city that exists at the edge of reality in both cinema and urban spr (a city that exists at the edge of reality in both cinema and urban sprawl), the LA River 
exists as a loose index of its natural form. What remains is a body of water cast in concrose index of its natural form. What remains is a body of water cast in concrete. This thesis 
uses “pitch” as both a dimensioning tool and a geometric strategy to create spaces of frea dimensioning tool and a geometric strategy to create spaces of freedom for water 
and people in the concrete container of the Los Angeles River. As a design tool, “pitch” soncrete container of the Los Angeles River. As a design tool, “pitch” suggests both an 
orientation and a temporal point of reference, recategorizing the river from an engineerimporal point of reference, recategorizing the river from an engineering project to an 
architecture project.
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PERMISSION TO 
MEANDER

TEXT FROM THE UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY (EPA) SPECIAL CASE EVALUATION ON THE LA RIVER, 2010
PHOTOGRAPHS FROM THE US LIBRARY OF CONGRESS  



HYDROLOGYHYDROLOGY

ECOLOGYECOLOGY(TOP) PHOTO FROM LOS ANGELES COUNTY PUBLIC WORKS, 2022, accessed November 2023
(BOTTOM) PHOTO OF THE LA RIVER, COPYRIGHT SEPULVEDA BASIN WILDLIFE RESERVE above, the L.A. River looking north 
from the Burbank Bridge in the late 1970’s before giant reed took over., sepulvedabasinwildlife.org, accessed November, 2023



SCREENSHOT OF THE UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY (EPA) SPECIAL CASE EVALUATION ON THE LA RIVER THAT DESIGNATED IT “A TRADITIONAL NAVIGBALE WATERWAY” BASED ON THE 
CREATION OF SEPULVEDA BASIN, 2010, PG. 1

THE “RIVER”THE “RIVER”



THE “FLOOD THE “FLOOD 
CHANNEL”CHANNEL” 



REYNER BANHAM, ‘LOS ANGELES: THE ARCHITECTURE OF FOUR ECOLOGIES” 1971, pg. 13

TO PRODUCE TO PRODUCE 
PARADISE, YOU PARADISE, YOU 
HAVE TO ADD WATERHAVE TO ADD WATER



GOOGLE MAPS SCREENSHOT OF PRIVATE SWIMMING POOLS WITHIN ONE MILE OF THE LA RIVER (OVERLAY)
MAP OF PRIVATE SWIMMING POOLS WITHIN ONE MILE OF THE LA RIVER

so, LOS ANGELES so, LOS ANGELES 
BECAME A CITY OF BECAME A CITY OF 
PRIVATE POOLSPRIVATE POOLS



AND HYPER AND HYPER 
ISOLATIONISOLATION



(L) LINE DRAWINGS OF SOME OF THE PRIVATE POOLS WITHIN ONE MILE OF THE LA RIVER
(M) SCREENSHOT FROM THE LOS ANGELES RIVER MASTER PLAN 2022 (larivermasterplan.org

(R) SCREENSHOT FROM THE LA TIMES ARTUCLE ON CALIFORNIA’S SOLUTIONS TO CLIMATE CHANGE + EXTREME HEAT

AND NOW, EXTREME AND NOW, EXTREME 
HEATHEAT



WHAT IS A NEW WHAT IS A NEW 
PUBLIC PUBLIC 
INFRASTRUCTURE?INFRASTRUCTURE?



ROLAND BARTHES, “WHAT IS SPORT” PG. 57, 2007



(words) “THE MAGIC OF THE SQUEEZE” BY LUCA SMITH SENISE overlaid
(photo) LEONARDO FINOTTI “FUTEBOL: URBAN EUPHORIA IN BRAZIL” 2014



(L) ROLAND BARTHES, WHAT IS SPORT? pg. 47, 2007

(R) A SMALL SQUARE OF CONCRETE REMOVED FROM THE LA RIVER, EXPOSING THE SOIL UNDERNEATH photo by the author, 2019 
(L) SCREENSHOT FROM THE LOS ANGELES RIVER MASTER PLAN, 2022 (LARIVERMASTERPLAN.ORG)



SECTION DIAGRAM, CONCRETE MONOLITH REMOVAL (OVERLAY)
PHOTOGRAPH: FRIENDS OF THE LA RIVER LIBRARY SPECIAL COLLECTIONS



(L) (L) CONCRETE MONOLITH NEGATIVE BECCONCRETE MONOLITH NEGATIVE BECOMES HOT TUB IN THE CONCRETE RIVER BASIN
(R)(R) DIMENSIONAL SIGNIFI DIMENSIONAL SIGNIFICANCE OF 3’ IN ARCHITECTURE



3 PLANS 
(L) EXISTING RIVER + RIVER BED

(C) RIVER, RVER BED + 3’X3’ CONCRETE MONOLITHS REMOVED
(R) SOCCER FIELD BETWEEN CONCRETE REMOVAL



SECTION OF THE CONCRETE RIVER BED WITH 3X3’ CONCRETE MONOLITHS REMOVED



SHADOW AS SHELTERSHADOW AS SHELTER



DIPTYCH, AXONOMETRIC OF THE LA RIVER (L) WITH CONCRETE REMOVED AND FORMED IINTO ROOF (R)DIPTYCH, AXONOMETRIC OF THE LA RIVER (L) WITH CONCRETE REMOVED AND FORMED IINTO ROOF (R)



ACCUMULATION OF 3’X3’ CONCRETE MONOLITHS



 (L) 1/2-SCALE MOCK-UP OF ROOF ASSEMBLY
(R) FULL-SCALE MOCK UP OF 3’X3’ SQUARE



RIVER ROOF CONCRETE MONOLITH ASSEMBLY



DIAGRAM OF RIVER ROOF



RIVER ROOF SKETCH MODEL



DIAGRAM OF VARIABLE ROOF SUSPENSION



MODEL PHOTO



MODEL PHOTO (L)
RIVER ROOF ASSEMBLY STRUCTURE (R)

168 RELOCATED CONCRETE 
MONOLITHS 3X3’

PRIMARY AND SECONDARY 
STRUCTURE



MODEL PHOTO



MODEL PHOTO



PIN JOINT + AXIS ROTATION



MODEL PHOTO



SECTION DETAIL OF RIVER ROOF



PLAN OF RIVER ROOF



MODEL PHOTO


