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Recess Reimagined

The Intergenerational Campus

REC
ESS REIM

A
G

IN
ED

 | TH
E IN

TERG
EN

ERATIO
N

A
L C

A
M

PU
S

A
N

G
EL

A
 L

O
PE

Z-
VI

D
EL

A
 | 

H
A

RV
A

RD
 G

SD



REC
ESS REIM

A
G

IN
ED

 | TH
E IN

TERG
EN

ERATIO
N

A
L C

A
M

PU
S

A
N

G
EL

A
 L

O
PE

Z-
VI

D
EL

A
 | 

H
A

RV
A

RD
 G

SD

Los Angeles



The Problem
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Los Angeles Housing Crisis

Skid Row, June 2021
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Growing Aging Population

6 2 5 12

2016

< 18 years

Percentage-point change of California’s age brackets

18-24 25-64 65+

2060
(projection)

24%
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Social Isolation
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Social Isolation Among Seniors

“Of all seniors living alone and below the poverty line, one out of three sees neither friends nor 
neighbors for as much as two weeks at a time.”

- Heat Wave: A Social Autopsy of Disaster in Chicago by sociologist Eric Klinenberg



Possible Interventions
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Intergenerational Relationships

Up (2009)

Little Miss Sunshine (2006) One Day at a Time (2017)

Black-ish (2014)
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Intergenerational Relationships

Preschool children involved in intergenerational programs had higher personal/
social developmental scores (by 11 months) than preschool children involved in 
non-intergenerational programs. 

Children in schools where older adults were a regular fixture (volunteers working 
15 hours per week) had improved reading scores and fewer behavioral problems 
than their peers at other schools.
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“LAUSD owns an extraordinary amount of real estate. LA Unified’s real estate portfolio—schools, 
administrative buildings, operations facilities, parking lots, and vacant lots— is vast and 
complex, owning 1,200 schools and centers, over 6,400 acres and 3,200 parcels of land, and 
21,000 buildings.”

- LAUSD Real Estate Report (2018)

LAUSD-Owned Land



Related Precedents
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Maslow Development Inc.’s Lighthouse Project is a 15 acre mixed-use development in the urban 
core of Memphis that includes a K-12 school, mixed-income housing, health & wellness facilities, 
and workforce development opportunities.

School, Housing, Public Space

Lighthouse Project
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SD Rio Vista Apartments Sage Park Apartments Selma Community Housing Norwood Learning Village

Neighborhood Glassell Park Gardena Hollywood South Los Angeles

Year Completed 2011 2014 2016 2017

Previous Land Use Parking lot LAUSD joint-use facility LAUSD parking LAUSD parking

Developer Abode Communities Bridge Housing Abode Communities Thomas Safran & Associates

Architects Abode Communities Gonzalez 
Goodale (EEC) Steinberg Architects Abode Communities WHA Inc. (William Hezmalhalch 

Architects)

Total Units 50 90 66 29

Gross Building Area 57,057 sf 110,305 sf 80,158 sf 31,571 sf

Buildings 1
4 stories over 2

4
2-3 stories

1
5 stories over 1.5

6
2-3 stories over 1

Housing on Vacant LAUSD-Owned Land
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Vi at Palo Alto is a continuing-care retirement community on land leased from Stanford 
University.

Residents receive little to no benefits from campus amenities. Residents and students do 
not comingle as much as expected.

Senior Campus Housing

Vi at Palo Alto



Potential Sites
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elementary 
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within LA 
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LAUSD Elementary Schools



5 mi

REC
ESS REIM

A
G

IN
ED

 | TH
E IN

TERG
EN

ERATIO
N

A
L C

A
M

PU
S

A
N

G
EL

A
 L

O
PE

Z-
VI

D
EL

A
 | 

H
A

RV
A

RD
 G

SD

Transit Oriented Communities
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Hospital Areas
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Schools of Interest



5 mi

all LAUSD 
elementary 

schools 
within LA 

City (in TOC 
and near 

hospitals)    
----->
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Schools of Interest



Parcel Analysis
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0.25 mi
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Schools of Interest
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10 Randomly Selected Parcels
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10 Randomly Selected Parcels
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On average, under 30% of the area on LAUSD elementary school campuses is covered by buildings.

LAUSD Elementary School Campus Space
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- LAUSD Playground Handbook

LAUSD Playground Contents
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My Proposal
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build                                          on                                                         using                                                      senior housing elementary school playgroundsLAUSD-owned land
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Rooftop Playground, NYC, c. 1900
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Popular Play/Fitness Overlap

ChildrenSeniors
Bowling

Pickle ball

Gardening

Ping pong

Wii Sports

Swimming

Playing music

Shuffleboard

Cornhole

Arts

Bocce ball

Dancing Basketball

Soccer

Four square

Kickball

Dodgeball

Golf

Mahjong

Pilates

Water aerobics

Tai Chi
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Proposed Program

Housing for retirees

New arts facilities

Play/fitness space

For Residents

For StudentsFor Public

Sports courts

Communal spaces for residents

Parking
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Hobart Boulevard Elementary
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Hobart Boulevard Elementary

100 ft
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Story Time
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Third Floor Plan
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Sixth Floor Plan
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Ground Floor Plan
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Section
3/64”=1’
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Thank you!

REC
ESS REIM

A
G

IN
ED

 | TH
E IN

TERG
EN

ERATIO
N

A
L C

A
M

PU
S

A
N

G
EL

A
 L

O
PE

Z-
VI

D
EL

A
 | 

H
A

RV
A

RD
 G

SD



Thank you!Thank you!

REC
ESS REIM

A
G

IN
ED

 | TH
E IN

TERG
EN

ERATIO
N

A
L C

A
M

PU
S

A
N

G
EL

A
 L

O
PE

Z-
VI

D
EL

A
 | 

H
A

RV
A

RD
 G

SD


	Signed Cover Sheet.pdf
	FINAL THESIS DECK.pdf



