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1.Background
_Rural Tourism in Post-Covid China 
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TOURIST POPULATION GROWTH
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RURAL URBAN COMPARISM
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“ The wide-ranging operations and impacts of urbanization 
process beyond the large centers of agglomeration, including 
zones of recourse extraction, agro-industrial enclosure 
logistics and communications infrastructure tourism and 
waster disposal, which often traverse peripheral, remote 
apparently ‘rural’ or ‘natural’ locations.” 

Neil Brenner 
“Implosion/explosions: toward a study of planetary urbanization”

Rural? Urban?

RURAL VS URBAN 
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Rural Tourism = Capitalist Consumerism Playground?

1. Emergence of Middle Class 

76% of China’s urban population 
became middle class in 2022 

2. Consumerism Oriented  

Express wealth, taste and identity 
26--35 years old (rural tourist) 

prone to focus on experience, quality 
service, the Chinese Idyll lifestyles

RURAL TOURISM
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_The Romantisized Chinese Idyll
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2.The Story
_Rise and Disappearance of Huyuan Town
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79 KM
1H By car
2.5H By Bus

HUYUAN TOWN
Hangzhou, 
Zhejiang 
 
AREA 
125.87 km2

POPULATION
15,169 (2021)

LOCATION 
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TRANSPORTATION
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TOPOGRAPHY SLOPE
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LAND USE
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VILLAGE POPULATION

Home, Homing, Home-Escape
An

na
be

ll
e 

Li
 M

Ar
ch

’2
4

Harvard GSD Master of Architecture Thesis

Achieving Sustainable Rural Tourism in Post-COVID Huyuan Town, China



Home, Homing, Home-Escape
An

na
be

ll
e 

Li
 M

Ar
ch

’2
4

Harvard GSD Master of Architecture Thesis

Achieving Sustainable Rural Tourism in Post-COVID Huyuan Town, China



Home, Homing, Home-Escape
An

na
be

ll
e 

Li
 M

Ar
ch

’2
4

Harvard GSD Master of Architecture Thesis

Achieving Sustainable Rural Tourism in Post-COVID Huyuan Town, China



Home, Homing, Home-Escape
An

na
be

ll
e 

Li
 M

Ar
ch

’2
4

Harvard GSD Master of Architecture Thesis

Achieving Sustainable Rural Tourism in Post-COVID Huyuan Town, China



Home, Homing, Home-Escape
An

na
be

ll
e 

Li
 M

Ar
ch

’2
4

Harvard GSD Master of Architecture Thesis

Achieving Sustainable Rural Tourism in Post-COVID Huyuan Town, China



Home, Homing, Home-Escape
An

na
be

ll
e 

Li
 M

Ar
ch

’2
4

Harvard GSD Master of Architecture Thesis

Achieving Sustainable Rural Tourism in Post-COVID Huyuan Town, China



VILLAGE POPULATION BY AGE
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CITY MIGRATION WORKER

Home, Homing, Home-Escape
An

na
be

ll
e 

Li
 M

Ar
ch

’2
4

Harvard GSD Master of Architecture Thesis

Achieving Sustainable Rural Tourism in Post-COVID Huyuan Town, China



VILLAGE POPULATION
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Dragon Scale Dam

THE RISE OF XIN YI VILLAGE

July 6-7th 2019
2 days
17358 Cars
150 Buses
50,000 Tourists
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VIDEOS

THE SITE THE DAM
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THE DISAPPEARANCE OF HUYUAN

1. DISAPPEARING POPULATION CAUSED BY HOME CONVERTED HOSTELS AND CMW

*Local B&B hotels are mostly converted from private rural houses.

2019

Daytrip tourist 
Overnight-stay tourist 

2020 2021

65.7

11.2

87.5

13.5

107.9

15.6
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THE DISAPPEARANCE OF HUYUAN

2. DISAPPEARING CULTURE CAUSED BY LARGE HOTEL CHAIN CATERING TO 
   “THE ROMANTISIZED CHINESE IDYLL”
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3.Home,Homing,Home-Escape 
_Finding transiciency
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Rural Resident City Migrant 
Worker

Urban Traveler

Home Homing Home-Escape

Home, Homing, Home-Escape
An

na
be

ll
e 

Li
 M

Ar
ch

’2
4

Harvard GSD Master of Architecture Thesis

Achieving Sustainable Rural Tourism in Post-COVID Huyuan Town, China



Home, Homing, Home-Escape
An

na
be

ll
e 

Li
 M

Ar
ch

’2
4

Harvard GSD Master of Architecture Thesis

Achieving Sustainable Rural Tourism in Post-COVID Huyuan Town, China



Home, Homing, Home-Escape
An

na
be

ll
e 

Li
 M

Ar
ch

’2
4

Harvard GSD Master of Architecture Thesis

Achieving Sustainable Rural Tourism in Post-COVID Huyuan Town, China



Transient Space Permanent Space

Shared Space

Private Space

Guest Room

Produce Drying 
Room

Gallery/
Cafe/

Workshop/
Agriculture
Equipment Room

Private
Farming lot

Courtyard

Living 
Room/

Ancestral Hall

Kitchen

Circulation/
Corridor

Bathrooms

Garden

Bedrooms
Farm Storage

Laundry

Migrant Worker
Bedroom

Living 
Room

living
tourism

production
ancilary
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Ancestral Hall

Produce Drying Room

courtyard

Workshop/
Agriculture
Equipment Room
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4. The Four Houses
_Achieving Sustainable Tourism
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THE SCREEN HOUSE

Built-In Business

2. long-term artist apartment 
with studio rental
3. 2 guestrooms 
(can be converted to family 
bedrooms)

For Family
1. 2-4 bedrooms 
2. 3 bathrooms
3. full workshop with outside 
kitchen
4. rooftop harvest drying 
space
5. farm produce storage
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THE SCREEN HOUSE_FLOOR1

STREET

NEIGHORHOOD

FARM

ALLEYWAY

public

transient

shared with permission 

private
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RKSHOP THE SCREEN HOUSE_FLOOR1_WORKSHOP
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THE SCREEN HOUSE_FLOOR2

public

transient

shared with permission 

private
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THE SCREEN HOUSE_FLOOR3

public

transient

shared with permission 

private
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THE SCREEN HOUSE_FLOOR3_ARTIST STUDIO
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THE SCREEN HOUSE_FLOOR3_COURTYARD
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THE SCREEN HOUSE_FLOOR3_WINTER GARDEN
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THE SCREEN HOUSE_FACADES

STREET FACING

FARM

PRIVATE ALLEYWAY

NEIGHORHOOD
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THE SCREEN HOUSE_AXONS
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THE SCREEN HOUSE_AXONS
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THE STACK HOUSE

Built-In Business

2. art gallery for rent or 
self owned

For Family
1. 5 bedrooms 
2. 4 bathrooms
3. full workshop with outside 
kitchen
4. rooftop harvest drying 
space and terrace
5. farm produce storage
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THE STACK HOUSE_FLOOR1

STREET

NEIGHORHOOD

FARMALLEYWAY

public

transient

shared with permission 

private
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THE STACK HOUSE_FLOOR2
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THE STACK HOUSE_FLOOR3_GALLERY
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THE STACK HOUSE_FACADES

STREET FACING

FARM

PRIVATE ALLEYWAY

NEIGHORHOOD
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THE STACK HOUSE_AXONS
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THE S  HOUSE_AXONS
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THE DEEP HOUSE

Built-In Business

2. rooftop cafe
3. 4 guestrooms
(can be converted to family
bedrooms)

For Family
1. 4-6 bedrooms
2. 4 bathrooms
3. full workshop with outside
kitchen
4. rooftop harvest drying
space
5. farm produce storage
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THE DEEP HOUSE_FLOOR1

STREET

NEIGHORHOOD
FARM

ALLEYWAY

public

transient
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private
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THE DEEP HOUSE_FLOOR2

public
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THE DEEP HOUSE_FLOOR2_PATIO
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THE DEEP HOUSE_FLOOR3

public
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THE DEEP HOUSE_FLOOR3_PRODUCE DRYING ROOF TERRACE
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THE DEEP HOUSE_FLOOR3_COURTYARD
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THE DEEP HOUSE_FACADES

STREET FACING

FARMPRIVATE ALLEYWAY

NEIGHORHOOD
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THE DEEP HOUSE_AXONS
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THE DEEP HOUSE_AXONS
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THE DOUBLE HOUSE

Built-In Business
1. Duplex for smaller families
2. 3 guestrooms each side

For Family
1. 3 bedrooms 
2. 3 bathrooms
3. rooftop harvest drying 
space
4. farm produce storage
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STREET

FARM

ALLEYWAY ALLEYWAY

THE DOUBLE HOUSE_FLOOR1

public

transient

shared with permission 

private

Home, Homing, Home-Escape
An

na
be

ll
e 

Li
 M

Ar
ch

’2
4

Harvard GSD Master of Architecture Thesis

Achieving Sustainable Rural Tourism in Post-COVID Huyuan Town, China



THE DOUBLE HOUSE_FLOOR2

public

transient

shared with permission 

private
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THE DEEP HOUSE_FLOOR2_BEDROOM
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THE DOUBLE HOUSE_FLOOR3

public
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private
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THE DOUBLE HOUSE_FLOOR3_CORRIDOR
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THE DEEP HOUSE_FLOOR3_COURTYARD
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THE DOUBLE HOUSE_FACADES

STREET FACING

FARM

PRIVATE ALLEYWAY

PRIVATE ALLEYWAY
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THE DOUBLE HOUSE_AXONS
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THE DOUBLE HOUSE_AXONS
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5. CHOOSE YOUR NEIGHBOR
_CLUSTER AND INFILL PROGRAM
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THE CLUSTER SITE
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THE CLUSTER SITE
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THE CLUSTER SITE
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THE INFILL
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Thank You

Home, Homing, Home-Escape
An

na
be

ll
e 

Li
 M

Ar
ch

’2
4

Harvard GSD Master of Architecture Thesis

Achieving Sustainable Rural Tourism in Post-COVID Huyuan Town, China


