
 
 
 

Our Village: a Queer Paradise in the 1980s 
 

A Thesis Submitted to the Department of Architecture 
Harvard University Graduate School of Design, by 

 
 
 

Yaxuan Liu 
 

In Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Degree of 
[Master of Architecture] 

 
 
 
 

May 2021 
(Month and Year Thesis Submitted) 

 
 
 

“The author hereby grants Harvard University permission to reproduce and 
distribute copies of this thesis, in whole or in part, for educational purposes.” 

 
 
 
 

(signature)          (signature) 
 

            
  
[Student Name]           [Thesis Advisor Name] 
         



Thesis Credits and Attributions 
Yaxuan Liu 
Spring 2021 
 
My thesis is comprised of collages I made to represent the background of a fictional architect 
from the 1970s. The clippings utilized in the collages are sourced from a variety of historical 
cultural sources including the following but not limited to: 
 
1964 New York Expo 
Alvin Baltrop 
Andy Warhol 
Annie Leibovitz 
The Beatles 
Beefcake 
David Rumsey Historical Map Collection 
Dirk Rowntree 
Equal 
It’s a Sin 
Katsu Naito 
Keith Haring 
Legendary 
Leonard Fink 
Library of Congress 
Mario Ruiz 
Mattachine Society 
Mitchell Giurgola 
MOMA  
Morgan Gwenwald 
My House 
Nelson Sullivan (5 Ninth Avenue) 
NYC Municipal Archives 
New York State Archives 
New York Times 
NYPL Digital Collections 
Paris is Burning 
The Queen 
Robert Indiana 
Rupaul’s Drag Race 
Ruth Orkins 
Shelley Seccombe 
The Stonewall Oral History Project 
Mr. America 
Vogue 
The Wedding Banquet 
Wigstock  
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