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An 1862 Alice: “Cross Purposes ; or,

Which Dreamed It?
Robert Lee 1 olff

NCF. UPON & TIME, there was a little girl named Alice, who
was complaming half-aloud in her canopied bed one even-
ing because the rosy light of sunset was dymg down and
cverything was turning gray. When the tiny fairy Peasc-
blossom appeared and invited Alice to go with her on a teip into the
sunset, Alice accepted the invitation, and began to get up. Suddenly

she found that she was no bigger than the fairy; and when she stood up on the
counterpane, the bed looked like a preat hall with a painted cciling. As she
walked towards Pcascblossom, she stwnbled several times over the tufts that
made the pattern. But the fairy took her by the hand and led her towards the
foot of the bed. Long before they reached it, however, Alice saw that the
{airy was a tall, slender lady, and that she hersell was quite her own size. What
she had taken for tufts on the counterpane were really bushes of furze, and
beoom, and heather, on the side of a siope,

"They are in the countryside, and oft on their adventures.

The passage is arrcsting when onc remembers Alice’s namesake,
whose frequent changes of size and their accompanying dislocations
have prompied so much comment from psychologists. T'his Alice has
been caught twice while she is shrinking: first when she has shrunk to
the size of Peaseblossom, and again when the process is complete, and

- she has become the proper size relative to Peaseblossom in her new
incarnation: a little girl accompanying a fairy who is a grown-up. Our
Alice is the heroinc of a fairy tale called “Cross Purposes,” written by
George MacDonald (18235-190¢5), novelist and mystic, now remem-
bered chiefly for his children’s staries, Az the Back of the North Wind
(1871), The Princess and the Gaoblin (1872), and The Princess and
Curdie (1848, 1882), and for his two remarkable dream-narractives for
adults, Phantastes (1858) and Lilith (1895). “Cross Purposcs” ap-
peared in Dealings with the Fairies, a small volume of MacDonald’s
coliceted stories, in 1864, two years after Alice in Wonderland was
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first published. So, on an carlicr occasion, when writing abount Mac-
Donald’s work, I quite nacarally pointed out that in this passage he
was Imitating the Alice of his good friend Lewis Carroll. Tt was true,
I noted, that, before he had mer Carroll and long before Alice, Mac-
Donald in Phamntastes had gor che hero out of his bedroom, into his
dreams, and away into the scenery of fairvland with similar skill. But
m “Cross Purposes” the size-changes and the 1denticy of name, 1 as-
sumed, were borrowed from Lewis Carroll 2

There has, however, just come to hand a sec of Beerow’s Christimas
Annuals — a popular magazine published once cach year at Christmas
— beginning with the first number, for 186o. In the number for the
third season — Christmas 1862 — George MacDonald’s “Cross Pur-
poses” appears: its hitherto unrecorded first publicarion, The Chrise-
mmas Anatals went on public sale about 1 December, and were
distributed to newsagents and booksellers well before that in prepara-
tion for very large sales running to-tens of thousands of copies. Ilven
given the speed and docility of London printers in the 186os, each
number would have had to go ro press no later than 15 October. And
of course any story scheduled for publicarion in it would have had to
be completed considerably carlier than that. So we are reasonably safc
in conjecturing that George MacDonald had actually completed
“Cross Purposcs™ by early October 1862 at the latest, If the cditor of
Beetoi's Christinas Annnals was as exigent as other editors of similar
publications, July or August 186z would be an even morc probable
date.*

* Quotatton from George MacDonald, Deaiiuigs wwith rhe Fairies {London: Stra-
han, 1867), pp- 210-21i. The story was later reprinted in the ten-volume T orks of
Fancy md frnagination (London; Strahan, 8y1), IX, 3—go, re-issued in 1876 and
1884, It has recently come back inra print in George MacDonald, The Gifts of the
Child Christ, Fairyiales and Stories for the Childiike, ed. Glenn Edward Sadler
{London and Oxford: A. R. Mowbray, 1973), I, 179~198. For = recent collection of
essays on Lewis Carroll’s Alice, including both Freudian and Jungian contributions
and a useful bibliography, see Robere Phillips, ed., Aspects of Alice. Lewis Carroll’s .
Dreanichild as Scen through the Critics” Looking-Glasses (London: Gollancez, 1yyz),
For my earlier comments on “Cross Porposes,” Robert Lee Wolff, The Golden Key.
A Study of the Fiction of George MacDonald {New Haven: Yale University Press,
1061), pp. 128-12¢9. Both Freudian and Jungian concepts were used in discussing
MacDonald's life and writing.

*The standard bibliography of MacDonald is ], M, Bullach, “A Bibliography of
Genrge MacDonald,” Aberdcen University Library Bulletin, V:30 {Vebruary 1¢z25),

679-747. reprinted in an edition of fifty copies as A Cemtenniad Ribliography of
George MacDonald (Aberdeen: University Press, ro25)., The entry on “Cross
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This renders it impossible any longer to assert that MacDonald was
imitating Carroll’s Alice when he made his Alice change her size,
Carroll told the original version of Alice’s Advemtures Underground
to the three Liddell girls and Canon Duckworth on the picme of 4
July 1862. Bur he did not begin to write 5t down until 13 November
1862, well after “Cross Purposes” had been finished. Fe did not com-
plete it undil about 1o Tebruary 1863. And soon afterwards he gave 1t
to the MacDonald family o rcad. On ¢ May 1863, he wrote in his
diary, “Heard from Mrs. Maclonald about Alice’s Adventures Under-
ground, which T had lent them to read, and which they wish me to
publish.” George MacDonald’s son, Greville, born in 18356, twice long
afterwards told in print how the MacDonald children’s beloved “Uncle
Dodgson™ had asked George MacDonald’s opinion of his manuscript,
“illustrated with pen-and-ink sketches by himself and minutely penned
in printing characters,” MacDonald suggested that lus wifc read the
story to their children as an cxperiment, Greville recalled rthar —
aged six — he had “exclaimed that there ought to be sixty thousand
volumes of it.” He did, however, resent the sudden cnding pre-
cipitated by Alice’s discovery (and announcementt) that the characters
were all a pack of cards. And Lewis Carroll, wha did not like litde
boys as a usual thing, certainly made an exceprion for Greville.®

Purposes” appears on p. 15 of the reprint and mentions no periodical appearance
before book publication in 1867. Bulloch’s work is thorough, and 1 relicd on it in
wriing my book. But “Cross Purposes” first appeared on pp. 58-63 (small priat,
double columins) in Beetow’s Christmas Annual. (Third Season) Edited by the Pab-
lisher. (London: S. O. Beetan, [1862]1), While there is no date on the title page,
the date 1862 is a certainty. Each issue of the Annwal, beginning with the first, was
published with an inserted beautifully-illuminated “Almanac™ i.e. a calendar, with
all Church holidays noted, for the coming year. The set of Anwuals has these Al-
manacs preserved, and that in the number for the third season is for 1863; so the
number was issued for Christmas, 1862, In the issue for the first season there is no
Almanac, bur in its place a voucher, dated 8 December 1850 (further evidence, if
any were needed, for the date of 1862 for the third season), in which the publisher,
S. O. Beeton, explains that 20,000 copies of the Awznnal with the Abmanac had al-
ready been sold, and that the supply of Almanacs was temporarily exhausted, The
voucher entitled a purchaser of the An#al to obtain a free Alimanae {rom his book-
seller, when they were again available. If 20,000 copies had been sold by 8 December
1860, the dare of 1 December for public sale is surely a conservative cstimate, As
for the time when manuscripts were due, the unpublished manuscript diarics of Mary
Elizabeth Braddon, who between 1878 and 18¢2 edited her own Christimas annual,
The Mistletoe Bough, show that she had all copy for cach Christmas issue available
for editing by the previous August,

*WW. H. Bond, “The Publication of Alice’s Advenrures in 1V onderland,” Tar-
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Truc, Lewis Carroll and the MacDonalds were mtimate friends, and
1c was natural for him to give them his manuseript to read. But for the
first time it is now clear that he did so two months afzer George Mac-
Donald’s “Cross Purposcs” had been published in Beeton's Christnias
Anmual for 1862, So it is plausible to suggest that Carroll had read
“Cross Purposes,” and had been struck by the heroine’s name and
sudden double shrinkage. Carroll’s heraine had ro be named Alice after
Alice Liddell; so that was pure coincidence; but he may possibly have
borrowed the contractions of George MacDonald’s Alice. And if he
did not borrow them, he must have been astonished, on reading “Cross
Purposes,” to find his {riend independently working the same vein of
fantasy. Would he not — before going to a publisher — have becn
still more anxious to share with George MacDonald his discovery that
their imaginations had becn busy with the same pln:nonmxm"j So while i
it cannot be proved thae Carrol) was inspired by “Cross Purposes™ or

“cleared” his Alice wirh MacDonald before publishing ir, it is surely
possible. In any case his far more arhletic herojne did not begin to
change her size on paper until after MacDoenald’s Alice had already
done so.?

varp Ligrary Buirrry, Xi3 (Avrumn 1956}, 306-324, gives the chronology for the
carly progress of Afice summearized here. Jn addition, see Greville MacDonald,
(icorge MacDonald and bis 1Wife (London: Allen and Unwin, 1924}, p. 342, 2nd
Reminiscences of a Specinfist (London: Allen and Unwin, 1932), pp. 15-16. When
the six-year-old Greville was sitting to the sculptor, Alexander Munro, who vsed his
head as a model for the Boy Riding a Dolpbin fountain in Hyde Park, Lewis Carroll
pointed out to the child how uselul it would be #f his head were actually made of
marble: he would never have to comb his hair or try to learn his lessons. And Carroll
sketched Greville, holding his new marble head in his hands, and terri{ying Munro
with it

* The remainder of “Cross Purposes” is very different from Alice, except insofar
as the heroine’s lengthy adventures prove to be 2 dream that had lasted only a few
moments, since the sunset light has not vet aItogether faded when she awakens.
MacDonald made his Alice a squire’s daughr:er and a “silly” child with cthat special
sanctity that he, like Wordsworth, attributed to the slow-witted. On her trip to
fairyland she falls in love with a poor village boy, from whomn she separates at ance
after their return to their homes. Qnly in fairyland can there be a suecessful love
afFair across class lines.
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