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I 

Jan1es Benjarn.in Clark and the Southern 
Experience at Harvard College 

in the Civil War Era 
\~ 1 i I liaJJ! Bravern2a11 

N l he dec~de before the Civil '''a.r, dcspj tc the <lra n1atic rj sc in 
scctiona] tension., young southern students continued to comt to 
the very heart of a bolitjoni st J\1 assachuset ts. The I-I arvard Col-
1 cgc Classes of l 855 through 1861 contained 67 southerners, out 

of a totfll enrol1n1ent of 623. or these 67 students, 40 rccei\'ed the 
bachtlor of arts degree; Lhc rernaining 27 stayed in Can1bridgc 
het\veen one and seven terms. The southern students ,vcrc introduced 
to a nationa]iztng education~ during ,vhich they bccan1e classn1atcs~ 
rjvals, and oftcntin1cs friends ,vith young n1en of vadous back-
grounds ... ~1ort than ont third of the southern students (cotnpared to 
one fifth of the northerners) dropped out or perf onncd so poorly that 
they \Vere ilS kcd to ]ca,1c; but for those ,v ho staye<l ] ong enough to 
1neet and understand the \Tankcc, their exposure brought an increased 
a\\ ·a rencss of both the i\n1crican chriracter and of regionu] di stinc-
tions. 1 Of coursc 1 this brief experience did not negate their ]if e-long 
tics to fan1ily, to state, and to region. 1l1us, it is no 1norc surprising 
that they joined the Confederate arn1ies than that their northern 
cl ass1nates en lisLed in Union arn1 ics. l~vcn so, despite their partici-
pation on opposite sides of the battlcfic]d, n1any c]assrnates ren)ained 
friends. \\'hen the ,var ended~ son1e n1en1bers of lhe 1-I:irvard C]asses 
of 185 5 through 1861 n1et at reunions; others continued a friendly 
co rre~ pon de nee. 

l 'rherc arc::-nvo 11npnhli.,hcd lists of southern Hudenls in the Harvard Univer.i;;it}' 
A re h i\'es; sec \ V. A . La urc nee, H Li st of S uu thC"rn Students AJ mi ttcd tu E-b r\'a rd Ilctwee n 
1826 and 1865 , ... , I fon·~rd Un,,·crsity A rchin::s~ sc.:c abn E\·a G. J\1oon;1 uLh1 of I farvard ~~lcn 
\ Vh n Sc;r\'e<l in the-Confcd c.::rn t c: S cn· i-cc-186 l-1865 ;'1 I I a n·.ud Un h·crs it y Ard I h·es. l\ 1 y 1 i st 
of ~tudi.:ul8 was deri,•cd fron1 tl1ese two sources :is well as from a reading of the College 
Cat:1fo-gu{'-s; see Catalogue cf the Ofjiars and Studentr of llaJ"'i...YJrd Uuir;xrsity, from l85 2 to 1861. 
Rcfr rl·n cc~ tu st utlcnt s a reg [\·en with t hd rd ass year, CV(;n for in u d.cn ts who did r, ot grad uM c. 
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For 1nost of the ~outhcrn students, their 1-Iarvard education n1arked 

the first ext.ended stHy outside their nati\re region, although a sn1all 
n1inority had allendcd J)hil]ips Exeter Acade1ny in Ne\v Han1pshrrc. 2 

·rhc great ,najority of students prepared for college in smal1 private 
schoo]s or ,vith a private tutor ,vho taught then1 Greek, Latin, math-
c1n atics, and nnci en l hislory. 3 lvlany of the tutors \Vere I-Ia rvard 
a] u n1ni ,vho genen1ted jn their students a desire to enrol I in 1 heir a ln1a 
n1atcr. 4 ,,,rhcn the studenLs had con1p]ctcd th~ir private school tn1in-
ing, they occasiona1ly spent several \\'Ce~s near 1-Iarvard studying 
,vith recent graduates or current students in order to pass the difficult 
en rrance exan1ina tions. 

A hnost aH the southern students can1e 1ron1 cities, the great n1ajori-
ty f ron1 Daltirnurc and Nc\v ()r]eans. Except for severa] of the stu-
dents fronl N e,v Orleans, the southerners carne frorn English stock, 
n1ost or \vhon1 had l ivcd in J.\mcrica for at 1 east t,vo generations. 
Fathers \Vere often la\\'yers doctors~ or large-scale planters \\rho cou Id 
easily afford to .send their sons to private schoo1s. Several of the 
stud cnts 3 fathers and brothers ,vere lhem se]v-cs 1-I a rvar<l gradua res. 5 

1-larvard's seven gra.dunting classes bet,veen 185 5 and 1861 inc]uded 
descendants of ,vca]thy and po,verful southern fan1i]ics: young 1nen 

2 l'h ey \' ·ere: J a 1ncs Ccn as 15 6 :1 nrl R i) · rnond Eger ton 5 6 (.1 f cmorial of I he Ha r1:x1ni Cnlle,ge 
C/a.iS vf 1 S56 Prepared for the Fif1ie1h Annitten~ry ef Gr,uhmticm [Boston, l 90u]i pp. 181 8 3)1 rend 
f' r.a nci s F renc-h 5 7 {A mo.~ Tue k Frcn c I 11 c-d. , L"xcte r tr ml I I a nx1rd Eight)' J cars Ago: }rm rua/J 
mrd Leltrrs of F. 0. French "5 7 (Chesler~ New 1 latnpshirc, 1932]). 

3 Only one studenttJolrn J.1col•scn 156~ LrkHy aucrukd a puLlic schoo, before cntctiug 
Ha n·:i rd; see '1 iemfJr io l ef 1/x H flrvard Ccl1ege Cfo.Js of IS 5 6 (n utc 2). p. l 66. 

4 John Prentiss i 18 turorcd ncnrly nll of the Baltimore students. For a statc1ncn1 nlJout 
his inftuc-ncc on his s:tudcnL,;;3 ~c-c Robert Gd!5ton's autobiographical account of his pn:-
1-3:arvard education in Clas:s Book, 1858, I Inn·anJ Gnin.-:rsity Archives. 

5 Students v.'ho had rclatl\·cs •ncludc-d H.olicn B4,rr"J\\\::II '55., John Alston 15 7, \Villia1n 
Elliott l57 1 James _i\·foy "58~ and Rohen i\-lccnrningcr ]59. The: 5ucioccoriomic l)ackgro11nrl of 
the southern :studc-nts -echoes the norther.n paHc1·n1 as dbc.:u~~cd in Stcpht>n Thernstrom?s 
cs~ay •~P(]or hut 1-:lop{{ull Schohrst in Glimpses c,f the Har-van/ Pat! (C~mbridgc: Han·ard 
t:' n iH;rsi t y Press I I 9 8 6 ). Inf or rnado n concerning th c som hcrn s l u<lc [HS• gr nl'J log icfl 1 back-
ground i.lnd educational preparation l\'a~ gatJicrc-d fron• die C/(1.il RfporlJ and Chiss Iloob: in 
the I-fan 11 r<l Uni vcr.s Lt y Arch i\'cs. Th c Closs Repr,rts, pti n t cd for tht:-pri\'atc us c of Ha.n·c1 rd 
CoHtgc cl~ss~ an.~ is!iucd pcrcodccal!y in the ycar5i after gra.du.:itiorl. "I 'he Cl:ass Iloo~s ::ire fol10 
nHLUL•script \Olumc~ in ·which students \\Tote: aulohtograrhic:11 stMcntcrns and oftC"n pro\·ided 
an acco1.1nl of their '9nccstry. After graduation, the f.:las.'i Secretary :1dd1.·c.l tCJ the Clas:s Book 
,r:-.riou.~ conlmunie:::i.tions from d:1ssmatcs and their families:, ~s wdl as rlC-\\'Sp~pcr cltppings. 
Tl1e Class Book \\.'HS lo uc turned o\·cr to the 1-farvard Library after thr dc41tti of the las:t 
rnen1 ber of th c da !is; and this \~ ·as u iarn 11 y d,) n{;. Cl a :.-:s nooks were p rcpa red tl l rou g ho u t mo st 
of l he-n i nctt:cnth ccntu ry. Both the C. lass Book~ n nd the Cltl.~·r ReporJ i a re an in va 1 ua b le :!i ou rec 
of I )iogra p h ic.1 I in form~ t ion about I-I a n·a rd st udcn ts. 
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such as Iiobcrt l\1cn1n1ingcr '59~ ,vhose father served as the (:onfcd-
{Tacy 's sccret;l ry of the 1 rensu ry, and Tlo bcrt Barn,vcl1 '5 5, scion of 
l~obcrt B::1r·n,vcH '2 J J l}. S. senator, signer of the Confederate Con~ 
stitu tion and I arge plantation ho]dcr in Beaufort, South Caro] inn. 
\l'i1lian1 ~'Rooney'1 l...ee '58., had the n1ost f,lnlous farher or all the 
souLhern students, l~obcrt E. Lee; ~!though the yonng Lee did not 
graduate, he ]cft an indc]iblc inlpression on ·his classn1atc 1--Icnry 
_A.dan1s '5 8, ,vho in1n1orta I izcd the 1 an ky southerner in T'be Education 
ef Hen')' 11 d11u1s. 

Another southerner ,vho made a particularly strong and favorable 
in1pression on his c]assma tcs \\':-lS J a n1es Ren j an1in (]ark '5 5; they 
chose l1i1n class orator., the highest nonacaden1ic honor that could be 
bcsto,vcd on a senior by his classn1ates. C]ark's historjca] importance 
is due nut only to his select ion as orator~ \vhic.h distinguishes hin1 
fron1 the other southerners., but also to his letters to the class secre-
tary, \\1h1ch shed light on the little-kno\vn experience of the solll hero 
students both gt I larva rd (:allege in the 18 50s and in the Civil \\ 7nr. 

James (]ark \Vas born in North Carolina in 1834~ the tenth chi]d 
of Genera] '''il1 ian1 and Loui s:t l'carce (I .. anier) (]ark. I-Ii s f athcr 
n10Ycd to Jackson, l\.-'lississippi, during Clark's infancy and bccan1c a 
large plantation o,vner and pro1ni nent citizen, rising at one tin1e to 
state trcasu rcr. l\.-1rs. Clark d icd \V hen J ::11nes ,vas fiyc years o]d, leaving 
hin1 to the care of his sisters in Jackson. ~(The great event of n1y life/" 
\VfOtc C]ar k in 1905, occurred \Vhen '~I left n1 y Southern home for 
Har\·.ard." He arrived in Cn1nhridge ,vith an A. B. fron1 1:r.ank]in 
Co1lege, near N::1shvil1e, Tennessee. Franklin cn1phasi1..e<l n1:1nual 
]ahor, not scholarship; each student ,vorkcd t\VO and a half hour.s a 
day in the garden '\vith spade, ra kc and hoe, p1anting and culturing 
vegetables.""' (]ark graduated at age 16 at the head of his c1ass and ]cft 
the country-bred students for the charTns of his nu1rried sister's ho1ne 
in I-lolly Sprjngs, !vlississippi. He quickly f eU in love,. "deeply, bcau-
tifu1Jy and uricfJy,n ,vith 1'11ary Carothersl uas charming a m~iden as 
ever ~ct a boy 1s hcttrt on fire.n TJ~spitc .iv1ary"'s charn1s~ he soon ]eft 
the comforts of his sister~s horne and returned to Jackson, i\1is~i~-
s1 ppi. 6 

6 All f1UOtation~ :ire fro1n J::uncs Benjamin Cbrk w E1h,.-in llale Abbott~ 27 J ::1.nuary 
l 905, Secretary's F~le, Class of l85 5 ! Harv,.nl U111\'C-rsity A.rd1ires. 
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"rhere CJ nrk entered the la\,· office of his brother l{obcrt \vho 

started h in1 on a genera 1 rc::tdi ng course of nine hours a d ~r th at 
included the O1d and Nc,v ·rcstarnents, Rollins's Ancient 1/isto;)i, 
P]utarch's /jves, 'lacjtus, and Xenophon. ,\lhcn ctt the end of 1 ,~Jo 
years he had devoured "everything in the lives uf history, biography, 
rornance, poetry, and travc]t he decided to n1atriculate at. \\'hat he 
had heard \\'3S the best schoo] in the United States, 1-Iarvard Col]egea 7 

En route north, C]ark stopped to visit his brother Sain, ,vho ,vas 
in Phi]ade]phia studying medicineJ and Hthcncc to \\ 1ashington 1 D.C., 
to ,vitness the inaugura.Lion of ])resident l1~ranklin Piercca 1' (Jn reach-
ing-Cambridgc 1 he \Vent directly to Harvard President Jared Sparks 
,vith a letter of recornn1endation fron1 his brother llobcrt, ,vho '\vas 
an cxci tab] e, enthusiastic n1an, and in that epist]e he touched matters 
up in ]ively fashion." Sparks read the ''eff usivc letter and told n1e 
,vha t to do, a s1ni le on his noble, pa tern al face. I f cl t l had found a 
fricnd."8 Because (]ark had a1rcady con1p]eted the college course at 
Frank1in, Sparks recon1n1cndcd that he enter the sophun1orc class. 
l\1atriculation in an advanced c]ass \Vas rare but not entirely unheard 
of, parricularl y for sou thcrn students., rnany of ,v horn hnd been pre-
pared in Southern colleges. Clark had gotten through the adrnission 
process exceedingly easily~ I-Iis brother's letter fulfiHed the require-
rnent for up roper tcstinlonials of a good mora] charactern that every 
prospective student had to produce; and Clark had heen spared the 
ordeal of adn1ission tests. 9 

l~or most students entrance to I-Iurvard ,vas preceded hy a difficu]t 
process of \Vrittcn examinations and recitations. I-Iarvard adn1inis-
tcrcd the t,vo-dny cxan1inations on the l\1onday and T ucsday of grad-
uation \Veek. ()nc ~tudent described the first day as the "day of 
misery.'' rn ()n J\1on<l a y 1norn ing at six o'clock the nervous candidates 
filed into R.oon1 16 of University 1-IalL 1\fcer an officer fronl the 
university read the Gandidatcs, nan1es and after a rccc~s for hreakf ast, 
the young 1nen returned to Roon1 16 for the cxan1inations in arith-
n1ctict l ... atin gran1n1ar, and Greek gra1ntnar~ At noon the morning1s 

7 Ibid. 
8 Ibid.; on President JareJ Spar~s1 1;r1 singularly colorless Presidentt sec s~n1m.::l E~iot 

i\lorisout Three Ccnlttrh:s ef l h1r·1.m11! 1636-/936 (Cambridge: l lan·ard uni\·crsity Prc~s) 193 6L 
pp. 2 8 !-2B2. 

9 A Ca1alog1tf of ihe Ofjictn nud Stmlcnts of llanwrd Uni·i.-'ffiity For the Arademira! icar 
JSJ2-J 853 t Secmul 'frnn (l'..ambridgc~ John Bartlett, 185 3}1 p. 42. 

1° Fn.:m.:h, l:,'xcur aml I lar· .. wrd (note:: 2), p. 65. 
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ordca l ended. 1 t \\'as g uickl y fol Jo\~!ed by the test in history. The day 
ended ,vith a three-hour exaTn in I .. a tin, Greek 1 algebra, and georue-
try .. HThis day"'s ,vorkt recorded one succes~ful student., '\vas the 
hardest I ever did; and as I had a nervous headache extra, it ,vas as 
disagreealJ]e as any I rcn1c1nber.', 11 On the second day the coJlege 
tutors exan1incd the candidates in Cicero, Fehon"'s Greek l?cader, I .. a tin 
prosody, \ 1irgi!, and Creek poetry. 

At l he end of the second day of exan1inations, the prcsjdcnt of the 
(~oHege su1nn1oned each student to hi~ office and handed hack the 
corrected papers. The president got through Lhe ]ine of studcnt.c; in 
Jess than one hour. 12 The succcssf u] applicanLs presented a bond, 
,vjth sureties, off our hundred doJ]ars to Hpay al] the charges accruing 
11 ndcr the Ja,vs and custon1s of the U nivcrsity.'113 Si nee Clark ,vas 
.adn1ittcd to an advanced c]rtss, he had to pay an add1Liona] forty-five 
dol1ars. 

The day-to-day I if e of (:]ark an<l his c]assn1ates ,vas cxtrcn1c]y 
ordered~ J~vcry 1norniog at six-thirty the prayer hell rang, signaling 
tht start of the students, routine. I>rcciscly at seven prayers con1-
rnenced, fol1o\vcd by breakfasl. t\fter up to seven hours of classes, 
the day ended ,vith evening prayers in the Cu]lcgc chapel. Reginning 
in 185 5, by faculty vote n1orning prayers \vere dch1ycu til scven-thirLy 
and evening ser\'ice ,vas discontinucd. 1-t 

"fhe rcgin1entation of college ]ifc increased the student~/ feelings 
of catnaraderie. '{oung n1cn f ron1 Iloston, Phi I ade] phi:1, or Savannah 
a I I n1ovcd through the i<lcntica l \vcll-regu 1 ated scheduJc. Indeed, at 
this ti n1e the CoHege sti l1 rcgui red that a 11 students ,vcar the sn 1ne 
uni f orn1, ,vh ich further a<l<lcd to the f eeJi ng of con1n1unity. 

J n the 1850s Lhe students fron1 South and North a]so faced rhe 
same lessons and the san1c in~tructors~ AH freshn1en and sophon1ores 
b.ad to enrol [ in Greek, J ..-at int n1athcn1ati cs, history, rhetoric, French, 
natural history, and chen1istry. Although chcn1isrry had a for1na] 
lecture, the other courses ,vere taught by constant c~nss ddlls and 

L l Ibid. 
L2 / lar·rani CoJ/egt; Ro:vn:l-. ef the Clnu ef JSJ9 (Cmnbridge, 1896)) r-67. . 
L 3 A Ca1alog,1c ef the Office-rs aml Sttutnit.s of lhtrcytrd U11i-v,rsi1yJ For '1~ .A,:ml,:mic(ll }rnr 

l8J2-l 853, First Term (Can11Jrtdgc-, 185 3)) p. 42. 
1" For a detailed l,llJI~ of the' ti1ne and frc:q u-.:-ncy of course mecti11gs t ,)c~~ A Cr11alogue rf 

the Officers flnd S1wfn11.~· of 1 /(Jriwrd U1i·i-,.~ari1y, For Jhe 1\rademiral J}ar 185 7-J~S&, Sewurl Term 
(C:uubridgc. 1858}, pp. l 66-167 _ 



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XXXIV, Number 4
(Fall 1986)

404 l-!n,··va,·d l.ibrary Bulletin 
guiz1:.es~ Only seniors lu1d son1e choice - a1nong Gern1rtn, Spanish, 
Italian, n1odern literature, geology, or anato1ny - after fulfilling the 
re9uired senior courses in philosoph)\ rhetoric, and physics. Upper-
cla.ssrnen also had n1ore ]ecturc courses t the nun1bcr having incrca scd 
to a totn] of four as the student n10Ycd to\vard graduation. 1' 

~rhe on]y significant rcforn1 in the curricu]u1n can1c in 1856, ,vhcn 
the (~ollege added n1usic as an elective for sophon1ores .and juniors. 
~l~hc n1ethod of cxan1ination changed in 1857, \vhen the faculty voted 
to replace the final oral cxarn ,vith a ,vri tt en one. Under l he o]d 
systc1n I a pu b]ic cxa n1i nation \vas he~ d 1 n front of a visiting conuni ttee 
of the overseers each tcrn1. The prof cssor of Greek stu h horn]y refused 
to obey the reform and, in a violent act of defiance, burned a11 the 
examination papers. I-Ie is reported to have said that if the grades 
in1provcd from the dai1y rechations~ then the student tnust have 
cheated+ 16 

A]though the en tire co11 ege population could casi]y fit in to one of 
the c]cven upperc1ass houses on the 1nodcrn 1--larvard can1pus, the 
students of the I 850s cun.sidcrcd I-larvard a large institution~ E\'cn to 
t1 rather sophisticated young m;:in from ,, 1ashington, D+C., Harvard 
appeared as a ,ilittlc ,\·or1d by itself, a vast n1achine so complicated 
that ,vc \VOnder at the exactness ,vith ,.,,1 hich e\1ery part received its 
due a ttcntion+" In such a vision, the student beca1ne quite sn1a 11, "a 
cog)' in the greater machine of t~c Co11ege.17 Th1s Loo contributed to 
the f ccling of equality an1ong the disparate cl assrnates~ 

Like the classrooms 1 the living quarters brought together students 
from diff crcnt rcgjons. Only four dormitory rooms or boarding 
houses contained more thnn one southerner~ 1\lthot_1gh Jan1es C]ark 
lived alone during his senior year, he spent his-sophomore year shar-
ing a boarding house \\•ith 1 ,vo Bostonians -and his junior year living 
,vith one southerner and r,vo Bostonians at lvlr. L+ Thurston'.s home 
in Ca tnbridge. Because the nun1bcr of durn1i tory rooms ,vas 1 i n1 ited, 
most studentst ]ike Clarkt lived in an off-can1pus boarding house~ 1B 

15 All in form:uion on course selITtiun and rcqu1rcments ,,ras gathered from the latafo,gue 
of lhe Ufffrn"J and Students for the years 1851 through 1B61. 

16 i\·1orison., Tbnr Cr111urirs of I lar-:.1ani (nutr 8), p. 299. 
17 French, Ewter mid I Jar·i.1/Jnl (iJotl'." 2)~ p. 69. 
lfi The nun1ucr of room~ \'aricd with each class. During c~~rk•~ fir~l yea rt for example1 

34 rooms \l'i;n;: reserved for .~cniors1 28 for juniors .. 25 for ~ophonwresi and 16 for freshmen: 
st.~ Rr;gubt ion~ for tin~ A!isigninent of Room5. J ·bn·ard College (1852-185 J), Harvard Uni-
n:-rsitj' Archh·cs. Studenfs living arrangements ::ire in the Catal1Jgtte ef S1uden1s for 
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Four dorn1itorics \Vere available for students ,vho lived on can1pus: 

I-lol ,vort h y, l'\'la ssachusetts 1 I-Io] Hs, and Stoughton. Proctors or pro-
f es so rs lived in the dorn1itories and tried tu control the students' more 
exuberant. behavior. Ahhough Clark,s off-can1pus house did nut have 
an official code of behavior! he kne\V that cxtrc1nely raucous activity 
,vonld lead to disciplinary action and possibly di.sn1issal from the 
(~oUege. College pranks centered in the dormitories'! \Vhere unsus-
pecting proctors ,verc often made the focus of .student hu,nor. In 
October 1854'! for exan1p]c, five students caught an o]d horse a.nd 
brought it to their dorn1itory, n1ufflcd its feet, and tied it to proclor 
Theodore 'fcbbets's door on the fourth Aoor. Before running a\vay, 
they rcmo\'cd the cloth frorn the horse's hooves. 1\bout t,vo o'clock 
in the n1orning 1chhets ,voke upt hearing \vhat he thought \Vere 
drunken seniors returning after curfe,v. Opening the door, he found 
the horse rather than inebrjated students. After returning to his roon1l 
he discovered a group of ustrangely attjrcd figures asking anxiously 
if he ,vas 'of ten di stu rbcd by night v1ares.' n 19 

Because the College cafeteria had closed in 1849, (:lark and the 
other students had to arrange for outside mca]s. Only one of the 
social clubs regularly served food, so n1osL students \Vere left ,v-ithout 
:1n organized dining arrangen1cnL l\1any f Drn1ed small eating clubs 
\vith friends and n1et in a boarding house to shnre 1neals. (Jark and 
another southerner forn1ed one such eating club ,vith nine other 
classn1ates. This jn tin1a te group bcca me, in the \vords of a Boston-
hred n1embcri '~one of the prornincnt features of our college life.·n2o 
~rhey subscribed to the Boston Advertiser and discussed the in1portanl 
events of the day during supper. The argu1nents often bccan1c quite 
heated l so n1uch so that on one occasion the landlady entered and 
"inforn1ed us rather tartly that she rented her roon1 for a club ta b]c 
for dining 1 not debating .~'21 The argun1ents over the (:rin1ean \Var, 

each tcrrn; tlK only other southern students who shared a Loarding house or dormitory 
ruom were John Alston and Snmud Parkman 157i George Collins ,59 and \Vj]l1am 
j\1age-nis ~60, Ch~rks Pringle 160 and Benjamin Sk1nner 160. J )uring Clark's jun•or year he 
shared a ho~rding tiou.se \1·ith Boston1ans \Villiam Piline '54, ~nd Robert i\1orsc t54, :tnd thC" 
South Carolinian Da,·id J\·fordecai 154. 

l~ French, f.'i·elrr and J larvard (note 2), p. 76. 
:w James 'J"yndalc i\-titcheU ta E.clwin 1-:lalc Abbott, 3 January 1905,. Secretarfs fik, 

Cb ss of 18 5 5 i J-lan·a rd Uni vcrsit y Ard1i ,·es. 
"ll Ibid. 
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rather than any scctjonal issue,. rcn1aincd in the n1emory uf one of 
the 111en1bcrs as the n1ost ]ivcly of the nu~erous debates+ 

I-larva rd (:ollrgc a] so had n1any organized clubs for L l, e social elites. 
l .. hc t,vo ] argcst ,vcrc the Hasty J>u dding Club and the Institute of 
1770 ... l~h~ Hasty Pudding Club ,vas nnn1ed for the pudding regularly 
consurned at club functions, a concocdon rnade of ~t1nush and fry, 
and hon1iny, ,vhh tni]k or cnolasses."'22 T,venty-six souchcrn(;rs \Vere 
elected to the club f ron1 the Classes of 185 5 to 1860. ~!~hey represented 
approxi1:1ately 17 percent of the tota] club 111cn1bcrship, \Vhrrcas the 
percentage of southern students during the period ,vas approxinuttcly 
10 percent. 'T'hrcc of the southerners served as senior officers. The 
1argcst c]ub ,vas the Institute of l 770~ original1y founded to improYc 
student elocution. Beginning in 18 3 5 only sopho1nores could joinJ a 
tradition that continued until it merged \vith the Hasty Pudding in 
this century. Southerners composed only 7 percent of l he club, but 
four ~crved as officers. 23- Of the fiye ren1aining social clubs, the Por-
cel] ian, the 1110s t se]ective and expensive, had the ] argest percent age 
of southerners. l n 1.he years 185 5 to 1860, southerners corn posed, on 
rhe average, aln1ost 20 percent of the club~.s n1en1bership. 24 1.,he 
Greek-letter fraternities a] so had se\'era 1 southern 1ncn1 hers,. but fac-
ulty pressure forced these c]ubs to close in l 857 .25 J atnes Clark's 
involven1ent \\'tth Zeta Psi and the I-lasty 11udding enabled hhn to 
forn1 ne,v alliances based on popularity, sense of hu1nort and socia] 
position. 

Southern students ranked high ~ocially; acade1nical]y1 taken as a 
group 1 their standing \vas gencr<tlly poor~ ,v1th 1nore than 50 percent 
of them falling in the ]o,ver third of the class. I-Icnry A<l ~u11s l 5 8 
offered one explannt ion: ''The Southerner had no n1ind ... he \vas 
not =-1 scholar~ he hnd no inte11ectual training; he could not analyze an 
idea, anrl he coulrl not even conceive of adn1itting t,vo.'' 26 1\ lo,v rank 

n TIN Th1r1an1h Catal(J,;;ur c-...· J\ Jfil·/r.,1y of the /las!)' Pudrliug Club (Ca·mhrtdgc, 1907t 
P· J. 

13 Si.rth Cmnlogu(} of Jhi: O/_fo:er;; aud .t11em/Jen of Jhc l11slitute of l 7i0 (Bos con! 1909), 
pp. 7 5-82. 

24 Cntal<Jguc of rhr I lwwrm:v am/ lmmc-diau ,lfembcrr of the Library of !he Poi-ullian Club of 
Hfir'eard Unh'frJity (CarnLridgci 1867)1 pp. 51-5 3; other clubs induJed tl~e Alphil Delta Phr, 
Dclt~ K app:t Ep~ilon I Zeta Psi, Psi LTpsiJon, and ~rhct:1 Ddta Chi. 

H j\·1nrison1 'J'hue Ctwwrfrr of J lflr7rYJrd (m)1 t 2), p. l 10. 
26 l·Je-ni·y Ad.uns The EducatioH ,f I hnr_y .4'1ams (New York: ~fhc J\.to,k-nl Library~ 193 l)i 

pp. 57-5 B. 
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on the clns.~ lists, ho,vever'.I did not necessari]y signjfy poor perf or-
1na nee on 1h c exa1ninnL1on s or recitations. ~rhe J--Inrvard ranking sys-
ten1 \Vas based not only on academic perforn1ancc but also on 
heh a\·ior. 

Jlo1n1.s ,,,ere deducted for n11~sing a clnss and for \T~ohn ;ons of ,·he 
nnn1erous college rules. Such srnall nets as Slnoking in the "Yard, 
raising onet.c, ,,oice, lcnni ng out of a dorn1i tory ,vi ndo\v, or \Vea ring 
the ,vrong clothes ,vould result in a reduction of points. As the 
l-Iarvard c:oHcgc Orders and llcg11lt11io11s made c1car., the sca1c of n1erit 

I 

(the cquivnlcnt of the n1odcrn grade report) ,vas dctcrn1incd by Hadd-
ing together the term aggregates of each instructor'' and then dcduct-
i ng points '"'for alJ unexcused de] i ng uencies .n T}nJ s J a n1es Clark's and 
his f el1o,v sou therners 1 lo\v ran I.: ing 1nu sl be n1ensured against the fact 
that they had nurnerous dcrncrjts for disorderly conduct - rnore 
t·han thci r nort hcrn cl a ssn1atcs. 27 

One of the rnost dan1aging pena]ties \\'as '~pri \;ate ad monition s,n 
usua11y adn1instered hy L .. atin tutor Reginald Chase'.! the faculty's hnv 
cnf orccr. l"he.~c dreaded '~privates'' cou]d lo,ver even the hes1 students 
to acadcn1ic 111cdiocrity. Absence fron1 prayers, absence fron1 recj-
ta tiuns, ta rdi ncss to church and classroo1n i and neglect of pa rticu 1 a r 
subjects \\'ere the n1ost co1nn1on reasons for "privates.'"' ()nc of the 
n1ost colorful discip] ina ry rrcords belonged tu \\'i] lian1 iv1agcn is of 
i\11ssouri, ,vho attended I-Iarvar<l frorn 1857 to 1860. 1-Ie \Vas privately 
adn1onished for, a1nong other things, Hneglect of I .. a tin "" . "" general 
ind ccoru n1 in recitations . . . i1npropricty of dcportn1ent in the Phys-
ics exercises . . . for c]a pping his hands in 1\11L J cnn i son ~s rccjtation 
roon1 . . . for ga I 1opi ng in the ynrd . . . and fi ncd $2 .. 00 for hacking 
the benches in Prof e.c,sor Torrey's recitation roo1n.')28 J.-Jarvard evcn-
tuaH y suspended j\1ageni s '~until conunencecnent,'ibut d d gran l hin1 
a degree. 

A signific:u1t rjsc in the nun1ber of "privates'~ ad1ninis1ered to south-
ern students occurred hct\\Tcn 185 5 and 186(t A1though northern 
st 11 dents' "privates" had a si1nilar i ncrcasc, those given to southern 

27 Orders r-tnd Rcgul.alion.,:; of the:: Faculty of J lan·ard College (July l 852}, p. 7. I-Jarva rd 
Unin.•ndty Archiw.:'s-. All inforination ~bout the studc:~n~\; da~s 1·:1nk ,~·..-1'.'i drawn from two 
n~n)rd kt:pt in t hl· 1-1 ~'ff\'a r<l t: n h·r rsi t y .t\ re h h·("s; s re Alon t hi y Return_,;; 1 Ex n n~ in~ ti om; & 
'Terrn Aggrcg,uc~"t I 8i 2 lo 1861 Sl~(.• also Rank Scalc1 I ff 52 to 1861. The-studcnts-1 di_~eiphnary 
prohlc•ns ~ue listed tn 1 he Farul1y R,:cf3rdi, ,-or~. 14~ 15, F-Jan-ard Univeristy Archin:s. 

2B f ac-uhy Records 1 vol. l 5, PP- 351, 3 71, 409, 42 Ii 4(18, 475, 49B. 
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students gre,v dranunical1y. 29 It rnay he that the ovcral1 increase 
reflects tightened standards of conduct or heightened cnforccn1ent. 
It n1ay he that the higher aYcragc nu1nbcr of "privatesn adrninistcrcd 
to southern students reflect an uneven application of the rules; but it 
n1ay also be that the increasing] y bitter politiral relations bet \\'een th~ 
North and the South produced a heightened feeling of restlessness 
a1nong the student~ and that the southerners reacted part icu lariy to 
finding thcn1sr]vcs in an environment that ,vas occasionally hostiJe. 

·1~hc .southern students ccrtain]y had opportunities to ,virness hos-
tility to thl: South an<l its "peculiar insliL ution ~'' For J a n1es Clark., the 
t11ost exciting experience of his Harvard days \Vas the trial of Anthony 
Burns., the f ugilive slave. Burns ,vas en1ployed in a clothjng store in 
Bost on ,vhen he \\'as arrested on 2 4 l\1ay 185 4, on a charge uf having 
escaped fro1n .s]avcry in \lirginia. 30 "fhcudure Parker and \Vende11 
Phillips organized a pu hlic rail y tu protest the arrest~ and CJ ark and 
his close friend John ']'i]cston "'55 a llo!Stonian., attended the Faneuil 
l-Ja11 n1ccting. l\1orc that fifty years after the event, Clark vividly 
recal1ed the high point of the ra 11 y: ''a speaker shou red that the slave 
hunter ,vas jn the 1iTn1ont l-Iotc] and asked if rhe proud, free city of 
Boston could consent tu Lr pol1uted by his presence.' 1 ~A.t this 11101nent 
,~/cndcl] Phi l1 ips, \vho had renulined quiet, ,csprang to his f cct, and 
I thought hirn the rnost 1nagnificent 1nan I had ever seen. He seemed 
to be c]cctrified ,vj th po\ver and passion .1~31 l ~hus Clark left the n1cet-
i ng irnpressed by the po,\:er't hcauty, and cluyucnce of '''endel1 Phi1-
lips~ one; of the n1ust hated 1·ankccs in the South. 

0 n other occasions C]ark and the other southerners reacted dcfen-
sivcl y to northern assaults un s]avcry and tried to strengthen their 

29 Clarr At-'t"J~ge N11mber ~( Average }\'umber of 
Southern 11/ Jri-1._ w trs'1 N l '~p ' ,~ _ ort iern nva t rs · 

1855 J.4 1.1 
1856 3.0 . 2 .9 
185i 3 .6 2.5 
185S 4.5 l.8 
1859 2.6 4.2 
1860 6.7 3 .6 

Sortrff: F~n1hy lh~cords, w1!~. 14.15. 

3° For .a di:-;cus~ion of t}frs e:~·ent, sc-e The Lcuas of \Vil!iam Lloyd Garriso11 f lt/. J \'": liritd: 
ef U0r, 1850-1869, ed. Lou is Ruchr-1.mt~s {Caml.lr~dgt: lkl ~nap Pre~~ of I-lan':lrd University 
Press, 1975), pp. 3 J0-3 31. 

11 James Benjamin Clark to Ed win I -L'lk AblJoll {note 6). 
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position by referrjng to northern hypocrisy. For exan1plc, one sunny 
Saturday afternoon Clark and his northern friend Nathanic] (:lutse 
i5 5 ,vere discussing the consequences of s1avcry ,vhilc they ,vcrc 
,va]king to Boston. Just as (:l1asc insisted that slavery produced igno-
ru ncc among pour people, they passed a tree nursery \Vhere C]ark 
sci\v a sign reading "'Pair Trees for Sale." I-I e pointed the sign ou l to 
Chase, ,vho quickly dropped the argun1ent. On another occasion, 
Chase clain1ed that slavery produced cruel and degrading distinctions 
in socia] classes. 1'i\1y dear fcl1o,v;'1 cxclain1cd Clark, ''such distinc-
tions exist far more in Boston than in the South. \\ 1ith us a poor 
young tnan Lakes his social rank fron1 his 1ncrit, \vhilst a ncgro is 
aI\v3ys an inferior because of his race. \'ou needn't reply~ but I venture 
to say that you haYc classmales fru1n ,vhose houses you are exc]uded 
sofcJy fro1n social considerations, though you arc a gent1e1nan and a 
scholar, as \\'e1l as of blan1eless Jife.'132 According to C]ark 1s account, 
Chase looked do,vn and sa 1d noth 1ng. 

Sectiona] hostility there \Vast but no personal anin1osity. C]ark 
ren1cn1hcrcd fondly vacation~ spent ,vith his northern c]assn1atcs. 
One of his most p]casant experiences ,vas "spending Thanksgiving 
\Veek ,vith dear old Ridd]e Uaincs Ridd]c '5 5], at his house in l\1an-
chcstcr, N c,v I lan1pshirc. n 'l ~he ,vcathcr \"Vas un ucara bl y cold, but 
'\,,hat cared youth for the thcrn1omctcr ,vhen there are blaiing fires 
and unrestricted hos pi ta lit y in the house, and big s1eighs f u 1 I of 10,.,el y 
girls on the outside'' 31 Clark spent another ']'hanksgiving ,vith three 
coHege friends in Cohassett, I\1assachusett.s. 

(:lark, ]ikc aH I Iarvard n1cn, began and ended his co!Jcgc years 
,Yith a rite uf passage. ()n the first 1'1onday of the first term the 
annual foot Lall contest bet,\'ecn lhe f reshrnan, sophornore, junior., 
and senior classes beg.an. T,\~o classes 11ned up on opposite sides of 
an open field (]ocatcd ,vherc I-Iarvard 1s n1ctnorja] to the northern Civjl 
,\ 1ar dead stands today) and attacked each other in a semi-organized 
f ree-f or-aH. 1\t the end of the game, a11 the contestants gathered 
together and sang HAuld L.,ang Syne.' 1 H\Ve fresh1nant co1111nented 
.sou thcrncr Sa mucJ l'arkn1an 5 7, "put up the biggest kind of a fight 
and \Fe had the gan1 iest: Iittl c fe] I o,v you ever s:nv+ H c is from lloston 
~pretty and nice-looking as anybody's sister~ bul Great Scot there 
,vasn't a feHo,v on the other side too big for him to tackle/~ The t,vo 

3~ ibid. 
H Jbirl. 
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I Jarva rd Yard at the lirnc of the 18 36 Comrncncc1nC"nt proce,'isinn 
Fron1 Josiah Qui nc .)'t 11,e JI i.r: to1 ) 1 ef JI art•a JU Un i-~e11i ( }1 (18 40) 

classn1ates, close frjcnds in colJegc, fought in opposing arn1ics during 
the batt]e of Sharpsburg, "'here Parkn1an ,vas killed. 3'°' 

Clar1es final day at Harvard began at eight forLy-fivc in the n1orning 
on 16 June 185 5. The graduating seniors gathered tn front of Ho]-
\Vorthy Ha1J and proceeded to the n:sidencc of the Col1cge pres1dent, 
,vhcrc they breakfasted and n1ct n1en1bers of the faculty. Graduation 
exercise~ began at c]c\Tcn o'clock in the chapel. ... fhe routine ended in 
a ,v-ikl dance around the Creal Elrn, aH 111cn1bers of the C:lass joining 
h::1nds in a 1 ast gesture of uni l y~ 

After graduation Clark reu1rncd to Jackson, l\1ississippi, and stud-
ied la,v in his brother Robcrfs office, secured his license to practice, 

H Clan.'nct:" Gordon, ~;In the Fif1it:st" Han~arJ Grflflulltrr' Alngozirlc (Scpt(;rnher J906}. 
42. There is :1 discrcpt1ncy bctwc.:-cn C~ordon•s ar.:count of P,ukm::i.n\; ck:~Hh and the Cinrr 
Rtport pul.,lishcd in l882, Gordon dni111s Parkman died at Gettysliurg~ \Vlli!e the Cltus Rfpor, 
names Sharp.,;hurg as tht~ site.: of his death. I han::: u!.ed the Clun Repflrt since Gonh.m's article 
was wrincn n1ore thrm forty years after the w::1r. 
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and began to "'ork "for the de]uded souls \vho confided their business 
to ll1C ." rrhi S brief experience Jed (:lark to conclude that he \Vanted 
tu rt:turn to the 1--:larvard La,v School. Before beginning school, he 
,vent Lo Europe for :-in extended vac:1tion. He \\.ras in Paris ,vhen he 
received \vord that the South had .seceded f rorn the Union. ,cl had 
been n.n An1erican onlvt he ,vrote, ~1and as such ,vas treated ,vith -respect and honor accurdcd to nu other. lv1y eyes had seen the great 
banner of the Stars and Stripes in foreign harbors, seen it ,vith 
glistening eyes and beating heart. But. nO\V the Un1on \Vas no n1orc 
... I dropped 1ny head on the table and \vept.t 135 A classcnate of 
(]ark's ren1ctnbcrcd n1ccting hi1n in l1aris, '\,·hen he ,vas stjll ,vav-
cring" about ,vhat to do. l6 After n1onths of intense thuught 1 CJ ark 
cone l uded th at he had to "go \Vith n1 y people. He "'rote his brother 
Robert and 1 nf ornled hiin that after a brief visit to Ro1nc he ,vou 1 d 
return home and fight. 37 

Clark's ship f rorn Erurope arrived in Boston in l\1ay 1861. The city 
,vas full of h]ue-coated so]dicrs 1 ,vho '1ppeared to hin-l like "innocent 
lan1bs to be slaughtcrcd/' 18 1-Ie stayed \Vtth his c]assn1atc John l'f'i]cs-
ton at his Boston home. During th is ti1ne I Clark bc-eamc good friends 
,vith Colonel Fessenden \\'hose son John ,vas attending I he J .. a\vrence 

· Scientific School at I la rvard. After several ,vecks of relaxation and 
d isc.ussion (:lark ]cf t Boston for Jackson, ,vhere he joined the 18th 
ivl ississi ppi l nfantry as a fir.st. Heu l enant. 

In the four years of fighting 1 20 percent of the 34 southern students 
f ron1 the Classes of 18 5 5 through I 861 "'ho fought ,vere ki1led in 
active ccnnhat, compared to 15 percent of their northerner classinatcs. 
Several southerners ,vcrc ,voundcd, and e1ght, inc]uding (]arkl spent 
tin1e in northern prison can1ps. 3.9 ./\lthough classn1atcs fought on 
opposite sidcs 1 the tics forged ?Y the years at I-Iar,Tard (~oHege tran-

35 Janu~s B~njamin Cbrk to Edwin 1-Iak· Abbou (note 6). 
36 Tb~· RplJrt oft hr S (CTfl a ,y oft hr Class of I 8S 5, of l J a r1 . .ra rd CoUr._t[, July 1 S S 5 lo _July I 865 

(Boston, 1865), p. 2 L 
37 Virg t n i.i -I rnn 1 Ben i rlnl i c • Jun c~ '5 8 ,t l ~o c, pcrLt:i lt-.:ll rnix.;d fc.:d i ng.~ 4L l 1 out I 11 s Io ya It y. 

He was hopposcd to the late ,~·ar, & h:Jd no p.trl or parcel in it whaten~r. 1, This: did not stop 
t ht.: F l'd era I Army fr<Jm taking over all of his pc rson.a I propen )' <luring l h~ war. Cl ass Dook 1 

18 H,1 p. 764. 
-~8 J runes B~njainin Ch1rk 10 [rt win Fink Alihou (note 6). 
19 Northern figu r{'s ci3 lcu I a red from Frnn c i 1-:I. Bro\\' n 1 Hnrrnni Un i-ve rsi1y r u 1 he Hor 

of 1861~1865 (llo~ton, 1886). Southern dead: Charles Elgcc ~561 John Alston t57 1 Henry Ue 
S:aulks 157 Samu~] Parkman '57] Thomas Jon~s l60, Char1cs Pringle l60, Ilcnjamin Skinner 
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sccndcd the bitterness of civil ,var. In scvcra] cases I-Iarvard rnen ,vent 
out of their ,vay to ~ccurc r]assn1atcs' ,vcH-bcing. 40 ,vhen Clark \vas 
a prisoner on Johnson ,s Island~ classma tcs J oscph I ·Ia ys and John 
Tileston sent. hint food and rnon~y. Co]oncl Fessenden even secured 
his release. 41 

Af tcr the ,var t Cl ark returned to his hon1e jn J acksun pcnni less and 
defeated. An o]d friend of Lhe f a1nil y invited Clark tu share his la\v 
office and use his books. Although C1ark developed a reputation .as 
an inteHigent an<l successful L1\vycr, he chose to ]eave Jackson after 
t\\'O years \Vhen il ustemed evident that the State \Vas going into the 
hands of the carpetbaggers aru.1 the nrgrocsri, l)isgusted \\-'ith local 
politics, he 1noved 10 Kentucky~ ,vhcrc he n1arried Florence Anders-on 
in I 869. For Gve years h~ edited a nc,vspapcr in I-Iarrodsburg, Ken-
tucky, c\virh so111e profit and n1uch µlcasurc.~'~2 I-Ic ended his career 
in '1 exa.s, \Vhere in ilia] l y he practiced la,v an<l 1atcr served as proctor 
and custodian genera 1 of the ne,v] y for med U nivcrsity of '1 cxas. ·B 1-Ie 
<lieu in 1908 of a heart anack ,vhile attending an address in the 
univcrsitv auditoriu1n in i\usrint Texas+ The Univcrsitv of 1-cxas .,,, ., 

Class of 1909 hr]d a 1nemoria] service and donaLed a comn1cmorative 

i60~ ,'i.'OUntk<l: George '\'ci~s1ngcr ] 56, J nmcs i\1ay ~58, LM\C Brnndon '60. Chri.litophcr 
1\fr:mruJngcr ]61. Lesley \Vaggcncr ~61; prison~rs: Jame5 Clark '551 Ch arks Elg:cc 1561 \\'ilJl~m 
Lee '581 Rohen l\lemmingc-r '59, 'I"homas Jon-cs i60, \\liJlbm 1\-lagcnJs 160i ,vn ltam Sd1ky 
1601 Iknjan1in Skinner J6O. 

•W Thoma~ Jone::~ ]60 anJ Ilcnjmnin Skinner 1'60 \\1,;r,1,: aided "·hen they \\'ere prisoners 
by Captain \Villi iJ rn ... l ~lpp.1 n '60. of lhc r o rt y-fi fth i\·fo ss~ ch u sens Vo I u n tcers; sc:-c / h·1"1.-YJrd 
Colifge Report of 1hr Cfrm· {Jf I 860, l 860-/880 (New Yor~ 1 l 880) 1 pp. 82-83. Lane Bnlndon 
]60 }:poke ,,:ith a cla.s.~rHah: un the fidd of battle; sec Captain ] ~nnc Grandon to J udgc JosL1h 
G~rdim,-r Abbott. Hartt.'tlrd llidfrJin, 24 Fcbuary 19091 l-Jarvarc1 Uni,·crsity Archi\·cs. Charl~.s 
l\ facLct h 15 7 and John A I~ ton 15 7 cxcha n gcd wa rJ11 l c-u crs \1:i th J 05cph Lewis Stack p-ok '5 7; 
sec ReptJrJ of the Cla5r of 1857 iJJ lfarr;.;art! College, Prepared for the 'h.1.1fn~f-.fi/1b An11h.:rnt1ry ef its 
Gn1dm1I i~.m, pp. 5 -6. 179. Cn lond Clinton C ill c y 159 rct r tevcd books Mol c n from the library 
of h;s soulhcrn classmate Gc-otgc Colllns~ see Class nool.:, 185 81 Han~rd Uni\'erstty Archi\·cs. 

• James Tknjanlin Clark to Edwin l ·blc Abbott (note 6}. 
~2 Ibid. 
,n As proctor he wa:s ''Jibrnri:1n1 rlisLurscd all moncys 1 made rll I purc-hases. kept the 

books. was cu.Hodian of all uniYersity property, secretary of the faculty and of the ho.~rd of 
regents. answrrcd aJI letters of inciu[ry :1lml1t the university~ supcrintcntkd the campu~, and 
l\"aS general dtsciplini1rian.11 Jan1es Clark tn Jarnc-s i\litchdl, 21 i\l:1rd1 1901 t s~cre~ nry\; 
Fifl:", Class of 185 5 ] fon""anl Unh·crsity Archi,:-.:~. F<..lr 3dditional information on Cl.trk\ 
career at ~rc-xa~, see his general file at the Eugene C. Barker lcxas 1-Iistory Cc-1i1cr, Uni,·crstiy 
of Tex::a~ al Austin. 
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,vindo,i.... to the can1pu s cha. pel. +1 I-le ,vas as popular on the Tex a~ 
ca1npus as he -had been at Harvard. 

(;lark's career ,vas echoed by n1any of his fello,\1 souLhern class-
n1atcs. The n1ajority of southern-born graduates returned to the 
Sou th for their careers. 1\ 11nost 3 ll 1 ivcd 1 n their na ti\ 1e states. :vlost 
practiced h1'v, as did their northern classtnates, se\Tcral even becoming 
judges or professors in their local universities. 'fhrcc served in the 
C". S. (~ongrcss., occasionally Jneeting after \Vork to rcn1inisce about 
their co1legc days :H . 

n1c111orics ,vcrc probably pleasant. To be sure, southern 
students had a n1~rc difficult L1n1e at I-Iarvard than did northern 
students; but for those \~1ho succeeded at 1-I~rvardt the social c]uhs., 
inforn1al eating groups - the very rcgin1cntation of student life in 
and out of the classrootn - created personal bonds tllat transcended 
scctiona l an in 1osit ites. Even in l 866, Confederate veteren ,,, i] li a1n 
})crry '59 could \Vrite thnt "in spite of the long nnd bloody ,var \vhich 
has scpnrated us and our sections., I stiH haYc p1casant rccollcct1ons 
of 111y college days & my i\hn~1 !vlater.n Despite their defeat on the 
ha ttl e ficl d, the southerners ,vere "disposed to forget as 111 uch as 
possible . . . and I ivc in h:1r1non y for the fr1 ture .,,~6 

++ '4'rhc Pn::_i,cntation uf tht.:: Ji11rn:.:.'i B. Clark i\k·mudal ,v1ndm\'! By the Cla~s of 1909 to 
the Un[n::r~ity of Te\:ns, 1\foy 19, 1909;' Secrcti3r(s File, Class o.f 185'5 i 1-hr'i;ard Uni\'er.sity 
Archi,·t~. 

45 ·rhc congressmen \n·rc Cnrk-1on I-Iunl i56, \\rilli:1m Lee 15 8, and \ Villi am Pi,Yry '59. 
Fur j,dd1t 1on:1l inrnrnrntion about thc::ir informal gatherings, see Samuel Pasco, Alrmorfol 
1idtlre.~· on the I.fr owi Cbarnarr of G\·n. H'illiam Hcw·.1· Fitzhugh Lee (\Vashington, 18~2), PP-
2-5. 

i 6 \Vil H:1111 Pcrn· to Cl;1 s s S i::-crel arr, 2 4 l u n l'. J 866, Cl ass Book i l 85 9, I forq1 rd U nh-e r-. - . 
si1y 1'\rchkes. 
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