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The Japan Expedition Press

EVERAL ycars ago a large collection of material relating to the
| China Trade in the mid-nineteenth century was received by
the Harvard Business School Library.? Sorting of these records
was interrupted by the war, and has only recently been re-
sumed. In the course of this sorting, the discovery was made of two
copies cach of scven broadsides printed on board Commodore Perry’s
flagship in 1854, during his expedition to Japan.® Each broadside is
headed ‘Japan Expedition Press’ in large ornate capitals (see Plate I).
Under this 1s 2 line of smaller capitals indicating the ship on which
the printing was done, the place (a port, or ‘at sea’), and the date.
Below this appears a large eagle, bearing in its beak a narrow banner
with the words ‘E Pluribus Unum.” On some of the sheets a title fol-
lows, indicating the contents; on those without title the opening words
of the text are in capitals. -

At firsc it was assumecd that these broadsldes were issues of a ship-
beard nEwWspapet, but investigation has produced different canclusions
about their printing and purpose. Although their content and historical
association must have made them sought after by the merchants of
China (from whom Harvard’s copics derive) and in the United States,
copies of these and other products of this press are now very rare; ®

* This was the Heard Collection, comprising records of Augustine f{eard and
Company, engaged in the China Trade from approximately 1840 to 1875. The ma-
terial came to the Library in two parts: the first segment was received in 1931 from
members of the Heard family in Ipswich, Massachuserts; the second segment was
depos;ted by Yale University in 1942 in exchange for certain collections of Con-
necticut matcrial.

?Since the broadsides were found in that part of the collection reecived from
Yale, one set has been rctarned to the Library there; the other set has been placed
in the Kress Room, Baker Library, Harvard Business School.

* The National Archives was found to have six broadsides, two of which are not
in the Harvard set; on the other hand Harvard has three not in the National Archives
set. A further publication of the press has been located at the Massachusctts Tistor-
ical Society, as will be related below. The New York Public Library rcporced a
photostat of 4 copy of the broadside dated 28 June 1854 that was sold at auction In
1945, Among institutions reporting no copy of any broadside were the Library of
Congress, Columbia University, the New-York Tistorical Society, the Rhode Island
Historicel Society, the Amcrican Antiquarian Seciety, the Boston Public Library, the
Boston Athenaeuny, and the Peabody Museumn and Essex Institute of Salein. As noted
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The Japan Expedition Press ' 243

thus a description of the broadsides found and an aceount of how they
came to be printed will provide an unusual example of shlpboard pub-
lication, as well as an interesting footnote to an event of major signif-
icance in world affairs,

A fow bricf notes about the Japan Expedition itself will help to pro-
vide the setting. As Charles M. Conrad, then acting Secretary of State,
explained in an official letter in November 1852 to John P. Kennedy,
Sccretary of the Navy' ‘Since the islands of Japan were first visited
by European nations, cfforts have consmntly been made by the various
maritime powers to establish commercial intercourse with a country
whase large population and reputed wealth hold out great temptations
to mercantile enterprise. . . . All these atcempts, however, have thus
far been unsuccessful.” * Accordingly, Commodorce Perry was commis-
sioned by President Fillinore to make another attempt, this time in-
geniously planned, to obtain a treavy with Japan. With an expedition
consisting of same ten ships, careying over sixteen hundred men, Perry
sailed to Japan in 1853, presented 2 letter from the President, and an-
nounced that he would return the followmg sprmg to rcceive 4n
answer. ‘The squadvon spent the intervening time jn China, making
preparations, and studying the information obuained on the first teip
that related to natural history, ocean currents, and the like —for a
subsidiary purpose of thie cxpedition was to bring back such informa-
tion about the little-known islands of Japan. Negotiations the follow-
ing spring were ultimatcly successful, and a treaty was signed with the
Japanese on 31 March 1854. Two ports were opened to American
vessels, Simoda (or Shimoda) on the island of IHonshu, and Flakodate
on the northern island of Hokkaido, then known as Yesso. In cffece
this treaty marked ]apan’s cntrance into world affairs, and the begin-
ning of a rapid modernizarion.

The expedition took with 1t as presents to the Emperor of Japan a
number of examples of industrial devclopment, including a quarter-
size railroad and lecomotive, and a miniature working telegraph line,
Commodore Perry also had with him publications illustrative of the

“size of the United States government and the diversity of its intcrests,

above, duplicates of the seven issues at Harvard arc now in the Yale University
Library.

‘U, 5. Senate, 331rd Congress, 2nd Sesston, Executive Docunent No. 34: Corre-
spondence Relative to the Naval Expedition to fapan (U. S, Document No. 351),
p. ¢ (hereafter referred to as Correspondence),
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244 Harvard Library Bulletin

and he early became convinced that ‘a small printing press, with type
and materials, would go far to facilitatc our plans, by giving us the
means of putting forth information calculated to disabuse the Japanese
of the misrepresentations of the Dutch.”* President Fillmore approved
of this plan and directed that ‘a small printing press, with type and ma-
tenials for printing of all kinds,” ® be sent ont to China for Perry.
J. W, Spalding, Captain’s Clerk on the AMississippi, who published
an accobnt of the expedition on his return, apparently at first thoughe
the press was intended {or the Emperor, since he includes ‘a printing- |
press’ among the gifts put ashore on 13 March 1854." However, two |
months later he celebrates the inauguration of its use on shipboard as ’
an Implement of the expedition:

This day [13 May 1854], I think it was, marked what may be considercd
a new item in the history of typography. We had on board one of the
little engines, which from the days of Faustus have evolved more power,
than the ponderous oncs, that revolved our paddies, and by its aid, in a
sca-way, an intelligent midshipman, familiar wich the art preservative of
arts, “wet sheets,” and printer’s ink, caused to be struck off copics of the
commodore’s correspondence with the Japanese, and of the surveys of
Lieutcnant Maury., That littlc press deserves a place in the patent-office,
near the one, from which came *Poor Richard’s Almanack.” ¢

As far as can be discovercd from the surviving products, the press was
used mamly as a means of duplicating documents for special use, When-
ever Commodore Perry wanted copics of the treaties and diplomatic
correspondence, or of the ‘surveys of Licutenant Maury’ (naviga-
tional directions for the various harbors of Japan), whether for refer-
ence at the time, to give to the Japanese, or to send to the State
Department at Washington, the printing press could provide these
copies quickly and cfliciently. In the days before typewriters or
mimeograph machines served this purpose, the press must have been
a great asset, and Commodore Perry expressed his gratitode foritin a
letter to the Secretary of the Navy at the close of the expedition: ‘I

®Ietter from Perry in Madeira to the Sceretary of the Navy, 14 December 1852
(Cerrespondence, p, 13).

“Letrer from the Department of State to Perry, 15 February 1853 (Correspond-
ence, p. is).

* 1. W, Spalding, The Japan Expeditiom Japan and Around the World (New
York, 1855), p. 242, Cerrain contemporary newspaper accounts also list a press
among the gifts,

*Spalding, The Japan Expedition, p. 293.
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The Japan Expedition Press 24§

have found the printing-press sent out by the Statc Department par-
ticularly useful.’®

The ‘intclligent midshipman, familiar with the art prescrvative of
arts,” of whom Spalding writes may well have been ‘Miggs,” or Simon
C. Mish, the friend of Edward Yorke McCauley, Acting Master on
board the Powbatan. In a diary entry dated ‘Simoda May 12th 1854’
McCauley writes:

M: my old shipmate in the Independence has been ordered on board here
in consequence of possessing a talent for manipulating types. The Japan

I 3

Expedition press is underway, and “Migps” in considerarion of “Auld
Lang Syne” has presented me with some ofg his first essays, I had to cut the
Jeaves out and then replace them as soon as printed — from these may be
gleaned a knowledge of what kind of a spirit our fricndly Mission to Joc
Pan, has been made in; and the seventh paragraph of Com: P.s lerter will
explain haw far the visit is complimentary or bellicose —1I do not under-
stand exactly how the President’s letter has not received an answer from
the Emperor of Japan — which is a custom, not set aside by any cxtrancous
circunstance, in the civilized world, and I think it would have had a
satislactory effect here, had it been exacted. '

These ‘essays’ must have included numerous official letters that had
passcd between the Japanese and Commodore Perry since early in the
spring of 1854. The only surviving copy,™ however, is of a broadside
containing President Fillmore's letter to the Emperor of Japan and
translations into Lnglish and Dutch of the answer from the Japanese
commissioncrs.  (McCauley’s criticism must be becanse the Emperor
himself did not reply to the President’s letter.) This is dated ‘U S,
Stcam-Irigate “Powhartan,” Simoda, Japan, May 1st, 1854,” and bears
the title ‘Tetter from the President of the United States,” It s in the
form of two pages printed side by side on 2 large sheet (23 by 15%
inches), and may have been intended to be folded or cut in two; the
first page contains the President’s letter to his ‘Great and (Good Vriend,’
the Emperor, and the second the two translations of the answer, which
is dated 23 IFebruary 1854.

This letter and reply were reproduced in Correspondence Relative

*Correspondence, p. 171.

® 1WVith Pervy in Japan: The Diary of Edward Yorke McCanley, ed. Allan B. Cole
(Princeton, N, J., 1942), p. 113. ‘Miggs’ was jdentified by Mr Elbert L. Huber,
Arxchivist in Charge, Navy Branch, the National Archives, in a letter to the author
of 7 May 195%.

*In the Nztional Archives; the Baker Library has a phaorostat of this copy,
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to the Japan Expedition,™ which was ordered to be printed on 2 Feb-
ruary 1855 (almost Jmmediately upon Perry’s return to the United
States), and which contains all the official documents relative to the
Expedition. From this publication it is clear that Perry used the press
to send nformation back to the Scercrary of the Navy during the
cxpedition.” As the contents of all the surviving broadsides that deal
with offictal or navigational matters appear as enclosures with Perry's
letrers and reports in this Scnate publication, it is probable that certain
other documents quoted there in a similar manner were zlso originally
printed by the Japan Expedition press. For instance, enclosures A, D,
and E with Perry’s letter to the Secrctary of the Navy dated 18 Jaly
1854 ** correspond to surviving broadsides; it scems probable that en-
closures B and C, documents relating to the currency problem, were
“similatly printed.’

Enclosures A, D, and E wich this leteer in the Senate publication
reproduce three broadsides printing regulations of American business
and conduct in the two treaty ports, Hakodate and Simoda. In his
diary entry for 24 June 1854, Samuel Wells Williams, the expedition’s
interpreter, wrotc: ‘A supplementary boat went ashore this morning
from the “Mississippi” to carry some printed copies of the port regu-

 lations and rates of pilotage in Simoda, to leave with the authorities.” *®
These regulations were not finally agreed upon vntil 23 June, so they
must have been printed the same day. No copies of this rush printing
have survived, but the documents must have been rcprinted at sea
after the cxpedition lefr Simoda; Harvard has copies of the three broad-
sides Perry sent home, which are dated 27 Junc, 28 June, and 21 July,
with the place of printing given as “U. S. Steam Yrigate Mississippi, at
Sea.7 17

* See note 4 above,

"™This is confirmed by information from Mr Huber, of the National Archives,
that the six issues of the ]apan Expedidon pressin the Archives are part of Volume fI
of Perry’s ‘squadron letters,” which were the basis for the Scnatc publicacion.

* Correspondence, p-1 58. :

*This probablht} is increased by the fact that Spalding, in the appendix to his
published diary, prints the text of enclosure C along with the four sets of sailing
directions that also survive in broadsides printed by the press, as described below,

¥ Samuel Wells Wililams, ‘A Journal of the Perry Expedition to Japan (1853
1854),’ Transaciions of the Asiatic Society of Iaparz, Vol. XXXVII, Pe. II (1010),
P- 221, with a similar reference on p, 226.

" The c0p1cs sent ome are in the National Archives, lettered ‘A ‘l) and ‘E.

The question of the exact location of the press within the squadron is a minor

Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XII, Number 2 (Spring
1958)



.

.;.nI -

. .= . . o2 H l / . |. l : - . : . ! . . .. 3 . a
t :,:- il U. 5 Sfl'il..il’[ nu(u'r;lr Mlﬁ[ssu'p] A'l' S'l"l JLN]‘ QSlll ISSI.- o : R
Wi K H R R IRLY P . l i, H I

.- . .. 2 1.. = | ...| I' B .," ; I .‘ l - . 2

ik
i KBerRATIGNE lgm:ewm’"m& rsfwa-s, o
1k

5-_

ll" ﬂjbl‘l‘bi l‘ln 01 3]'1!:']{[( AT\ ‘I‘Srlﬁs I:.\TI..!II.}G 'll_lla l'OItT ?r 81“0"3» 3
S, |h laokout ph»g a““jl hc Qn‘nh]gghgd at, Ia()me Ctn-. 5 nol. ‘onter “I\, !l“.n('r |‘i)l‘|, 0'\1}' }‘:ﬂf thl: abu\'c I'!'-L‘S Oa
Qi'ulc li poml fmm '.'rlucb :e,g.:!g npp: :u-mN m the | Cﬂ:l ocsnhm al. 1) be p'wl Io tl-o [JlloL i

-

affing can be seen gl mjv,-;g.] and e hen 'atie 19 d(g-; 'I‘ A pirid: i ﬁ:r e {310# wsmr ta Aoericnn ves-
2 cuvt-pel wmakinir appj.rcmly S the F_,arlmr, &' hade ae gt Bimbly, shall'be l'uuie« ' Thdred cash, per
i shall'be cri.hflu,r witl:; i paoc | 10 }.,x;l Jadd, (Mg c.uka being furdishéd by the versel.)

E i Aad ia drder ti cSEy fhie re *uh'mi it fiold efMect, ' o AT wood delivers f bicid, 4105t seien thou-
. bodte ! Ml'ﬁ“ c;bh,‘ wize wid al.t “eball jalways, bu. pm'rl two hund-'el cas'L, ];crim.bt, of ivc Au -mear
ke kopliii veadsgess bj‘ the liarhor mirster, ki #h, 1T ne- '1' |
edszary; bl prinded bn}and Rack fglaad,’ to obger. ||
= tain whethet tt:e viessel I sight interdi iteciny the
.+ barbdcbriosh  ITis'ehs he ‘tié desiva of lth> Dnitér
% " of 9id" yease) to| cated goct, thi: 'pilat shall enfiduit

Slus Bnr. | i :
l I e L:eufena m’

.o o+ her t9 iofo dnéheruing ﬁnldurmg ber 13T, Bl repe 1, 2 | : l% i
ey oder cn.fry nwstnm:a |n hiw piwir, 1o f:"lhl&'m" Ibo tin J e
N 22 prx un.m{'n.t of il tl:e R prtie sl.m IEny Tequird.’ 3 {.(\‘r"md) 1 K'I.R.l.‘]\ J.vs A-I\lr!*'l. & _
. nrcr 13 Ala sl fud) I'I’te-‘-ndrlhls, facall ‘reise]d 1 lﬂpproud et g '
- dgmwidyiover 18 apil led than 18 Fectiton dslléraj M C. T’Pnat' | ] gyl

s Go«nvwndef r:t-efuqf of the If 1 S Nl forcu

:ml for ul] v|_1s| ls " |-lur 13 reet,,ﬁvc dillrirs. L :- L
R m Mf brn! fndna C}uaa, aud .I.ipcm FoRS, =

- Tbede rutes shal] bo piiid e 4 3 L e silver coip, or
1t5 owulld(‘nt m: f‘w‘.-h And “tho' E.Ll'nc shall hei Plll
I‘o? pilitioz n vcsscl ‘it nu el 4s jnfo port, "

When vess r]° nnch‘)rlm Ihe olter " barhary aad ds ! blmOdh Japnr., J Ge; °3J

i
= T L !
.|'I T e CAR R v -'-:'!-3'1.-.‘ SRR 2
: .- e LR B |
|
l

Iz
B
l:
I
I:
!
' !
|'i‘he rues ot‘pht,;;‘,u ﬁl Lis ;1 Foe veqie].-.drurmg !, Ml Lol g r{eaant Goz."'rror
% i
|5 '
i
 E g i ' I. ' ' . :
' --U. S, Stincs ]?r. Azte Nuﬂ% :
. i {)8‘:5' ' [
SN

i e i O |  PRELE N
. . H . .. K B - . s
‘l 2t g HE e ] |-_ . 202 ¢ I .

= H i . .
. ,ln: ' _.. - - D w8 . |
SEPE I B 4} :

a@mwmm imm mmmmm GBg. g‘.%mm,

wii 1 . I .
Ln lm nwrm \':m hcuodi“dllcdtn aau Amem-nmwlu f-‘lﬂ‘nen lll dtn h'h rn PWun, ‘iluwi!aw

l LAE [l N
¥ ! . .! I . . : . ) l- .I' .. =
| i : PR . .

' ' l I

I
eunc d ch!fm gmdv&te p1:1,:1t<I znl ¢en Ll L}kl evansccl z:.l bch:ﬂl wordu'l vlo:; bot' m!lonLcn, ly
war- n W apgerigs ¥an waar echefen in da nabpbeid |- roor et riadé binoco'loviico, ¢ .01 !
* kamaade ]E.un e wardzn pezion, gls?ud zsl de over ' |k wohepen ietda Jzrbinoza b:wr:u komen nle
heil darrvdn secwitligd, o con oot zet cen lax3: ‘inden biitea kased ten ankér ‘pano; zal ableen di
aar. toand maar het kehip afped soilen wordso °1= het- | f Teelft vau d«. Ligcloren va-lf's.a.-. e lw..l"u 'wordeu
zelve maar deze huvee wehynt te kamen. - ceicitamd, e s VSl |. ] B
Teo cinte deze hepaliog ten'vollé vt fe socren ¢ : [Awerikaausche schepen io den havén vih fnmoda,
slleq Liooten van Zeputixaine 5 “ctte ultyd dooe den. -zuller kunteo vcrkryuen watet asT * boord tcaca vours
%n(cnu woyder Lol gerezd Feid waTien gehouam, welke! " “ticu Iavdeed p ies '(czuh) § ror i’ valgetaden baa?,
busteis als gulks naliz duigt 230 zeover ale Tt 6, $d¢ watervnten' daor Let E‘h1p geleend wordendr] en
Yaod {Mikgaties Smn] zullen pian ot te onderroés - Lrainlhmit aaa lboord geleybrd vole augesesr zaven .
ke of let pokip i pazigt al of virt in den hasec 21l dumnﬂ. veee Linderd pitjes per kubiek aki, cf lsul.-lel .
konen.: Ads ou de eckippue ran zolk ecl xd vhip den 'rn.n vyl Amcn.sa[.srhe voeter. - . _ g

* Taven'wil ey Lrogen, zal de'laads hetzelse naE L v Bk BinT, .
seie veilige nnhcrp],nls hreapen, i gedarerde des-’ " A B Luz‘ens:zt Adjudoaat,
zclfs wcrbljf aldiaral bed g obel_'.Le ganrendiép, omL ; l\UR&K-“Wﬂ- |Kader! -
" bet sieckoyen Ao wdt belzelve s llg n.mgt Imb..cu, - Lu:f urm.! Gavternenr
gerakkelink (¢ nvcken, G’omfg:.?'cmd =l z
. Flet 110k var den f30dy 240 zen sear nthtptr mcr o o i'I ik I'sam e
. . Qmachtive Amecikaansths tc{,l"n diep in beswaion, Op"ulbedeﬂ' bber mu ‘de Quriogsimant van,
: vyftien dodluees vour sehepen teer den dertien eo " de Vereenin nde Staten i d-’ Tecen Uek Qost Indie,
minder i acatiién socten diep in het winter, Heo Ciebar, e Fopa : 155
- dollaray cn vyf dallars vacr acherin windey din der- Esuv e xer!af ”“"% :
l:¢1 Anerikaapsche voeten fep1n hetwoter:. - i -t AL 1LC, ToaTHan.
“ Uit lyin 22! betax]d sardea in gindeo of zllscrc.. P O I I‘rcn:at Mieaingi] Jw ;
rr.uut, cf met ncne gelyke, wode ¢ ju goedersrn en S, Jap’u‘. dnn "Sa.cn wsy, 1854
’ L]

Piate 1

Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XII, Number 2 (Spring
1958)



 HEEHIAPELAN CORUERT.

Ul\ ITED STATES STEAM FRIGATE
“I’OW! [ATAN.?

An Ethtopian .enter t'uument will be given by the
Jupmncse 0lio Minstrels,

on board £his ship, en o cvening, theZ4inst.
weather favor .1ble, to which the OreicERs invite your attendance. -

PROGRAMME,
' PART FIRST. -
K ds Colored * Glemmen’ of the North”
GRAND OVERTURLE.

1. PICAYUNE BUTLER, . . . . Mr. Dabuey.
2. LADIES WON'L YOU MARRY?., & Trip P

3. SALLY WEAVER, . . . . . . ¢ Dabugy.
4. UNCLE NED, . . . “  Reeves.

5 SALLY IS DEGAL FOR ME .« % De Costa.
0.

OH! M=x. DOON i a4 .« « % " Dabney.

: TART SECOND,
“ds Ni iggas of the Soutl.”

. ' GRANID OVERTURE

1. OLD TAR RIVER, . . : . . . M Dabney.
‘2. MaAssA’s IN DE coL n! coLp GrOU nn, - Pablo.

3. OLD GREY GOOSE, . . . . . “  Tripp.

4. OID AUNT BALLY " O ok X ‘“  Dabney. -
h., CANAL BOYS, . . » . % De Costa

6. VIRGINIA ROSEBUD . ., . . ¥ Dabney..

SOLO ON VIOLIN, by C. McLewec,

—

. The whole to conclude with a bur Eesquc on Bulwer's
cclebrated play of

THE LADY OF _LYONS,
intraducing a ucw and much admired pas de derz, with
the following cust of charactersi—-

CLAUDE MELNOTTE, alias sAm sonsivg, My, Dabney.

PAULINE @figs POLLY ANN, Miss Tripp,
GINGER, Mr., MeLewee.
MINSTRELS, &\ By the whole Band.

Manager, Ma W. J. Daener.
Musical Di ector, Mr. G, MclewEE.

- —

I’m[’mmuncc io eommenco at o'clock, 1}rcclscly
gArsN ExvepiTion Punvss.

Prarc 11
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The broadside printed on 27 June has no separate title, but begims:
“THIS IS TO CERTIFY That Yohatsi, Hikoyemon and Dshirobe,
have been appointed Pilots for American vessels entering or departing
from the port of Simoda, and, That the following rates for pilotage
have becn established by the proper authorities’; the rates follow, It
closcs: ‘By order of the Commiander-in-chief, Sias Bent, Flag Lien-
tenaut, Approved, M. C. Porry, Connnander-in-chief of the U. S.
Naval Forces in the East India, China, and Japan seas. U. S. Stcam

- Frigate Mississippi, Simeda, Island of Nippon, Japan, Juneé 22d, 1854,
This is printed in the left-hand column of the sheet (which measures
14% by ¢% inches); in the right-hand column is a translation of the
whole into Dutch, which is approved by A, L. C. Portman, the Dutch
interpreter to the expedition,

The broadside reprinted on the following day, 28 June, is a smaller
sheer (133 by 8% inches), bearing the title: ‘Regulations Respecting
Pilots, and the Supplying of Amecrican Vessels Entering the Port of
Simoda,” given likewise both in English and Dutch, This broadside is
reproduccd in Plate I. The handwritten signature in Chinesc characters
of Kura-Kawa-Kahel that appears on the document poses a problem: if
the place and date of printing of this broadside were in fact ‘At Sca’
and ‘June 28th; 1854,” this signature raust be a copy (possibly by Wells
Williams, the interpreter, whose journal shows that he could write
Chinese characters), as the expedition left Simoda for Okinawa just
before this date and had no further contact with Japan.

The broadside bearing the date of printing of zr July (14% by ¢%

mnchcs in size) has the title ‘Additional Regulations,” and begins:

Agreed to between Commodore Marraew C. Perny, Special Envoy to
Japan, from the United States of America, and Havasur Darcagku-No-
kamir; Ioo, Prince of Tsus-simay Izawa, Prince of Mima-saki; T'supzukl,

one but difficult to solve, The Permont, on which it was to be shipped, along with
other supplics, never sailed because of a shorrage of manpower, and it is not known
whether the press was put on board the Afacedownian, the Vandalia, the Lexington, or
some other of the ships that joined Perry in China toward the end of 1853. How-
ever it arrived, it was appatently soon transferrcd to the flagship, then the steam-
frigate Powbhatan, for the first two surviving printed doenments give this ship as
the place of printing, Perry moved lis flag to the Afississippi on 18 Junc 1854, and
presumably the press moved with him, as this ship is given as the place of printing
in subsequent productions of the press. Allusions to the press in the journals of the
expedition already referred to do not help to clarify the question of locatian.
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Prince of Suruga; Upoxo, Member of the board of Revenue; TARKE No UcHI
Sierraro, and Martsusaky Aicairaro; Commssioners of the Emperor of
Japan, on behalf of their respective gavernments,

It is a scrics of twelve short “Articles,” giving the additional regulations,
and stating at the end that copies in English, Japancse, and Dutch had
been signed and exchanged. The date 1s given as ‘Simoda, Japan,
Jone 17th, 1854,” and Perry has signed it, adding to his usual title for
this specral occaston ‘end Special Fnvoy ro Japan’

The other four issucs of the Japan Expedition press in Harvard’s
possession contain sailing directions, based on the surveys of the various
harbors made by Licutenants Silas Bent and William Maury and others,
The carliest of these is dated “U. S. Steam-I'rigate “Powhatan,” Har-
bor of Hakodadi, Island of Yesso, Japan, May 27th, 1854.”*® This is
a large sheer (14% by 19% inches), printed in the form of two pages
sct side by side, contamning three sets of sailing dircerions; on the first
page appears ‘Sailing Directions for Napha, Istand Great Lewchew,’
and on the second, ‘Qonting, or Port Mellville, Island Great Lewchew’
and ‘Sailing Directions and Observatons, Upon Lloyd’s Harbaor,
Bonin Islands, from reports of Acting Masters Madigan and Bennetr of
the U. 8. ships Saratoga and Susquchanna,” All three sections have the
printed signature of Silas Bent. ‘Macao, Oct. 1st, 1853,” appears as the
date of composition for the first and third ssctions; the direcrions for
Naha have an added neotc concerning some spar buoys, also signed by
Bent.® There is a manuscript correction on Iarvard’s copy of this
broadside: the ‘ing’ in ‘standing’ has been crossed out i ink; presum-
ably the correction was also made on the copy Perry sent to the Sccre-
tary of the Navy, for the word appears correctly as ‘stand’ in Corre-
spendence * and in subsequent printed versions.

The squadron had visited Okinawa, referred to as ‘Great Lewchew,’
on the way to and from Japan on the first trip, and made a final visit
therc on leaving Japan for the sccond time. The Adississippi was at
Naha, Okinawa, on 7 July 1854, when another set of sailing directions
were printed: ‘Sailing Directions for the Harbor of Simoda, by Lieut,
Wm, L. Maury, U. 8. N.” These, like the previous set, are printed as
two pages on one shecet, this time of blue-green paper, measuring

* There is a copy of this broadside in the Nattonal Archives.

*In Correspondence the added notc is dated 27 May 1854, the date of priating
of the broadside.

® Correspondence, p. 155.
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12 % by 157 inches.** A rcvised version of these directions was printed
on the homewatd trip; it is this version that Spalding prints in the
appendix to his published diary.® This s dated “U. S. Steam Frigate
Mississippi, Honolulu, October 26, 1854, and embodies various cor-
rections, mostly of technical matters such as compass directions and
distances. A footnate by Lieutcnant Maury explains: ‘Several errors
in the fitst edition of these directions, published in July last, have been
corrected m the above, — W, L. M.” No copy of this revised broad-
side 15 now known to be in existence; the earlier version is printed in
the Senate publication® but the official history of the expedition,
Narrative of the Expedition of an American Sgquadron to the Ching
Seas and Japan,® quotes the revised version and adds some further cor-
rections.

U, S. Steam Frigate Mississippi, at Sea, July 2oth, 1854 1s the im-
print of another set of directions, ‘Sailing Directions for Hakodadi,
by Lieut. Wm. L. Maury, U. 5. N’ These are printed on a buff
sheet (14% by 9% inches), and include information about procuring
wood, water, and various kinds of food 1n Hakodate, as well as the
navigational instructions, They close: ‘By order of Commodarc M. C.
Prrry, U. 8. N.;” with ‘Steas Bexr, Flag Licutenant’ as signatare, and
arc dated ‘At Sea, July 18th, 1854

‘Sailing Dircctions for Yedo® {T'okyo) arc also by Licutenant Maury,
These are printed on a sheer (12% by 7% inches) of the same blue-
grecn paper as the directions for Simoda, and close with Perry’s
authorization and Silas Bent’s signature. This broadside, however, gives
‘U. S. Steam Frigate Mississippi, ITong Kong, Scpt. qth, 1854 as the

imprint — a date only a weck before Commeodore Perry set out for

~ ®™This broadside and those dated 20 July and 4 September are not in the National
Archives set; sce note 3 above.

= The Japan Expedition, pp. 367-370.

= Correspondence, pp. 189~192. The only points of difference between the broad-
sides containing sailing directions and the reprintings in Correspondence (besides a
few minor differences of punctuativn) are in the expanding, 1a the latter, of the
words ‘northward,’ ‘eastward,’ ete., which in the broadsides were abbreviated ‘N'd.,
etc. Presumably, while the broadsides were intended for the use of sailors and navi-
gators who would repularly use these abbreviations, the politicians in Washington
and other Jaymen were not expected to be conversant with such nautical shortcuts.

* This bulky work, in three volumes, was, 2ecording to the titde-page, “‘compiled
from the original notes and journals of Commodore Perry and his officers, at his
request, and under his supervision, by Francis L. Hawks, T3, D. L. L, ID with numer-
aus illustrations.” it was ‘published by order of the Congress of the United States’
in Washington in 1856, :
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home in an English mail stcamer, leaving the Mississippi to follow him
after making onec final visit to Simoda.
One further broadside of the Japan Expcdition press, printed in the
samc style, has survived in a copy at the National Archives. This is
datcd *U. S. Steam Frigate Mississippi, at Sea, July 17, 1854 and the |
title reads: ‘Compact between the United States and the Kingdom of ’
Lew Chcw Signed at Napa, Great Lew Chew, the 11th day of July, ;
1854." Referring to this compact in his leteer to the Secretary of the
Navy dated 19 july,25 Perty wrote: ‘T also entered into a compact
with the royal authorities, which binds the government and people
of Lew-Chew to treat with kinduess and friendship all Americans visit-
ing the ports of the island, to supply them with whatever they may
need, and ro succor and protect all shipwrecked persons who may be
thrown upon any part of the kingdom; to establish pilots, &c. (Sce
accompanying paper, D.)" *°
Examination of an unpublished diary of the expedition, that of
GGeorge Henry Preble, wha was an officer on board the Aacedonian,
brought to light another product of the press, which is here reproduced
in Plate JL** Tlustrating another use to which the press was put, it is
a printed program, measuring 8% by g7 inches, for a minstrel show
given on board the Powhatan as part of the first reception held by the
expedition for the Japanese. The phrase, ‘Japan Expedition Press,’
printed flamboyantly at the head of other broadsides {compare Plate I},

# Correspondesice, pp. 16g-170.

®The compact printed in Correspordence as the ‘accompanying paper’ lacks the
‘D,’ although it follows documents marked ‘A, ‘B,’ and ‘C’ and although the broad-
side original at the Archives has 2 hzndwritten ‘D’ at the top of the page.

¥ The broadside s tipped in between pages 109 and zoo of the bound volume of
Preble’s diary, now in the collections of the Massachusetts Histarical Society, with
whose kind permission the reproduction has been made.

In 1865 Preble, then Commander U. S. N, presented to Harvard a volume com-
bining miscelianeous works on Japan, in which he had pasted a Jarge numher of
press clippings relating to the Japan expedition. Other materials at Idarvard
of special interest in connection with the expedition include two letters from
Commodore Perry to William Moore, merchant at Canton., 3 February and
31 March 18354 (2lso in the Heard Collection, Baker Library); a framed set of five
contemporaty lithographs of scenes relating to the cxpedition, dane by Hcine and
Brown, and dedicated to ‘Commodore M. C, Perry, Officers and Men of the Japan
Expedition’ {(Harvard Busincss School); 2 manuscript account in Japanese of the
expedition, including drawings, some in color, of officers, men, ships, and the small
loconiotive, a few of which were reproduced in Life Magazine, 17 September 1045
(Houghton Library, gift of the Jate Dr Lrnest G, Stillman); and scverzl publications
in Japanese refating to the expedition {(Chincse-)apancse Library). -
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here appears in modest capitals at the foot of the sheet. The date of
the reception was obviously undccided at the time of prmtmor for
spaccs were left blank for the date and the hour of the cntertainnent;
Preble himself wrote in ‘Sunday’ and “26,” but the reception was finally
held on the following day, Monday, 27 March 18¢4.

Also pasted into this manuscript diary of Preble’s is another program
for a very similar performance, held on Thursday, 22 June, when the
fleet was at Simoda. This measures 7% by 4% inches, and 15
printed in green ink, with what secm to be completely different types
from those used for all broadsides previously described. The contents
of the program arc much the same, but there is no mention of the
Japan IExpedition press. However, unless this was a souvenir copy
printed when the expedition returned home (which is most unhhcly)
therc secms to be no explavation of its existence other than that it teo
was printed by the shipboard press, and it must consequently be as-
sumed that the choice of type scnt out by the Statc Department was
quite considerable.

A third program sust have been prinved for another minstrel show,
at Hakodate, for in the official Narrative there is a rcference tQ this
entertainmcent:

Lverything vwas arranged appropriately as to dresses and scenery, much as
it would have been at home. Bills of the performance, too, were printed
by the aid of the press, § which was on hoard one of the ships of the sqmdron,
and freely worked within the deminions of the Emperor of Japan, without
regarding any censorship that he might possibly be disposed to cstabhsh.
American like, our men stuck to the principle of a “free press,” on the
ground that the press itself and popular opinion are abount the best cor-
rectives of the abuse of the press.®

This fervent defense of the frecdom of the press hardly seems justified
by the character and scope of the surviving broadsides. However, an
entry in McCauley’s diary for 3 June, about the activities of two of
his friends, has lcd at least one writer to assuine that the press was pat
to further, lcss official use.®® McCauley writes:

Their sole amusement since our arrival in Joe, has been the keeping of a
Journal in newspaper style, issuing a number every day, and occasionally
an extra, when the news of the day was ample enough, expending any

¥ Narrative, 1, g470.
® Arthur Walworth, Black Ships off Japan (New York, 1946}, p. 215.
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blank space in a reciprocai Editorial warfare, some thing 3 la Pottsville
Independent & Latansville Gazette: T pat them encouragingly on the back
to keep them from flagging, This kind of Journal is the most amusing
I know of, besides the novelty of style in using the Editorial “we”, they
record all the incidents of the times in the most entertaining manner. . . .

One of our doctors sings a very pretty song called “The Sailor boy’s |

grave.,” Bibbles wanted the words for lus paper the Niphon Herald.?® i

No further evidence has been found cither to confirm or refute the
suggestion that these ‘journals’ were printed, but it seems possible thac
the men might have had access to the press, and used it for their own
amusement, No copies however, either manuscript or printed, of any
such newspapers have as yet come to light, |

The products of the Japan Expedition press that are known to have
sutvived arc very few: five broadsides printing diplomatic documents,
four containing sailing directions, and one, or probably two, minstrel-
show programs. It is possible that the present scarcity is due to the
fact that Perry did not nced many copices of any particular document,
and therefore that very few were printed. From evidence in Corre-
spondence and the official Narrative, liowever, we may assume that !
there was a considerable number of further products of the press that '
have now either been lost or remain unrecognized. The author will
of course welcome any information about other issues, or further
copies of the issues known to have survived, from this unusual press.®

RoeerT W, LoveTT

® With Perry in Japan, pp. 120-121, where ‘Bibbles’ is identified as Captain’s
Clerk Bibby, who was on the Powhatan during the expedition,

*The author wishes to acknowledge the cooperation of Mrs Elizabeth Fox, Assist- .
ant to the Editor of the Butresin, in assembling and presenting the informaton em- ,
bodied in chis ardcle,
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