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~ NOTES

The Earl of Buchan’s Kick: A Footnote to the
History of the Edinburgh Review

T seems that David Stewart Fr-

sking, eleventh FEarl of Buchan

{1742—182¢), Lkicked himself into
a kind of immortality * when, in No-
vember of 1808, he booted the twenty-
fifth number of the Edindurgh Revieaw
from his Edinburgh house into the
street, ‘to be trodden under foot by
man and beast.’2 This number con-
tained the famous review cntitled
‘Don Pedro Cevallos on the French
Usurpation of Spain’ which mingled
praise of the Spanish patriots who had
risen against Napoleon wich bitter
criticism of the upper classes, English
2s well as Spanish, and a demand for
reform of the British constitution. The
exact apportionment of the authorship
of this article still remains in dispute,
though it is clear that it was a collabo-
rative effortby Jeffrey and Broughar,®
But there has never been any qucstion

*Cf. The Comsbridge History of English
Literature, Xil, 149.

* Alexander Fergusson, ¥'he Honourable
Hepry Erskine . .. awith Notices of Cer-
tain of Hisr Kinsfoik and of Flis Thme (Edin-
hurgh, 1882), p. 48¢, rccords the incident in
greatest detaill.) For contemporary repaorts
see Henry Thomas Lord Cockburg, Life of
Lord Jeffrey {Edinburgl, 1852}, I, 190, aud

TefEreys letter to Yrancis ITorner, 6 Decem--

ber 1808, in Alemofirs and Correspondence
of Francis Horner, ed, Leonard ITorncr
{London, 1843), 1, 435,

For a summary of the latest evidence
sce Elisabeth Schaeider, Trwin Griggs, and
Jobn D, Kern, ‘Brougham's Early Contribu-
tions to the Edinburgh Review: A New List,”
Modern I'bilelogy, XLII (1945), 170-171.

of the effect created by its appearance.
It gave final impetus to the plans for
the rival Taory Quarterly, called forth
numerous angry pamphlets against
the Edinburgh, and shocked respect-
able readers everywhere. Sydney
Smith, who shared the contemporary
view that Brougham was the sole au-
thor of the article, wrote to Lady Hol-
land from London:

You have no idea of the consternation
which Drougham’s attack upon the
titled orders has produced: the Review
not only discontinued by many, but re-
turned to the bookseller from the very
first volume: the library shelves fumi-
gated, etc.lt

Thus the Earl's reaction was cer-
tainly far from unique, thongh he ex-
pressed it in a somewhat unorthodox
manner, quitc in accord with the repu-
tation for eccentricity which he had
achicved among his Edinburgh con-
temporaries.® YWhat makes the often
told anecdote represeit more than
whac it is always used to illustrate —

'Smith to Lady Hollend, 10 Janwary
1809, in Saba Lady Holland, 4 Mewnwir of
the Reverend Sydney Smirh (London, 1855),
II, 25.

*This rzputation did not prevent such
critical minds as Scott and Brougham from
expressing their high opinion of the Earl's
native abilitics; see Scort’s Jowrnal, cd. J. G,
Tait and W. M. Parker (Edinburgh, 1030~
46), 111, 5s-56, and The Life and Tiures of
Henry Lord Brougham Written by Hinself
{Edinburgh, 871), 1, 5.
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the response of an old and cecentric
nobleman to wiat was then considered
to be Jacobin doctrine —is the Earl
of Buchan’s own political background
of radical Whiggism.

He himself assigned a rather small
piace to his political activities. for, ac-
cording to his own statement, ‘he with-
drew from public life at a very carly
period after his succession to the title
[1767], and dedicated himseclf to the
duties of a private station, the advance-
ment of science and literature, and the
improvement of his native country by
the arts of peace.” ® He fancied himself
most as patron of the arts, biographer,
and antiquary. And his life presents an
amazing record of rangential contact
with the great.’

He was the oldest and least eminent

-of three sons. While .one of his

younger brothers, Thomas Erskine,
went on to become Lord Chanccellor
of Enpland, and the other, Henry
Erskine, Lord Advocate of Scotland,
the closest he himself ever came to a
public career was his refusal, in 1766,
to accept the post of secretary to the
British Ambassador to Spain, on the
ground that thc Ambassador was of in-
ferior rank. This course lost him his
chance for a diplomatic career, but
wor hin the approbation of Dr John-
son.® ‘

The year following this incident
his father, a convert to Mecthodism,

¢Sir Rohert Douglas, The Pecrage of
Scotland, 2nd ed., revised and corrected by
John P. Wood (Edinburgh, 1B13), I, 28a.

"For Buchan’s life sce DNB; Fergusson,
Henry Erskine, pp. 477-512, and passim;
John Nichols, Rlustrations of the Literary
History of the Eighteently Century (London,
18i9-s8), VI, g89—s21; and Jeln Buchan,
Swine Eighteenth Centiery Byways (Edin-
burgl, 1906),£p. 205-225.

*Boswell, Life of Jubnson, ed. Birkbeck
Rill {Oxford, 1887), II, 177,

died at Bath, where he had scttled as a
disciple of Selina, Countess of Hun-
tingdon. After five days of obscquies
conducted by Whitefield, Lady Hun-
tingdon and the bereaved widow
turned their attention to the new Eari
and were successful in persuading him
to make public profession of hus faith.
They appointed no less than founr
personal chaplains for the pious young
man, including John Wesley, who ex-
ptessed his gratitude for the honor
done him.®2

‘IHow long Buchan remained in the
fold we do not know. Perhaps the
memory of his religious experience
lent some force to the famous kick,
since the Edmburgh Review, in the
person of Sydney Smith, took great
pleasure in ridiculing the Methodists,
We do know that, apart from his
writings, the sole formal activity of
Buchan’s life was his founding and
dircction of a Scottish Society of An-
tiquaries.® This is not to say that he
lacked energy. On the contrary, he
was totally unable to sit quictly in his
chair for any length of time, and °

*Fergusson, Heary Erskine, pp. 8y—go.

®On this aspect of Buchan’s life sce
Archacologia Scotica: or Transiactians of
the Society of Antiquaries of Secatland, 1
(1792}, passim; Account of the Insiitution
and Progress of the Society of the Antiguar-
fes of Scotlend, FPart Secomnd (Edinburgh,
1784}; Historical Manuscripts Commission,
Report on the Laing Manuscripts, Preserved
in the University of Edinburgh (LLondan,
1014-25), II, passim; and correspondence
with Horace Walpole in The Letters of
Horace Walpole, ed. Mrs Paget Toynbee
(Oxford, 1905), Vols. X-XI1, passim, or
The Yale Editiont of Horace Walpele's Cor-
respondence, cd. Wilmarth §, Lewis, etc.
(New Haven, Conn., 1933— ), Vol XV,
passimy letter of Andrew Dalzel 1o Roberr
Liston, 30 November 1782, in Andrew 1al-
zcl, History of the University of Edinburgh
from Its Foundation (Edinburgh, 1862), I,

39-40.
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spent eightcen hours of each day in
activity.®* lde liked to he considered
‘the director-peneral of all eminent
men in whatever departments of rtal-
ent,” and did pot hesitate to visit hus
‘¢leves’ (as he called them) at any hour
of the day, preferably in the early
morning.'* He had no children by his
wife and would often obscrve, quoting
Bacon, that ‘great men have no con-
tinuance,’ citing Frederick the Great,
Gearge Washington, and himself as
proof.® The quotation did not really
apply to him since he had one natural
son. Nevertheless, he songht additional
consolation in regarding all men whose
first name happened to be David as
his sons, cspecially when they had
achieved some degree of prominence:
Those to whom he thought himself
remotely related he called ‘grand-
father’ (Sir Thomas Browne) or
‘cousin’ (George Washington and
George 1IT).

His most famous ‘¢léve’ was prob-
ably Robert Burns, whom he advised,
early in 1787, ‘to keep his eye upon
Parnassus and drink deep of the foun-
tains of Helicon,' but to beware of ‘the
jolly god of wine. 1* For this piece of
paternal advice Burns thanked him in
the most flattering terms,'® although
he filed his answer with the comment:
‘Copy of 2 letter to Lord Buchan in

" Robert P, Gillies, Aewmoirs of a Liter-
ary Veteran (London, 1841), 1, 338.

*Humours of the North, No, Iil; Re-
collections af the Fa:l of B, Fraser’s aga-

zine, XV (r837), 355-361.

% John Lord Campbell, The Liver of the
Lord Chancellors and Keepers of the Great
Seal of England, 4th cd. (London, 1856-57),
IX, .100.

¥ Quoted in Catherine Carswell, The
Life of Robert Burns {Londan, 1930), p. 248.

®Purns to DBachan, 7 February 1787, in
The Letters of Robert Buras, e¢d. John De
Lancey Iergoson {Oxford, 1931), I, 72-74.

answer to a bombast epistle he sent
me when I swent first to Edinburgh.’’®
In 1391 Buchan invited Burns to come
to the first of a series of annual festi-
vals in honor of the poet Jarmes Thom-
son.? This was to be hcld in the
grounds of Dryburgh Abbey, which
the Earl had purchased five years ear-
licr.®® Burns wrote that he was too
busy with the harvest, but sent 2n ‘Ad-
dress to the Shade of the Bard’1?
And in 1794 he sent Buchan a copy of
‘Bannockburn,’ as a ‘small tributc of
gratitude of that acquaintance with
which yon have been pleased to honor
me.” 2¢ &

The I'arl had other satisfactions.
There was the time he invited nine
young Edinburgh ladies of rank to
breakfast, in order to have himself
painted with them as ‘Apollo and the
Muses.! All went well until Cupid
made his appearance, in the shape of 2
young man properly armed with bow
and arrows, but improperly clad in
nothing at 2ll. The “‘Musces’ ran shriek-
ing from the room, but Buchan is re-
ported to have been happy.* His
own favorite Muse seems to have been
‘Urania’ (Lady Anne Ifamilton),

®Eatry in Commonplace Book for 16
Junc 1988, as printed in Charles Rogers,
The Book of Rebert Burns (Edinburgh,
188001}, 11, 332,

YQn thess fesuvals see Léon Alorel,
Janes Thomson, sa vie et ses oenvres (Paris,
1855), pp. 1g-19r. They were celebrared
entil 1819.

*For an account by Buchan himself of
his lifc at Dryborgh Abbey see ‘Albantcus
to IHortus,” Hee, iV {11 Auvpust 1791), 16o-
166, “Albantcus’ was Buchan’s pscudonym.

®Burns to Buchan, 29 Aupgust 17613
Letters, 11, Bs.

“Bums to DRuchan, 1z January 1794;
Letters, I, 230-231. The orxiginal of this
leeter, with ‘Scots Wha Hae' in Burns’s owa
hand, is in the Harvard College Library.

# Fergusson, Henry Lrskine, pp. 485-486.
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whose first visit to Dryburgh is thus
evoked in his journal:

I arrive at Dryburgh Abbey at half past
five in the afternoon at the same time of
the day when Urania paid her first visit
to it. I see the bright rays of the Sun of
our Apolle shining thra the radiated
window of the Abbey, I press my lips
to the first footstep of my Muse on the
thresheld of my home , , 22

It is bard to say just how much more
than an embodiment of the Farl's life-
long interest n astronemy ‘Urania’
represenicd.  The following passape
from a letter may help to illustrate the
relationship, as well as Buchan’s style:

My dear Urania! Remember all that I
have said tn you herctofore and look
again and again at my gratefull [sic] life
in your hands and so think and conduct
yoursclf that we may mcecet at last in the
regions of tranquillity and immortal
Rliss, Fargwell,?3

Tt was for ‘Urania’ that Buchan, in
1802, broke his vow never to be present
again at an election of the Peers of
Scotland who were to sit ip the House
of Lords, She had asked him to use
his influence on behalf of one of the
candidatcs, pieading friendship, reason,
and virtue. These three being ‘the
darlings of my soul by which it has
cver been adorned and guided,” Buchan
acceded to her request.*! He had made

® Buchan’s journal, in tnanuscript, ¢
April 180z2. Portions of the journal and of

the Earl's correspondence with ‘Urania’ are -

in the Piecpont Morgan Library, New York
City. Quorations from these portions are
made with the perinission of the Dircctor
of the Morgan Library.

¥ Buchan to lady Bamilton, undated;
Morgan Library MSS, MA 656.

2 Buchan to Lady Hamilcon, 13 August
t8o2; - Morgan Library MSS, MA 666, He
had actually broken his vow at Jeast once
before by attending an election of peers in

the vow in 178z, after conducting a
sort of onc-man campaign on behalf
of the independence of the Scottish
nebility. Ever since the Act of Union
of 1707 the sixtcen Scottish Peers who
represented Scotland in the Touse of
Lords had been selected from London
by means of the “I'reasury List’ swhich
was openly circulated to all the Peers
of Scotland by whatever administra-
tion was in power at the time of an
clection. The Pecrs habitually voted
for the sixteen of their number thus
designated, Buchan had fought against
this system since 1768. In 14780 he
published a Speech . . . Intended to
Have Been Pelivered at the Meeting
of the Pecrs of Scotland, for the Gen-
eral Election of Their Representatives
-+ .4 and two years later he tried
to oppose the Earl of Lauderdale in
a {ree election, He was almost success-
ful on that occasion — Laudcrdale was
recurned by the close margin of thir-
teen to eleven —because Rockingham
died just before the clection and Shel-
burne, his successor, was thought to
favor DBuchan, But the gesult still
meant defeat for the Earl, who took
leave of his fellow Peers in this fashion:

My independence is unexterminable. I
can live on the food, the simple food, of
my ancestors. I can prepare it, if it is
necessary, in a helmet, and str it about
with my sword, the name, the origin,
the emblem, and the charter of my
family.2»

17873 Caledonion Mercury, 26 and 20 March
1787, guoted in Henry William Meikle,
Scotland and the French Revofution (Glas-
FOW, 1gi2}, p. 13.

EZQuoted in William Law Mathicson,
The Awakbening of Scotland; a History
fromr 1747 to 1757 {Glasgaw, 1010}, P. 73.
Fergusson, Henry Erskine, p. 194, claims
that Buchan's efforts played a large parc in
the eventual defeat of the pld system of elec-
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Perhaps it was this rather discourag-
ing personal experience with the work-
ings of the Dritish constitution that
led Buchan, only a few months after
his valedictory to the Scottish Peers,
to become an enthusiastic supporter
of the Reverend Christopher Wyvill
and his Yorkshire Association for par-
Larmentary reforni. In answer to a cir-
cular letter from the Association he
assured Wyvill that ‘my mosc strenu-
ous efforts shall not be wanting in
Scotland, to meet the virtuous wishes
of the Constitutional Friends of J.i-

~berty.” 2 A report on his efforts fol-

lowed ten days later*™ The Yorkshire
Association was in no scnse a demo-
cratic or 2 radical movement. It had
arisen among the freeholders of York-
shire who concerned themselves with
‘cconomical reform’ (of corruption
and wasteful spending) and with de-
mands for increased county representa-
tion In Parliament.?®! Buchan was
still jo good company: hoth Burke and
Pitt supported the aims of the Associa-
tion. But the time was not far distant

tivns, But Meikle, Scotland, p. 13, sces no
evidence that the Treasury List was abolished
at this time. 1t was simply circulated more
discreetly. Reform had to wait till 1832,

® Buchan ro Wyvill, 2 Decémber 1782,
in Political Papers, Chiefly Respecting the
Attenmipt of the County of York and Oiher

. Couniiderable Districts . . . 10 Effect a Re-

forsnation of the Parlicinent of Great Britain,
ed. Christopher Wyvill. (York, 1794-1802),
IV, 523.

*Buchan to Wyvill, 2 December 14823
Political Papers, IV, 524-526. '

* Cynics may note that only a few months
befere Buchan joined this ‘economical re~
form’ association he had asked J.ord George
Germain’s ‘interest’ to secure him the rever-
sion of the office of Vice-Admiral of Scot-
land; Buclan to Germain, zr March 1781,
Historical Manuscripts Commission, Reporz
on the Manuscripts of Mrs. Stopford-Sack-
ville {London, rgog-10), 1, 76,

when he was to refer ironically to
Burke as ‘a modern pensioner of writ-
ing memory, and suzbifme abilitics,’ *?
while praising ‘philanthropic Painc.’ %0

His brother, Thomas Lrskine, who
brilliantly defended Paine in 1792 and
who played a prominent part in the
Society of the Friends of the People —
the Foxite Whig organization for par-
iiamentary reform founded in the
coursc of the same vecar by Charles
(Jater Lord} Grey-—may have had
something to do with Buchan’s ‘radical’
period, But the Friends of the People
explicitly repudiated I’aine-—it wvas
onc thing to defend 2 democrat and
quitc ancther to praise him. -Buchan
was no doubt carricd away by his ea-
thusiasm for the French Revolution
and the reforms instituted under its
banner, an cnthusiasm quite apparent
in his writings during the year 179251
Whar makes the pamphlet against a
standing army (which followed che
next year) especially interesting is
that in spite of all his praise of France
and of Painc, his skepticism shout the
achievements of the ‘Glorious Revolu-

= ‘Albanicus,’ Letters on the Impolicy of
a Stapding Araury, in Time of Peace (London,
1793), P» 25. A copy of this pamphler iz in
the Harvard College I.ibrary.

®‘Albanicus,” Letters on the hnpolicy,
P 54

# See ‘Albanicus,” ‘Novern Organum TPo-
liticum — Being an Attempt to Show that
the Acra of Scientific Government Is Ar-
rived, Hee, Vil (29 February 1792), 312-
319; and DBuchen, Esrays on the Fives and
W/ ritings of Fletcher of Saltown and the
Poer Thomson (London, 1792), pp. xxxiji-
xxxiv. ‘The latter work was the second of a
projected series of hiographics of eminent
Scotsmen, The first, An Account of the
Life, Writings, and Inventions of jobn
Napier, of Merchiston (Perth, r1787), was
written by Buchan in association with Walrer
Misro. '
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tion’ of :688,%? and his demands for a
speedy reform of Parliament, Buchan
there draws a very clear distinction
between the ‘people’” and the ‘mob.’
On the one hand, he bitterly resented
~— and egregiously misinterpreted —
Burke’s allusion to the people {among
whom the Earl included himself) as a
herd of swine;%* on the other, he pro-
posed the establishment of a militia to
include ‘all men of property,’ powerful
cnough to repress vile mobs engaged
in ‘the democratic mischief of trans-
ferring property.’ ** The Earl of Bu-
chan remained 2 Whig for a2’ thar!

By 1794 the excesses of the French
Revelution had canght up with him
and he saw the peaple of France sunk
‘in a depth of distress that has no par-
allel in the history of past ages.’? In
May of that year he wrote Daniel
Stoart, then Secretary of the Society
of the Friends of the People, that he
was unwilling to lend his name to the
Society, ‘when T cannot see that the
remedies praposed for a political evil
arc .equal to the cure of the political
disease,’ %6

" He approvingly quotes Lord Moles-
worth's staicment that ‘all we prevend to by
the late Revolution, bought ar so greag an
expence, was 1o bec as we were, and that
every man should have his own again, the
eficeting of which may be called a piece of
good luck, which Is the best that can be said
of it'; Buchan, Letters on the fmpolicy, p.
33.

= Letters on the Impealicy, p. 25; compare
Burke's prophecy in Reflections en the
Frencl: Revolution: ‘Learning will be cast
into the mire, and trodden down under the
haoofs of a swinish multitude.”

® Letters on the hupolicy, p. 8.

#fConsiderations on the Imporunce of
Reciprocal Iriendship and Connection be-
tween the Qld and the New YWarld, Bee,
XVIII (r Janvary 1%e4), 3371.

*Buochan to Stvare, 17 May 1794; aoto-
graph lctter in the possession of Mr Wil-
marth 8. Lewis, Farmington, Connecticut,

367
Disillusionment with the French
Revolution was by noe means an un-
common phenomenon in the seven-
teen ninetics. Within two years Daniel
Stuart himself was to hecome the edi-
tor of a Tory ncwspaper. And, in a
sense, it may scom surprising  that,
given his impulsive personality, Buchan
did not similarly gravitatc toward the
right. Whar saved him from doing so
was, in part, his long-standing adniira-
tion for the United States, in whose
forrunes and statcsmen he continued
to take a benevolent interest.

We have already seen that he looked
upon Washington as his cousin;® and
Benjamin Franklin had once saved his
life with medical advice3% Thus he
had personal as well as political mo-
tives for his cordiality. In 1791 he sent
Washington a box made of the oak
that had sheltered Sir William Wallace
after the battle of Falkirk, with the
request that it be left, on Washington’s
dccease, to the person in the United
States most worthy to receive it in the

by whose permission it is quoted here. In
the same letter Buchan states that when his
brother Thomas Erskine fltst wanted to
propose him as an honoraty member of the
Society he refused to give his approval,
Nevertheless, in the record of the stitu-
tional meeting of the Friends of the People,
11 April 1792 (Polizical Papers, ed, Christo-
pher Wyvili, 111, 131}, Buchan's name stands
at the very head of the list of non-resident
members, And Sic Gilbert Elliott, in a let-
tér to Lady Elliott of 17 May r7px (Life
and Letters of Sir Gilberr Elliort, First Earl -
aof Minte, ed. Countcss of Mintn, London,
1874, II, 26}, states that the Earl of Buchan
has become a member of onc of the reform-
ing socictics. .

*“T'or the validity of the claim sce Notes
and Queries, 6th Ser., VIl (21 July 1883),
s2, where the relationship is called ‘about
as tangible as the shadow of g shade,

“Buchan to Franklin, 18 February 1983,
in The Works of Benjamin Franklin, cd.
John Bigelow (New Yark, 1904), X, 82-83..
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owner’s opinion.®® Some correspond-
ence ensued (which Buchan was never
tired of quoting at length) zand in
1793 Washington suggested Buchan
to Jefferson as a prospective member
of the Philosophical Society of Phila-
delphia.?® The Ear! himself inherited
his box frem his ‘cousin,” since Wash-
ington did not feel competent to pick
a recipient in the United States.#

Afcer Washingron’s death, Buchan
transferred his affections to Jelfcerson,
whom he presented, in 1803, with a
copy of his biography of Fietcher and
Thomson in order to ‘defeat, as far as
my opinion could, the prejudices con-
ceived against Mr. Jefferson on both
sides of the Atlantic.”#* In his leteer
of thanks Jeflerson congratulated Bu-
chan on his courage in continuing to
advocate his principles ‘in the weak-
ened condition of Lnglish Whigism
[sic] at this day.’ 43

Acmally, Buchan took little active
interest in politics aftrer the turn of the
centary. However, he continued his
annual Washington's Birthday addres-
ses to Americans residing in Edinburgh

* Buchan to YWashington, 28 June 17914
quoted in The Earl of Buchan's Address to
the Amnericans at Bdinburgh on Washing-
ton's Birth-dav, February zad, 18t1 {Edin-
burgh, 1811}, p. 16.

¥ Washington to Jefferson, 31 December
1793, in The Writings of George Washing-
ton, cd. John C. Firzpatrick (Washington,
N, C, 1931—44), XXXIII, z2r.

“WWashington's will, ¢ July i799; T¥ri-
ings of Washingion, XXXIII, 285. At
Buchan's invitation Washingten had his
portrait painted by Archibald Robertson,
and scnt ic to the Iarl in 1793, For the his-
tory of the portrait and its present <where-
abouts see The Ties, B August 1951,

“Buchan, Address to the Awmericans, p.
18.

2 Jefferson to Buchan, ro July 1803, in
The Writings of Thownias Jefferson, ed.
Andrew A, Lipscomb {Washington, 1905},
X, go0,

at least until 1817,# and when lic came
to write his autobiographical note of
1813, he referred readers interested in
the political motives which had guided
him to his correspendence with the
Reverend Christopher Wyvill and to
that biography of Fleteher and Thony-
son which contained his radical senti-
ments of 17¢z.4

Thus it was no dichard Tory who
kicked the Edinburgh Review out of
his house after ‘Don Cevallos.” And
this makes the survival of the anecdote
peculiatly fitting. For while it is true
that the most dramatic effect of the
article was its Impact on Tories like
Sir Walter Scott, which made it, so ta
speak, the midwife of the Quarzerly,
its cffeet on the main bedy of the
Whigs (whose cause the Edinburgh
Review was presumed to further) was
perhaps even more significant. A let-
ter from Brougham, its chief author,
throws some light on chis:

In 1808, Cevallos on Spain and the war
generally first made us conspicuous as
Liberals, and called the Quarterly inta
existence in three months, an event sure
to happen as soon as we took a bold line,
But that very article, I can assure you,
offeaded Lord Grey and Halland Hovse
as much as it did the Tories.®

This was truc in Edinburgh as well
as in London:

The last review —about Cevallos —
has piven infinite offence here, bur in

“For the text of his address that year
secc Thomas Constable, Constadle and His
Yiterary Correspondents (Edinburgh, 1873),
I, 523-526.

**Douglas, Peerage of Scotland, 1, 280.

*Brougham to Napier, 27 October 1839,
in Selections from the Correspondeiee of the:
Late Macvey Napier Esg., cd. Alacvey
Napier (Londen, 1879), pp. 308-300.
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Edinburgh I learn that both friends and
faes are offended.*7

Why was this 507 Scott put his finger
on an important part of the explana-
tion when he wrote Murra}':

The last No: of the Edinr. Review has
given disgust beyond measure owing to
the tone of the article on Cevallos.4®

The tone as tnuch as the substance was
bound to offend. Whigs and Tories
alike rejoiced in the successess of the
Spanish patriots. But while the Whigs
were not likely to he unduly exercised
over the article’s suggestion that if
the Spaniards wanted a new monarch,
‘a new stock’ could ‘be brought from
Germany for a breed,*® they could

‘not be expected to show similar equa-

nimity when praise was bestowed upon
the lower orders in this fashion:

The bulk, the mass of the people, — nay
the very odious, many-headed beast, the
multitude — the mob itself — alone, un-
called, or nnaided by the higher classes,
—in despite of these higher classes, and
in direct opposition to them, as well as
to the encmy wham they so vilely joined,
—ratsed up the standard of insurrec-
tion,— bore it through wmassacre and
through victory, until it chased the usur-
per away, and waved over his deserted

courts.b¢

" Brougham to Grey, 2 December 1808,
in Brougham, Life and Times, I, 410,

" Scott to Murray, 15 November 1808,
in T'he Letters of Sir W alter Scott, ed. Sir
H, J. C. Gricrson (London, 1932-37), 11, 74.

@ Edinburgh Review, XIII (1BoR), 2:1.
Buchan, however, must have regarded this
phrase as-a personal jnsult, since for mar:ry
years he had catried on what was on his side
a aternaﬂy benevolent correspnndence
Witg his ‘counsin® George IIT and with other
members of the Royal Family., For ex-
tracts from these letters see Fergusson, Henry
Erskine, pp. 4p3-501.

@ Edinburgh Review, XIII, 2z0.
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The vse of the word ‘mob’ in any but
a pejorative sense had an unaccustomed
and unwelcome sound for Whiggish
Cars.

It is quite apparent that these fiery
phrases were the work of Brougham,
who was never averse to shocking
either friend or foe. They are cer-
fainly not typical of the generally
moderate line hitherto taken by Jef-
frey, who wrote some of the less
spectacular parts of the ‘Cevallos’ ar-
ticle. Thesc are really of morc funda-
mental importance than the shocking
phrascs: Jeffrey and his friends hoped
that the revolt of the Spanish patriots
would finally wipe out the bad mem-
ories of the French Revolution from
the miinds of the English middle and
upper classes.

One major theme that runs through
the Edinburgh Review from the time
of its founding, in 1802, to the time of
the ‘Don Cevallos’ number. is the at-
tempt to convince its readers that
they must not let their political views
become prey to pathological fears of
Jacobinism. The Spanish revolt, di-
rected against the common encmy, and
thus, unlike the French Revolution,
posing no potential threat to the safety
of England, was expected to serve as
a curc for these fears. 1t was in this
veln that Francis Horner, co-founder
of the Edinburgh Review and one of
the more prominent younger Whigs
in Parliament, commented upon it:

What a triumph for the principles of
Jiberty is this revolutian in Spain, and its
extensive influence upon the present and
futnre fortunes of the world! It may
cven make those principles be fele and
regarded by men of property and edu-
cation in this country, and deliver themn
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from the suspicion and derision to which
they are at present exposed,bl

And this is the keynote of the famous
article:

.« « W an once more utter the words
Jiberty and people, without starting at
the echo of our ewn voices, or lonking
round the chamber for some spy ar
officer of the government.b?

The authors go on to hope for a're-
cuarrence of “wholesome popular feel-
ings’ and to anticipate a state of public
opinion which will view ‘radical im-
provements in our constitution’ with-
out horror. Indecd, they announce
that the hour ef constitutional free-
dom is about to strike.

Lord Grey and his supporters doubt-
less agreed with much of this. But
more than ten years had passed since
the defeat of their motion for parlia-
mentary reform in 1997 which had
led to thelr temporary sccession from
Parliament. Since then, many of them,
including Grey, had grown lukewarm
on the subject and were no longer in
a mood for ‘radical improvements in
our constitution.’ 8 It was the same

" Horner to Muomay, 27 October 1808,
in Memoirs and Correspondence of Francis
Horaer, 1, 435.

© Ldinburgh Review, XIH 2212,

®Tor an excellent discussion of Whig
attitudes to reform in this period see Muchael
Roberts, The Whig Party, 1807-1512 (Lon-

don, 1939}, pp. 172-302.

Tidinburgh Review which, having sung
only fifteen months carlicr the praises -
of a balanced constitntion in the lan-
guage and the spirit of the mid-eight-
eenth century,® now found itself for
the first time in the position of ‘radi-
calizer’ of the Whig party.

In this process of radicalization the
Review was to play an important,
though not a consistent part. Its
foundcrs ‘and guiding spirits, in spite
of all cheir hesitations and inconsist-
encies, nevertheless represented a new
type of middle-class Whigpism and in-
habited a world of ideas that came to
differ morc and more from that which
had inspired Grey and his aristocratic
friends to found the Socicty of the
Friends of the People

Whether the Karl of Duchan en-
gaged in long and secrious reflecrions
of this kind before delivering his fa-
mous kick may well be doubted. He
was enough -of an cccentric to have
taken his punitive action from somc
whim of his own, though, as we have
secnt, the ‘Cevallos’ article certainly
provided him with sufficient provoca-
tion. His kick symbolized a significant
aspect of the contemporary political
scene: what more can we ask from 2
historical anecdote?

Jonn Crive

“Edinburgh Review, X (1807), 386—421.
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