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Inscri prions: 

Views of Harvard to 1860 
An Iconographic Study 

PART II 

2+ Burgis View 1726 
(Plate VI) 

(in lower margin) 
( 1) A Prospect o~ the Colledges in Cambridge_ in New England 
( 1) N I Harvar.d 2. Stoughton 3. Massachusetts 

. (referring to numb cr,s on the respective buildings) 1 · 

Colored rectangulat copper-plate line engraving; size ( ,vi thou t I the I egend and 
including a heavy border) :z 4. Jo x 19 inch es. 

Drawn by William Burgis; engraver unkno,vn. 
Issued in 17 26t depicting the Col1egc very shortly prior thereto. 

THIS earliest · authentic dra,ving of the College, made from a point 
directly in front of the present Johnston Gatet shows the second Har-
vard College at the left, the first Stoughton College or Hall in the 
centre, and Massachusetts Hall on the right, surrounding on three sides 
a courtyard with a single large tree. In front of the buildings and evi-
dently cntending entirely around then1 is a plain fence, with a foot 
passage opposite the middle of Stoughton. In the foreground, in the 
road outside the fence, are seen a four--horsc coach (perhaps bearing 
the governor, in view of the salutes being accorded by two gentlemen 
on horseback), as well as equestrians, other pedestrians, and, of com~e,· 
a dog. Within the yard are numerous figures evidently garbed in aca-
deniic gowns. There is a large clock on the western end of Massachu-
~etts and a sun-dial on the corner of Harw.rd. The weather vane on 

1 The inscription in the lo,ver left-hand corner referring to 1-Iarvard I-Iall1 ob-
scured fading and staining, has been j nte.rpreted as '1 N Harvard,' mc:a.ning 
presumably ~New Harvard.' However., 9n infra-red photograph clearly shows 'N J 
Harvaro. t No periods arc visible even in this photogra ph1 though they may origi-
nally have been pres-ent. 

'· 
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top of Harvard bears the symbol "H .. C. 1639 .. ' On the front of 
Stoughton appear Governor Stoughton,s adopted arms, underneath 
which is an inscription, indistinct in the print but reading as follows: 

Deo. Opt. Max-. Bonisq. Literis S. 
Gulielmus Stough ton Armiger P rovinciae 

M~chuset. Nov-Anglorum Vice-Gube.rnator 
Collegii Harvardini Olim Alumnus 

Scn1pcr Patronus Fe.cit 
• Anno D on1ini 1699 

In the lower centre, breaking the margin, is a canouche containing 
the following dedication: 

To the Honourable 
William Dummer Esqr 

Lieutenant Governou r of r Provjnce 
of the Massachusets Bay in New England 

this Vie,v is most humbly Dedicated 
By Your Honours 

Most obedient most humble Servt. 
W: Burgis 

This carcouche is surmounted by the Dummer arms. 
The following adverth;emcnt appeared in the issue of the Boston 

News-Letter for 14 July' J72-6: 
This Day is Published a Prospect of the Colledges in Cambridge in Ne,v-

Englandi curjously Engrnven in Copper; and are to be sold at MT. Price 1s Print 
seller1 over against the To'l./Jn-House, Mr .. Randal Jappaner in Ann Street, hy 
Mr. Stedman in C-ambridge, and the Booksellers of BostoIL 
' 

On July 2 1 and 28 the same advertisement ,vas repeated with 'Lately 
P1,blished' substituted for 'This Day is Published.' It seems probable 
that the publis-her had attempted to have the print out in time for 
Commencement, held in 1726 on July 6. 

The only 1,nown copy of this print is owned by the .Massachusetts 
Historical Society; and 1 although it is colored, the coloring was prob-
ably added by a L!ter hand. The interesting story of its acquisition 
was first told by Dr Fitch E. Oliver at the. monthly meeting of the 
Society held Io February 1881. At the quarterly meeting of the So-
ciety held on z 7 October 17 9 5 "a View of the ~n1cient Halls of Harvardt 
Stoughtont and l\1assachusctts' was received from Colonel Wiiliam 
Scollay. This view was a rcstrikc from the altered plate of this Burgis 
View described a.s View No. 3 follovling. It had been mounted on a 
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Views of Harvtrrd to 1860 +-.J Part II 
,vooden panel, which in rime became much warped and cracked; the 
print itself became so discolored that portions of it were almost indis-
tinguishable. When the print was lifted from the panel for i~ repara-
tion there was found underneath it this Burgis-View in its first state 
previously unknown 2nd still unique. 

The l\1assachusetts Historical Society lent the print for the Harvard 
Tercentenary Exhibition of furniture, silver, paintings, prints, etc. 
The view is reproduced as the f rontispiccc of the catalogue of the 
exhibition and is listed as Item No. 391. 

Reproductions of the Burgis View are numerous. By far the most 
outstanding is the re-engraving executed by Sidney L. Smith in r906 
and colored by hand. The following inscriptions were added: (jn a 
circle in the left lower margin) 'N<! -- I of a1;1 edition / of sevency-
five /only/ and the p1ate / destroyed.'; (below the other inscrjptions 
in the centre of the lower margin) ire-engraved by Sidney L. Smith, 
from a copy in the possession of the l\1assachusctts Historical Society,/ 
Publjsh ed b }7 Charles E. Goodspeed, Boston, 1906 4, It ,vas not copy-
rig htcd4 There exists at· lea.st one imprc~ion of an engraver's proof of 
South's re-engraving before limitation and publication inscription~ 
hand-colored - a beautiful example of his artistry. Smith also made 
a minute engraving of the vie,v for a bookplate for Winw2rd Prescott 
of the Oass-of 1909. Curtis and Cameron issued a reproduction of the 
re.-engraving as one of their Copley Prints. There is also a small half-
tone reproduction in J. H. Gardiner's Harvard (Ne'"'" York, 1914). 

The Harvard College Libtary" possesses a. copy of the Burgjs Vie,v 
executed in very gaudy colors on glass measuring about 8.8 by 14 
inches. 

The best of the mechanical reproductions is the hand-colored collo-
type issued in full size by the Department of Printing and Graphic 
Arts in tl1e Harvard College Library.1 Others appear ir1 the Proceed-
ings of the Marsachusetts Historical Society for February~ r88r -
a hcliotype 9.14 X 8r2 juches to accompany the account of the 
discovery of the original print; in Dr Samuel Abbott Green's Ten 
Fae-simile Reproductions Relating to Old Boston and Neigbhorhood 
(Boston, r 901) - a heliotype approximately I 6 x 1 3 inches; in Pub-
lications of the Colonial Society of Massachusetts, Vols. XIV and 

1 This and other reproductions herciagft:er: mentioned ,vhich have been issued by 
the Dcpanment a.re a tt racti ve and desirable. Their prices make them possible even 
for I-I arvard mon4 
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X\ 7 - a photogravure approximately 9 x 7.4 inches; and in the edition 
issued by the Harvard l\1emorial Society in 1914 with the following 
inscription: 'One Hundred and Fifty copies_printed for The liarvard 
Memorial Society on the One Hundred a.nd Fiftieth anniversary of 
the burning of Harvard Hall, January,24, 1764. No.-~. By cour-
teS}7 of Dr4 Samuel Abbott Green (Harv. i85l) for ,vhom the plate 
\Vas made from the unique copy of the original in -possession of the' 
Massachusetts 1-Iistorical Society.~ - a photo-Ii tho graph measuring 
about 14.8 x 12 .8 inches on a leaf about 18 x 15 inches. 

There arc small reproductions, mainly half-tone, in New England 
and New France, by James Douglas (Ne,v York, 1913); Co111mon-
wealth History of Massachusetts, edited by Albert Bushnell Hart 
(New York, 1927-30), Vol. I; The Arts & Crafts in New England 
1704-1775, by George Francis Dow _(Topsfield,- Mass . ., 1927 ); Har-
vard the First American University, by George G4 Bush (Boston, 
1886); Antique Views of ye Towne of Boston, by James H. Stark 
(Boston, 18 8 2) ; Harvard Graduates, A1ttgazine, V ( March, 1 897) ; 
0 fficial Guide to Harvard University (3rd to 7th editions inclusive, 
1903-1936); The Harvard Book, edited by F. O. Vallie and I-I. A. 
Clark (Cambridge, 1875); Old-Ti1ne New England, XXIV (October, 
19 3 3); Harvard Senior Class Albums from 1 9 r 1 to 192 5 inclusive, 
and also r937; The Bells of Harvard College, by Ai 11. Nichols (Bos-
ton, 191 1); Pat/:Jways of tbe Puritans, compiled by Mrs N. S. Bell 
for the 1\1assachusetts Bay Colony Tercentenary (Framingham, Mass., 
1930); and undoubtedly •in many other publications, 

Some few years ago there was being offered to various museums-a 
silver box on the cover of which was engraved a view of Harvard simi-
lar to the Burgjs Vic,v. A careful examination by experts indica tcd 
that it was not done contemporaneously with that view, ho,vever, 
since it was worked on sheet silver vlith a burin not in use until a much 
later day. It was probably not made until late in the eighteenth or 
early in the nineteenth century· .. 

In 1897 William Loring Andre,vs wrote of Burgis as follows: 'That 
he may be called the father of the a.rt of engraving in this country, 
appears to be beyond question.~ 1 Ten years later David McNeely 
Stauffer wrote that it was his conte11tion th at all the prints associated 
with the name of Burgis (except that of Boston Light) ,vere simply 
published by him. Both of these statements are probably ,vrong -

1 A Prospect of the Col/edges t p. J 6. 

., 
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certainly that of Andrews~ and he certainly draws upon his imagina-
tion when he says, 'and it v,ras not until the year 1 7 2 6 that V{illiam 
Burgis, the earliest~ as far as we know, of American Engravers, wan-
dered down among the Cambridge elms with a sheet of copper beneath 
his -armt and carved upon its surface what ,,P'e believe to be the first 
engraving of uFair Hn.rvard,, ever executed.' 1 

William Burgis is first he2rd of in this country about 1 7 r 6--1 8 in 
New York, probably coming from England~ ,vithin those years he 
drew the most imponant early view of that city which exists: 'A South 
Prospect of ye Flourishing City of New York in the Province of New 
York in Amcricatt It was engraved in London by John Harris about 
1718-21. It is dedicated by Burgis to His Excellency Robert Hunter, 
Esq.,. governor of the Province, and bears the legend, 'W. Burgis delit 
et Excudt Subscripcione Incolarum., 

He is next found in Boston some time prior to 8 October 172 2., at 
which time an advertisement appeared in the New-E11glnnd Courant 
soliciting subscriptions· for an engraving of a 'North East Vie,,,. of 
Boston/ the original drawing for which was then on exhibition at 
William Price's.. This f a.ilcd to materialize, it being ~hot so much to 
Advantage' as a .csouth East" Prospect' offered in the Boston Gazette 
and the New-England Courant 13 December 1723.:!!. The undertakers 
felt safe in having the latter engraved, and on 17 July 17 2 5 ,vas first 
offered for sale 'A South East View of ye Great Town of Boston in 
Ne,v England in Amcrica.,9 with the legend 'W. Burgis Delin- J. Har-
ris Sculpt' dedicated to the Honorable Samuel Shutet Esq .. by Thomas 
Selby and ,¥illiam Price~ the first nnd most important view of Boston. 
There vlas a restrike of this view in 1 7 3 6 ,vith additions and changes 
pasted on; and_another in 1742/43 issued by William Price and dedi-
cated by him to Peter FaneuilJ who died 3 l\1arch 1742/ 43 (see View 
No .. 4 follo'\ving). . 

During this period Burgjs was living at the Crown Coffee House at 
the head of Long Wharft no,v 148 State Street, ,vhosc proprietor 
was the Thomas Selby associated with him in the Boston vie,v. Selby 
"ras also Senior Warden of King 1s Chapel. In fact, it \V3S at this holliie 
that· the vestry of Kingjs Chapel met on 3 August 1727 and authorized 
the wardens to sign a memorial to the General Court praying that 

1 lbid.j p .. Jo~ • 
,. For quotations from contemporary sources in this account of Burgis and Price 

see John H. Edmonds, 1The Burgis \ 7iews of New York -and Boston,,' pp.. 3 9-4 7 .. 

' , 
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ministers of the Church of England be allowed to sit as Overseers of 
Harvard - thus precipitating the first of the College's many difficul-
ties on this pointt Selby died only a month or so la.ter'1 leaving con-
siderable property, which Wjlliam Burgis promptly annexed by marry~ 
ing his Vlidow, Mehi tg_bJc (Bill) Selby, on I October 1718. 

In the meantime the 'Prospect of the Colledges' had appeared .. 
Neither artist nor engraver was given, but it v.ras dedicated to Lieu-
tenant-Governor Dummer by Burgis. W-c can only assume ·from 
prior events th-at it"w-as drav •. 1n by Burgis a.nd very probably engraved 
in England - perhaps by the John Harrjs ,vho was b~!D in 1680 and' 
died in 1740 and who had done Burgis,s previous plates. Mr John H .. 
Edmonds suggests that there were perhaps two engravers of this 
name, maybe father and son, flourishing during these years4 It is cer-
tainly questionable that the ~Prospect' was engraved in America. The 
next year, on.5 June 1727, appeared 'A Draught of the l\1cccing House 
of the Old Church in Boston with the New Spire & Gallery~' ,vhich 
has been assu1ncd to he a Burgis production from its association, al-
though .Mr 'Edmonds couid ]ocate no copy. Then in 1729 were issued 
'PJan of Boston in l\Tew England> dedicated to His lli:ccllency William 
Burnet by Burgis and .. ieengravcn by Tho~ Johnson Boston N. E."; and 
the view of Boston Light - 'To the i\1erchants of Boston this Vie,v of 
the Light House is most humbly presented by thcir Humble Serv~ 
W~ Burgis' issued r 1 April 17 29 ,vith the legend ~,1/4 Burgis dcl. & 
fecit.' This print is a couselJr executed mezzotint - perhaps the second 
so executed in Ne,v England - and is probab]y the only one of the 
prints associated with Burgis acttiall y engraved by him4 These prints 
have been mentioned in some detail because of their great historical .. 
1n1 portan ce. 

The Suffolk County records show that Bnrgis was one of the 
Court's most active guests. He and his wife were constantly in liti ... 
gation in connection ,vith Selby,s estate m.d were accused of wasting 
it, but they even tu ally made a satisfactory scttle1nent ,vith the other 
heirs4 · During his short stay in Boston he ,,ras continuall)T suing and 
bejng sued. In these cases he is variously ref erred to as "Gentleman,.' 
'painter,' ,:draftsman,' 'innholder/ 'tavernor,' etc. Finally·,, on 17 Sep-
tember 17301 we find an execution issued on a verdict against Burgis-
returned with the endorsement, ·'I have found neither person or estate 
and return it in no part satisfied by, reson it carne to late into.my hands4' 
Person and estate had flown. And so under date of 26 July r736 jt is 
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not surprjsing to find in the Council records a petition of Mehitable 
Burgis .csetcing forth that her Husband Willian1 Burgess having got 
what he could of her estate into his hands about five years since left 
hert and has never returned jnto the Province again ... and there-
fore praying for a Divorce or that the marriage be declared void., It 
,vas 'Read & Dismiss'd' and in dojng so perhaps the learned Council 
gave considerable weight to certain con victi ans that poor 1v1ehi table 
had suffered at the hands of the Court for se]ling 'Strong Liquors in 
small Quancitys' without a license and in keeping ·'a disorderly l1ouse 
• t • by entertaining therein people at unseasonable times in the Night 
at divers times .. . . to the great Terrour and dis~urbance of his· 
Majestys subjects that live in the Neighborhoodt And by further 
Entertaining idle and disorderly servants and Negroes, so that the 
said House is and has been for the time past a great Nuisance and 
disturbance. . . . ' 

And so perhaps ~urgis. had some excuse for wending his way back 
to Ne,v York - even with the estate and ,vithout the wife. For there 
it is ,ve have our final record of him in his 1View of the New Dutch 
Church ... t founded A. D. 1727 and finish~ A. D. 17 31,' dedicated 
to Rip Van Dam by ,::viUiaqi Burgis, jss.ued in 1731/32 .. 

William Price 1 who was the publisher or at least the chief distributor 
of the Burgis vic,v, was an eminently respectable and successful Bos-
ton merchant whose shop for at least fifty __ years was over against the 
To,vn House. He was the pioneer church organist in British Americat 
playing in turn at King's Chapel and Chrjst Churcl1; in fact, it is pos-
sible that he came over to this country specifically to install the Brattle 
organ for ~ng's I Chapel. He . \Vas successively vestryman, junior 
warden, and senior warden of Christ Church, and married the niece 
of the rector, Reverend Samuel i\1yles. He died on 17 l\1ay 177 r at 
the ripe old age of eighty-seven. He furnished the plans for Chrjsr 
Church spire .in 1740; he o,vned one-quaner of Trinity Church from 
1 7 3 5 to 1 7 3 9, at its organization and1 ~rhile subscriptions were coming 
in; and he ,vas the founder of the Price Fund whose holdings in 1914 
were $ 5 r 5 ,ooo ( see the f ollo,vjng view) .. · 

ie.Mr Stedman in Cambridge,' also one of the distributors of the 
Burgis view, was John Stedma.n, innholder and shopkeeper. 'l\1r 
Randal Jappaner' was associated with Burgis in his early Boston ven-
tures; evidently not entirely amicably, however, for on 15 May 1728 
we find Burgis suing him as the .cAgent, Factor or Attorney, of John 
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Greenvlood of London for £100 1 the complaint !flaring that :Green-
wood, after deducting what Burgis o,ved him, was at all times to give 
and render to the said Burgjs a just and true account 'of ,the neat pro-
ceeds of Certain Prints a Certain Note & some Copper Plates.' But 
Burgis failed to appear at the tria.1. 

This Burgjs 'Prospect of the Colle dgcs' is the earliest view of Har-
vard now known with the exception of the previously mentioned 
Franquelin ,perspective, ,vhilc a.nteda ting it as a detailed view of an 
American college there is only the crude colored view of the College 
of· Willi-am and i1-ary made by Frantz Ludwig f.t1ichel and included 
in the manuscript account of his trip to ,America in 1702--04, now in 
the archives of the Stadtbibliothek of Berne, Switzerland. The 'Pros~ 
pect' also provides the only certain representation which exists of the 
second Harvard College, or Ne,v College., or Old College, or Old 
Harvard Hall (as it was called at various periods). 

'When it was realized that H a.rvard" s first building - 'that faire and 
comely edifice,' 'the building called the old Colledge' 1 - was after only 
thirty years completely doomed -and 1that no further repairs could 
possibly save it, the Council of the Bay Colon}r on r 2 September I r 67 r 
issued an order cto promote a generall contribution for building a 
new Colledge at Cambridge., of brick or stone.' The response was 
generous, and subscriptions, entirely voluntary~ came from forcy .... four 
to,vns throughout the Colony, fro1n students and from Sir George 
Downing, the first graduate, as ,vell, totaling some £2,2 8~,. or even 
-l 3, o z8 according to another list. Of course, then as nowt actual col-
leccio11 of subscriptions was another n1atter entirely; and naturally in 
that day payment was made in almost every form except money. One 
of the substantial items in the cost of the building was boating and 
\varehouse roume) for corn and other goods; and among other goods 
received were '.sope, s~o ocs-t hatst and other English goods.' 

On 20 June 1672 the Overseers chose John Cooper and ,villiam 
11.a.nning ,(to be Agents & Stewards to mannagc that work 1 and also 
appointed Deputy Governor Leverett with five others of their o,vn 
number cto be a Comittec for the Overseers, unto ,vhom the Stewards 
for the buildingst may ~ave recourse and receive ordrs and directions 
from them or any four of them.' The master builder was Samuel -

1 For quotations in this and the following pan,gra ph see '"Harvard College Rec-
ords/ Pub .. Col. Soc .. Ma1s,1 XV1 h .. -xiv1 11o-z21; 1\-1ori.soa, Harvard College in tbe 
S we11teentb Century 9 11, 6 51 · 

.... 
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Andrc,v of Cam hri dge., ~well skilled in the mathematics.,. The archi-
tect is unknown - probably one or all of the Overseers, committee 
worked in _conjunction with the builder.. The frame of the building 
- the largest erected in this country up to that time - w-as raised on 
7 August 1674, but King Philip,s War almost immediately· put a stop 
to further work (not to mention further receipts). In February., 
1675/76., the Council instructed the Stewards to finish the Library 

,at least, so that the books could be moved into it, and in July and 
August, 1676, the building ,vas occupied to that extent. Even a year 
later, however, the building was far from finished and) although the 
r677 Commencement was held in the new hall~ it is doubtful whether 
any shtdents moved in until the fallowing spring. 

The Genera.I Court was engaged in a constant endeavor for a period 
df some ten years to get subscriptions ·paid up. It was 11ot until 16 82 
that the Stewards were able to present their accounts to the General 
Court and even then there were still outstanding items. The building 
cost about £2-.,000,, as shown in ,, 7illiam Manning"s accounts. Some 
of the largest and most interesting items follow: 

' 

L s d 
to 100 tuns of lyme stones from Capt ·Dauis oSo oo oo 
to lighters to carry them to Cambridge oog 14 00 
to the brickm akcrs for ma.king bricks and pau ements 2 2 5 12 07 
to sundry persons for wood to buni the brickcs and 

lyme ' 1 085 07 ro 
to the masa ns for building the house and labourers 

that w .rought with them in the cella.r and foun-
dation ,vhiles they wrought by the day 

to boards and planks for the work 
to lead for the gutters, nayles, locks and hinges -and 

s eucrall other ex pcns:es 
1to Expences at Cambridge ordinary for Accommo-

dation of seuera 11 Committees · 
to pa yd the ,vorp1. John Richards Esqr for ·Intrest of 

roo!i borrowed of him 

493 09 OI 192 18 00 

137 03 00 

012 12 00 

040 00 00 l 

The building vlas 99 by 42 feet~ In the centre of the 1o,ver floor,was 
the hall, which served for chapel1 meals, lectures~ a.nd other large 
meetings. On the eastern end were the kitchen and buttery, with tw'o 
chambers on the ,vestern end~ Immediately above the hall ,vas the 

1 Selected fro1n Massachusetts Archives., LVIII 1 119"""1 zo, as quoted in Morisont 
Harvard Coilege in 'tbe Se-venteentb Century, lit 650, 
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. library-, with rn•o chambers on each side of it. The third anq fourth 

floors w,ere devoted entirel)7 to chambers. The various gables, dormers, 
and gambrels early gave trouble from leakage, and in 171 2 an Over-
seers' comn1ittcc 1 proposed that the best way to remedy the difficulty 
was 'to take off the roof & to raise a third Story upright in ~stead of 
the two Sto1)7S ,v th arc now under ye roof, ,vlh a flat roof well shingled.' 
This ,vas never done. Previously, ho,vever, in 1691, the Corporation 
had voted that 1the top of ye Colledge be guarded w th Ballisters with 
all Convenient speed,.~ and the present view shows the building with 
this addition .1 

The main features of this second Harvard, freely influenced by 
Stoughton, are sho,vn in a unique vie,v appearing on a piece of em-
broidery Io inches wide by 9 high owned by the Massachusetts His-
torjcal Society, possibly the work of Mary (Leverett) Rogers about 
17 50. She ,vas the daughter of President Leverett and the grand-
daughter of President Rogers. I--Icr second husband was the Reverend 
Nathaniel Rogers~ a grandson of this same President Rogers. Her con-
fusion in combining the details of the t\vo buildings can probably be 
explained by the fact that her recollections of the scene1 f onned \when 
a young girl living in the ,Leverett-WiggleS\vorth house~ had become 
rather dim ,vith age. In.stead oft the cupola which was a part of Har-
vard, there is a beehive ,vith mammoth bees buzzing around, with two 
ange1s bearing a ribbon scrol1 on ,vhich is the motto 'euco. A Praesepi-
bus Rccut.' The self-satisfaction of all Harvard men will not be de-
flated to know that this is probably an abbreviation for 'Ignavum fucos 

I pecus a pracsepibus arccnt' - no lazy dro11es admitted here. A photo-
graph of this piece of ernbroide~y was reproduced in:Old-Time·New 
England for October, 193 3, ,vith at1 interesting discussion by Professor 1 

Morjson. 
The building suffered several small fires during its life from which 

it fortunately escaped; b\1t finally, on the night .of 24 January r 764t it 
was completely destroyed by flam es with practically all of its contents. 
On January 18th the l\1assachusetts General Court had adjourned to . 
Old Harvard Hall because of fear of the small-pox then prevailing in 
Boston, the College itself then being in the midst of a vacation. The 
£re probably started in beam under the hearth in the Library. Be-
cause of the vacation it had gained so much headway before it was 
noticed that there ,vas no possibility of stopping it in Harvard; and 

1 ~Hanrard College Records/ Pub. Col. Soc. Mass~i XV1t 404, 832. 
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Old Stoughton, Hollis, Holden, -and Massachusetts, each of ,vhich 
caught nre1 were saved only \vith difficulty. At this day it is impossible 
to realize the loss sustained - not alone the building but the entire 
library, all the sci cnti..fic a pparatu.s, and whatever art treasures the Col-
lege possessed. It is not to be wondered at that a feeling of desolation 
spread through the whole Province. 

Such was the tragic end of this 'fair and stately edifice of brick/ 
'this fair pile of brj ck building,' ,vhi ch for about hvcnty years, until 
the Wren building at the College of ,~lilliam and Mary was erected, 
was ~he most imposing edifice i,n the English Colonies; which until 
the construction of Stoughton College was the only building the Col-
lege owned 1 except the Indian College; ~nd which ~hroughout its .. life · 
~was the centre of all College life, as the Harvard Hall which succeeded 

· it likewise was until University I-Jall was built in 18144 
The central building in the Burgis View is Stoughton College. With 

the Co11ege very much in need ·of additional ~space as the seventeenth 
century closed~ Ljeutenant-Governor '''illiam Stoughton -of the Class 
of 1650 came forward to offer a new huilrling4 He may have ap-
proached the College prior to 1695 in this connection because then 
it ,vas that the Corporation w-as given permission to use the bricks of 
the decaying Indian College for a new edifice. On 3 l\1arch 1697 / 98 
the Corporation appointed a· committee cto treat ,vth The Honourable 
Lieyt Govemr about ye additional building to ye Colledg, of ,vcb his 
Honor has made some Proposals to ye Corporation .. ' 1 Work evidently 
started almost immediately under the charge of Thomas Willis as the ._ 
master builder. On 7 April 1698 the bricks of the old Indian College 
were sold to him for £2 o for his use in that ,vork. '1-.1r. Stoughton's 
eight hundred pound ne,v colledge goes on livelyly,' ,vrotc John 
Danforth on 22 June 1698.2 It was probably .finished by Commence-
ment 1699 if not earlier, and thus became one of the few early Harvard 
buildings to be completed promptly ,vithout great financial difficulticst 

According to a rough floor plan of the building in College Book 111,8 

it \vas 97 feet by 2 2 feet Io inches, or almost as long as Old Iiarvard 
I-Ia1l, but much narrower. There were four chambers on each floor, 
each n1nning through the building1 with nvo or three studies for each 

:1 'H~rvard College Records/ Pub. Col. Soc~ Mass • ., XV., 357-35B~ 
J Coll. Mast. Hi~t. Soc., 1, 447, as quoted by A{odson~ Harvm-d College in tbe 

S e'Venteenth C entury1 II, 5 J 9. 
11; 'Harvard College Records/ Pub. Col. Sot. Mar1~t XV 1 160. 

\ 
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chamber. ,:The painted chamber' was reserved for near relations of 
the Governor. In the cellar, which ,vas J?uilt at the expense of the 
Olllege in accordance ,vith the Corporation vote of 11 May 1 698, 
were compartments ,vhich students could rent for the storage of wine 
at six shillings per annum. In consideration of the pcrn1ission received 
from the Society £or the P.ropagation of the Gospel (at ,vhose charge 
the Indian College had been built) to use the bricks of that dilapidated 

1 edifice for Stoughton, rooms were to be provided in this building free 
of charge for any Indians who came to seek an education. The privi-
lege went begging. 

William Stoughton was born on 30 September 1631, probably in 
England, tne son of Israel Stoughton, one of the founders of Dor-
chester, Massachusetts, ,vho on his death in 1645 had become one 
of the largest landowners in the whole colony and ,vho by his will 
left the College 300 acres in Dorchester .. After being graduated from 
Harvard in 1650 the son continued his studies at New College~ Oxford, 
where he received an l\1. A. and became a Fellow4 He was a curate 

1 in Sussex for a short time. Ejected from his Fellowship at the Restora-
tion, he returned to Massachusetts ju I 66 2. I-Ie preached for several 
years u.1 his home tO\vn but repeatedly de cli~ed to become settled 
there. I-le delivered the election sermon of 1 668 before the General 
Court - the sermon ,vhich contains that famous phrase 'God sifted a 
whole Nation that he might send Choice Grain over into this Wilder-
ness~' 1 1--le served £Cvcral years as a Sclccrmcn in Dorchester; he was 
elected a magistrate from 1671 to 1686; for many· years during this 
perjod he was a Commissioner of the United Colonies and a judge of 
vario"QS courts; he represented 1\1assachusetts before the King in con-
nection with the l\laso11 land title c] ain1s; and he served as Deputy 

1 President under Joseph Dudley, his staunch friend, in the temporary 
government a.f ter the revocation of the chatter in 1 686. He was a 
member of the Council under Andros 'Without siding too closely with 
him, but he had little popular followit}g and held no office until the 
'province charter of William and Mary in 1 692~ when he ,vas named 
Lieutenant-Governor under Sir William Phips, evidently solely be-
cause of the J\1 ather influence. Stoughton was active head of the 
government from 1694 until his death on 7 July 1701, except for one 
year when Bellomont ,vas in Eoston .. Stoughton is also unfortunately 

1 New~Englt111dr True Interest; Not to L~e •. 4 A Sermon Prt?ached .... ApTil 
29. 16~84 Bei'ng the Day of Election ( 1st e(I.~ Cambridge. Mass~, l(i70 )~ p~ 16. 
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to be remembered as the chief justice of the court which tried the Salem , 
witchcraft cases in J 69 2, where his con duct, 'if conscientiou...c;;~ was 
heartless, unjust, and atrocious,' 1 although not greatly damaging in 
the eyes of his contem porarics. Speaking of his administration as acting 
governor, Hutchinson says the government ~seems to have been a.dmin-
istered by him to good acceptance in England, and to the general 
satisfaction of the people of the province.' 2 Stoughton evidently had 
the interests of his Alma Mater at heart at all times and was one of jts 
most bountiful benefactors. 

Morison calls Stoughton ,t:one ,of the most prominent~ wealthy, and 
unpopular of Hanrard alumni'; and a realistic contemporary describes 
him as 'pudding faced, sanctin1onions and unf eeling4' 8 Ho,vever, le~ 
it be said that he was the first of that group - so small that it can almost 
be counted on the fingers of one hand - of alumni ,vho have pro-
vided the Co1 lege ,v ith buildings4 

The College possesses a11 oil portrait of Stoughton painted by an 
unknown artist, in the background of which is seen a .view of his new l 

Collcgc.4 It ,vas the gift of John Cooper, a grandson of Stoughton's 
niece and executor. 

Stoughton ,vas on ~e charged ,vith ~having n1ore of the ,villo,v th an 
the oak in his constitution.' E vi den tly a shni]ar defect existed i11 his 
College. The building ,vas 'an unsubstantial piece of .masonry': there 
was need for repairs as early as r 7 1 o, when the s]ate roof ,vas found 
defectivc 1 and from then on almost constantly. 

On 4 April 1721 the Corporation appointed a comn1ittee to see 
that -ca Cross ,:.va11 or 11/alls (a~ by the Skilfull shal be found necessary) 
be built for the strengthni ng of Srou ghton-College and that the stl 
College be Clap-boarded on the East Side~ a.nd1 if it be f onnd nc ed ful, 
on the Nonhcr)y End also.' l5 The next month an ~able mason' ad\Tised 
that the building ,vas so far bo,vcd that it could not be repaired and 
that it was neccssai)r 'to take it down. A 1nemorial ,vas accordingly 
presented to the General Court that summer ~xp]aining the dire sirna-

. 
i Siblcyi Sketches of Graduatest 11 l:Ol. , 
J Tbe History of the P-rovince of Mass-acbusetts-Bay (Boston and Londont 1764~ 

I818)t II, 8 L 
1 Harvard College in tbe s~venteenth CentU.tJ~ II, 519, 
'Reproduced ibid •t 5 I 8t and in C. K. Bolton 1 The Founders ( Bosto:n, 1919-:2 6) 

Iii 485. 
1 This and f ollo"\ving votes as q uotcd f :ronl r he Col1 cgc R ccords and President 

Leverett's diary by l\{atthcws 9 Pub. Cot Soc. ~Jnss.1 XV 1 xcvi-c. 

.. 
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' tion and entreating that body .cto do as Almighty God shall direct 

in an affair of so -great Imporrc as even the Lives as well as the Neces-
sary accomod-ations of Sundry psons of Expectation and hopes arc.' 
The Court did nothing except read the memorial a second time. Agai.[4 
in a 1nessage to the Court on 16 Dccei:nher 1730, Governor Belcher 
urged that a committee be appointed to view the decayed building to 
see what "•as proper to be done for the better accommodation of the 
stttdents 1 but to no avail. The strange story is related that the I~isbon 
earthquake of 1755, instead of shaking the walls ·completely do,vn, 
a ctuaUy· ,:restored them to their perpendicular direction.'. 1 Through all 
these vicissitudes, however, the condemned building continued to be 
used as a dormitory until the Revolution; it served in 17 7 5-7 6 as 
barracks for the Americm army as ,veil as a shop for printing the 
New England Chronicle, continuation of the Essex Gazette. In 1779 
the interior boards and timbers that could be removed with safety 
were tal{en out and stored in Holden Chapel, the College carpenters .. 
being jnstructed to draw all the nails and reserve them for the benefit 
of the College, 43,000 to the value of 430 being so saved. On 19 Sep-
tember 178r it was voted that the chimneys be taken down as being 
dangerous to the lives of passing persons, since a great part of the back 
wall had lately fallen do,vn. On 2 October 178I the Corporation 
again voted, 'That the immediate Government of the College be de-
sired to dispose of Stoughton Hall as-· it now stands, to some person 
who ,vill engage to remove it fron1 the ground,; but ,vhen, by vote of 
the Faculty1 it was put up at auction on the I 8th, the: College itself had 
to buy it in, no satisfactory buyers appearing. Finally, on 13 N oven1-
ber 1781 the Corporation votedt 'That Deacon Aaron Hill have the 
liberty to ta.ke do,vn the ,valls of Stonghto11 Hall~ and clean the Bricks, 
preserving for the use of the College one half of the Bricks, which he 
is carefully to pile up, leaving the corner stonest the stones in the 
cellar with Governor Stoughton's Arms, and the Inscription under it, 
& remove the Rubbish; & for his time & trouble to have the other half 
of the Bricks.' S~ch was the sad end of another early College building. 

The third building in the Burgis View - at that time only six years 
old - fared better than its neighbors and, as every Harvard man 
lrnows, Massachusetts I-I~ll is still proudly standing, the oldest o~ the 
College buildings, and ,vith one exception the oldest college building 
_ 1 According to a near relative of John Pickering~ as related by Peirce, H istOT:f of r 

Harvard Un.ivers-ity, p. 71; n4 r. 
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in the. country. -The ~xception is the 'Great Building of the CoHeget 
at the College of "-'illiam and Mary, the foundations of which were 
laid in x 695, designed by· Sir Christopher \Vren; this building, although 
thrice gutted by fuc,. in I 7 o 5, in 1 8 5 9~ and in the Civil \\ 7 art still has , 
outside walls ,vhich are largely original. 

Stoughton College had been built less than t\venty }rears ,vhen the 
hiflux of students again m-ade additional space necessary. On 14 No-
vember 1717 a n1emorial for prescntatio~ to the General Court was 
approved by the Overseers. The 6th of the next February a joint 
committee of the General Olurt reported that it was .cnecessary that 
some further Building be erected for the making Provision of Forty 
or Fifty Stu dies more that all the Stu den ts n1ay be enterta111' d ,vi thin 
the College.' 1 The next day the committee reported that it was their 
opin.i 011 .cthat ns ies the most frugal method of Building t ~o it will best 
answer the present Occasions., to Erect a double House, somewhat 
conformable to the Draught herewith exhibited, to be plac'd pretty 
near the South,vest Corner of Stoughton College, and thence to extend 
if's length Wcsnvard in a parallel Line to Harvard College.. The 
Charge thereof by what we gather from Skilful Workmen, may prob-
ably amount to Tbree Thousand Poundsi or thereabouts.' The length 
proposed was about I oo feet. The price evidently alarmed the I-louse 
and the matter ,vM laid over until l\1ay, 2t which time the new House 
was mhered in by the election sermon of the Reverend Benjamin Col-
man, of the Class of 1692. and a member of the Corporation. He took 
advantage of the occasion to s2y: 'And ,vhatever Decays the Province 
languishes under in other respects the College seems to renew its Youth, 
and has been sending out of late a vigorous lssuct who in brightness of 
Parts, and also in Vertuc promise ,to excel. And no,v ,ve have the Joy 

'to come before You, our civil Fathers., as the Sons of the Prophets once 
did to Elisha,, say"ing, Behold now the Pl ace is too strait for the increas, d 
number of your Sons! ,vill you please to enlarge the House for them 
to dwell in? We trnst you will kindly anS\ver so reasonable, so wel-
come a desire; and most readily build on a Foundation which our 
Fathers laid and which our God h-as signally blessed.' !a 

After a further committee report, the House on 20 June and the 
1 Records of the General Court, X, 2 07 t :as q uotcd by Lane in Pub. Col. Soc. Mass., 

XXIV, 93. See Lane's acc~unt also for subsequent 'Votes relating to M-assachusetts 
Hall quoted from the Records of the General Court, the House Journal, and the 
Col Lege R~ords+ 

;i. The R e!igiou1 Regards We Owe to Our C ou.TJ try, pp. 3 B-3 9, 
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Council on 24 June' 1718 'Ordered that -an Additional Building of Brick 
be made to Harvard College to begin about six Feet to the South West 

, of Stoughton House & to extend in Length Westward Forty seven 
& half Feet or thereabouts not exceeding Fifty, of the same breadth of 
Harvard Co]lege & of a suitable Heighth, not exceeding ye Hcighth 
of Harvard College, with three upright Stories & a convenient Roof 
of a suitable Pitch.' And on 4 July., £1,500 were appropriated for the 
purpose, Jon-a.than Remington, Charles Chambers, and Andre,v Bord-
man (the College Steward) being appointed a co1nniittee ~to take care 
for the carrying out and eff ccting the said Building.' 

The building in the reduced size was duly begun, but in November, 
17 18, at an acrimonious meeting of the Overseers, it was voted to 
present a further memorial to the General Court that the building be 
completed to the length first proposed; the Court ignored the plea~ 
however. Finally, on 29 May r 7 1 9, the building con1mittee itself 
recommended that the building be carried out to' its 'fuU length: 'Fjrsti 
Because it will save considerable Charge if the Building be carried on 
entire; Second.I y·, Because the Building ,vii I be mu ch stronger as ,vell as 
much more beautiful; Thirdly, Because the proposed Building of fifty 
feet long will not be sufficient to accommodate the Students., And on 
the same day the House acquiesced and voted £2,000 additional for the 
extension, the Council con curring the next day·. 

On 24 May 17 20 the building was so far finished that the Corpora-
tion desired the President to obtain the advice of the Overseers in 
regard to thanking the General Court. A month later~ on 28 June, 
the Corporation voted, 'That the Ne,v Co1lcge be kept securely shut 
up, a.nd no Use made of it1 either of Chambers or Cellars, for the 11cxt 
Coffiencemt to prevent the Damage that will othenvisc necessariely be, 
while the house is new & Green.~ The Corporation subsequently re-
lented, ho,vever., and the vtestern end was opened for the graduating 
seniors subject to their guarantee against damage. 

,~lith reference to the .first vote~ the Overseers suggested that thanks 
be extended the General Court in the name of the Corporation, the 
latter thereupon appointing Benjamin Colman, Joseph Stevens~ and 
John White a committee to prepare the proper address. On 18 No-
vember 172 o President Leverett 1 with Benjamin W ads,vonh and 
Benjamin Colman, appeared before the House, and the former read 
the address so prepared - probably written by Colman - which was 
printed in full in the Journal of the House in special typography. In 
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honor of= the two-hundredth anniversary of its presentation, it, was 
reprinted in broadside form by the Harvard University Press for the 
Harvard Memorial Society· after a design by Bruce -Rogers. 

In the meantime the House had appointed a committee to view the 
edifice and audit the accounts of the building committee. They IC-

ported that all was wellt and the I-louse went so far as to present to 
the building committee for its good senice the balance of £116 os4 rd. 
still in its hands. The committee further reported that 'they had 
Received the Keys of said Building, ,vhich ,vith the Praesident, they 
named Massachusetts-Hall, and Delivered said Keys to the Pracsident, 
as to the Praesident ~nd Fellows of Han,ard Colledge.' 1 . 

According to President Holyoke, the building ,va.s actually 109 .'by 
42 feet. In the University Archives are nvo rough plans of the build-
ing.2 One~ apparently made by Benjamin ,vadsworth 1 may be the one 
presented to the House~ The other, evjdently in the hand of President 
Leverett, rn ay· well be the one on ,vhich the final building was based. 

A1assachusetts ,vas opened to sttidents in the fa11 of 1720 and was 
thereafter used sole1)7 as a dormitory until President Kirkland, s time, 
]1a ving thir ty--t\vo cham bcrs each ,vith two smdies4 In 1 7 2 5 the clock 
seen in the view and a bell ,vere placed in the building. During the 
Revolution it ,vas used as barracks for the Amerjcan soldiers, who,.· 
when they left, carried most of the brass door~knohs and door-locks 
,vith them - as indeed th e}r did f !Om all the other buildings they o ccu-
pied4 Under President Kirkland a portion of the 1owcr floor ,vas de- 1 

1 

voted to uses of College societies and recitation rooms.. In 1 8 70 the · 
building was com plctcly remodeled, all the party walls being re-
moved and the interior divided into nvo storj es~ making two h:;ills 
used for examinations, lectures~ a1id the annual Phi Beta Kappa dinner. 
After a fire in r9i4 the building ,vas restored to its original use as a 
dornntory, but continued in this state ·only until 1939., when it was 
again rem ode] ed., this time to serve as the offices of the President. 

The Dean of the F acuity of Designt in a recent article1 stresses the 
basic interrelation in good architecture between out,vard form and in-
,vard pattern, and go es on to praise Massachusetts Hall for its satis-
factory expression of this re]ationshipt an expression nov1 nullified by 
the latest remodeling ( as indeed also by. son1e of those suff ercd earlier 

1 A1a.ssachusetts House Journ-alt as quoted by ~1atthC\vs in Pttb. Col. Soc. Mais-.t 
XV1 cii 

!I Reproduced in Pub. CoJ. Soc. Mass., XXI\T, follovdng 94 and lOOr 
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by the building) .. 'We should be acutely distr~scd by these ne,v offices 
if we happened to remember them - or if, remembering them, we 
were not atrophied to the important values of architecture. I once 
owned an antique book-cover ,vhich had been refitted as a practical 
cigar box; its outward appearance was unchanged; and there were those 
who said th at its b caut}T was unin1paircd .. ' 1 

But for a last ,vord we may still return to Charles Eliot Norton 1 

writing in 1 87 5 = '!\1ay the old building continue to stand, sacred from 
its age and its me1nories, connecting by its vjsi ble sign the latert genera-
tions of the sons Qf Harvard with those of the early small days of the 
College. May it suggest liberality to the Cornmon,vealth that has al-
ways owed more than •it has 'given to the University. It is our oldest 
monument. It is ~'the good old Angel Innn of our _ College yard.' 2 

Plate VI, re presenting the first Burgis Vic,~v t is reproduced directly 
from the only known copy of the original, through ~the courtesy of 
the l\1assachusctts Historical Society. 
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3. Burgis-Price View 1743 

(Plate ViII) 
' 

( jn lo,ver margin) 
( 1 ) A Prospect of the Colledgcs in Ca1nbri dge in N c,v Eng land 
( 1) Printed for & sold by Wm Price at the IGngs Head & Looking 

Glass in Cornhill Near ye To,vn Hou st Boston N-England~ a. 
large new South east Prospect of the Great Town of Boston neatly 
Done & a Ne,v PJan of the same divided into 12 Wards with all 
the Nev..r-Streets &c. At the same PJace are Sold Mapps and Pdnts 
of all sort.s in 

(3) Frames o: without, Pictur~ painted in Oyl in ca.nr'd, or gilt 
Frames, all sorts & sizes of y: ne,vest fashioned Looking Glasses" 
Prospect & burning G1assest Spectacles, fine China Ware English 
&: Dutch 1"oys for Chi1dren, ,vith large allowance to Shop 'keepers 
&. Country Cha pmen that buy to Sell aga..i°"1 who n1ay be as well 

( 4) Furrtlsht by sending ther~ Letters as com eing themselves at reason-
able rates , , 

Rectangular copper~plate -1ine engrav1ng; size (without the legend and in-
cluding a heavy border) 2 4.4 x 18. 14 inches. 

Dra ,vn by Wj Hi am Burgis; cng raver unkno,vn. 
Issued in 174~ depicting the College about i 715-1.6. 

THIS print is variously called t~e Pri~e View, the Price ·reissue of the 
Burgis View, and the second 5tatc of the Burgis View, the reduced size 
being undoubtedly caused by the use of more moist paper.. There are 
several changes in the original plate to be noticed. The one from which 
the vie,v takes its name is jn t~e dedication in the cartouchc on the 
lower border. It now reads as follo,vs: 

To the 1-lonournble 
Spencer Phipps Esq! 

Lieutenant G overnour of ye Province 
of the M assach usets Ila y jn N e,v England 
ems View is most humbly Dedicated 
By Your Honours 

Most obedient most humble Servt 
W. Price 

The arms of Dummer above the cartouchc have been replaced by those 
of Phips. The fence now has posts on bot~ sides of the passageway 

,. 
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opening into the. Ya.rd. The names of the buildings have been re-
moved from the margin and no,v appear at the bottom of the buildings 
themselves, ,vith the ,vord cHall' added to each name. The heavy 
cloud in the upper right-hand corner has been removed and in its 
place h-as been substituted a hanging drapery or apron which bears 
the fallowing inscription: 
Harvard Colledge at Cambridge in N!. Eng land so called by ord~ 
of the Ge~ Court of y! Colony of the Mas.st., Bay jn honour to y! 11a1n e of the 
R~ M! I ohn l-iarvard e generous D enef actor to it, its a Corpora ti on con-
sist:6 of a President, five fellows, & a Treasurer~ ,vith whom is entrusted 
all y1 Government of it, the care of Educating the Students there, the Exerci~ 
of Discipline the Admission & E,cpu]sion of yt Members of it &c, But a 
General Inspection of it is commi~ed to a body of Men Called Overseers 
who are y$._Govrnour, Deputyt and all the Magistrates for the time being. 

-together ,vith y~ teachlng Elders of Cambridge~ Charl esto,vn, Watertown, 
Bos-

tont Dore hester, Roxbury i and the President of the Coll ed gc, It wss founded by 
a Charter of yt ab ov~ nature Anno i 6 50, which continued till y! Reign of 

lames 
the Second J "\V hen it was vacated with the Charter of th c Province~ since v..rhich 

, it hath 
.-successively Subsisted on hvo other Charters~ afterwards vacatedt and a.t length 
after the year r 708, the .first Charter ,vas retumed, This Colledge was at first 
raised by Pub lick denatio~ & pri va re Graruiti es amongst ,vhich none exceeds y; 
of the late Ho~ Wm Stoughton Esq~ about y-~ year 1699) Since that the Pro-, 
v.incc ha th been at y~ Expence of Additional ll ui I dings to the Colledge, and 

'of a Presid cnts I-iousei ha th from the Begini ng given the President his 
Salary, and may continue & augment their Benefactions to it by whet+-
ever Taxes ye General Court plcacscs The ~umbr of Graduates from the 
first Corpm encern~ Anno 1642. to y! Anno 17 3 9. is 13 86. 
N.e I built HS7 5. NQ 2 built l 699. N° 3 built I 7 20. 1 

. 
This restrike was issued in 1743. The following advertisement ap-

peared in the Boston Evening-Post of September 1 2. 

To Be Sold, By Willian1-Price, at the Looking-Glass and' Picture-Shop in 
Cornhillt near the Town-Rous~ a New Prospect of Boston, neatly donci with 

1 Microscopic examina tlon shows that the inscription is the S11me~ :in all details, 
in the Lil.trary of Congresst Nc,v York Public Library1 Hanratdi and Massachusetts 
Historical So cie.ty copies. Frequent differences, some important, from the a hove 
appeadng in the transcript of the inscription printed in the Proceedings of the 
Massacburetts Hmorical Society 1 XVIII ( 188o-81 ), 318-3 I9i had led to the COJ!clu-
sion that the Societyjs copy must represent a varfant state of the 1743 View4 A 
careful examination of the copy shows., however 1 that the differences rest in the 

... 
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the Addition of the ne,v Euildings, Churches" &c1 to this pres cnt Year; and 
also n Plan of the Tow~ and Prospect of the Col ledges in Cambridge, New-
England; and the greatest V aricty of M-a. ps and P .rints of all Sorts a nrl Sizes1 in 
Frames and Glass, or without~ Pictures p·ainted ju Oyl, in gilt Frames. And 
also sells and Fram es a 11 Sizes of the best and nc,vest Fashion Loo king Glass es, 
Spectacles, Prospect G] assesJ Ilrass and G Jass A nnst Ha rd M cttle T cap ots, China 
W aret Tea-Tables, and Tea ~Chests, Flu te.s, Hau thoysi Vi oliUSi and Strings, 
Musical Books and Songs" English and Dutch Toys for Children, &c4 N4 B. 
He has all the ab ovc Goods from Lond oni at the very best Hand . . .1 

It ,vould seem very probable th~t Price's three reissues - Burgis 's 
"Prospect of the O::,llcdgcs' 2nd 'South East Vie"r of ye Great To,vn of 
Boston' and Bonner;s 'New Plan of ye Great To,vn of Boston, ,vcrc 
al 1 published sun ultaneously at the time of the first of these advertise-
men ts. The advertisement mentions all three; as alrcad y no tcd > the 
imprint of the 'Prospect" also mentions the 'South East Vie,v, and 
the ,:Nc,v Plan'; and the imprjnt of the latter in turn mentions the 
'Prospect) and the 'South East Vie,v,: 'Printed for & Sold by W!!! 
Price at y!: Kings Head, & Looking Glass, in Comhill, near the Town 
House in Boston, Where is Sold a Large Ne,v South East Prospect of 
Boston Neatly done 1 & A Prospect of the Colledg,s in Cambridge New 
England And Great Variety of Mapps & Prints of all Sorts in Fran1es 
& Glass or without. . - . ..' Furthermore the South Ea.st Vie,v contains 
as one of its ne,v additions a miniature 'Prospc ct of the Collcdges, 
(sec View No. 4 follo,ving). 

The South East View was dedicated to Peter Faneuil in honor of 
p 

his presentation of Faneuil Hall to the city (the first use of which, sad 
to sa.y,. was for the delivery of a funeral oration for ithe donor, by John 
Lovell., on x 4 !\1arch, I 742/ 4 3). This dedication must have been writ-
ten and the various additions to the plate drn,vn well before Faneuil's 
death on March 3rd. Although Mr Edmo~ds states that the corrections 
and additions to th~ reworked plate of the South East View were 
undoubtedly n1ade in America and probably by an amateur,2 it would 
seem more probable that the delay until September in publishing the 
plate is evidence of the fact that all three plates were sent to England 
for the re-engraving. 
t::ransc.ript only, occasioned at least in part by the condition of the copy. The in-
scciptions in the lower part o( the pr int elso agree jn every detail .in all four copies, 
ns far as the condition of the copies :admits comparison. -

1 Repeated in the issue of September 11,, and in the B ostf..J 'fl. News-Letter of Sep-
tember 22 1 Octo her 6, and N avember 3. 

1 "The Burgis V:i ew.s of New Yo.rk and Boston/ pp. ; 7-3 8 . 

... 
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The Prospect' evidently did not sell any too rapidly for we find in 
the Boston News-Letter for 1 5 August 1 7 46 the f ollo,ving -advertise-
ment:. 

A new]y engraved draft of the River Canada; also· a ne,v map of the British 
Empire in North-America; a1so a new plan and prospect of the Town of Bos-
toni and a Prospect of the Col] edges in Ca muri dg eJ ,vith a grcn t variety of in a ps 
and prints of a 11 som j n Fram es or ,vi thou t, to he had of William P ricet at the 
Picture-Shop in Comhill, Boston .. 1 

I 

, Several copies of the Burgis-Price print are known; perhaps the best 
is the uncolored one in the I .. N. Phelps Stokes Collection at the Ne,v 
York Public J_.ibrary~ in extraordinarily fine condition except that the 
lower n1argin has been replaced and the inscription (with out the Price 
a dverri sement) added in pen and ink facsimile. There are copies at 
the Harvard College Library, Massachus~tts Historic al Societ)7 , Li-
brary of Congress, and British lviuseum, the first two in bad condi-
tion. The Stokes copy ,vas acquired from \Villiam Loring Andrews 
who, .in turn., discovered it between the leaves of a stout old rnssia-
bound folio ,vhich conmined a numb er of extra illustrations for the 
Me1noirs of Thomas Hollis printed in 1780 - all of ,vhich he most en-
tenainingly recounted in A Prospect of the Col/edges in Cambridge in 

· Ne:w England ... Engraved by T¥m. Burgis in 1726. 
There have been comparativel)i fe,v reproductions of the Burgjs-

Price print. Much the best is that issued as the frontispiece of the 
afore-mentioned book of Vlilliam Loring Andrews (approximately 
10.8 x 8.2 inches). There arc small reproductions in Social Life in 
Old New England, by 1\1ary C. Cra,vf ord (Boston., 1 914); American 
Historical Prints1 by I. N Phelps Stokes (N e,v York, 1 9 3 2) ; Official 
Guide to Harvard University (1st and znd editions, 1898 and 1899); 
and perhaps elsewhere. 

A small copper~plate · engraving based on this Burgis~Price prjnr1' 

,vithout the road and any of the fignres~ and without the historical 
description, appeared in the issue of .rhe Columbian Magazine for De-
cember~ 1788. This latter engraving served in turn as the base for a 
colored aquatint in the quarto cditjon (Mi]an 1 1826) and a colored 
line engraving in the octavo edition (Florence, 1 82 7) of F crrario Js 

:1. It might be noted that the issues of Bonner 1s 'New Plan .9f ye Great Town of 
Boston' of 17431 1760, and t769 each bore the long engraved imprint, prcvjously 
indicated, in which the Prospect was ad veni.sed, but this naturally does not represent 
evidence that the fatter was still a wila ble in l 760 or 1 769. · 

• 
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II costume antico e moder11.o, and for a lithograph in Peirce's History 
of Harvard University (Cambridge, 183 3) .. 1 

A few words concerning William Price have already appear~d in 
connection with the pr~viously described Burgis ''iew. .ru there 
noted~ he seems to have been an eminent and respectable citizen, and 
when William Loring ,Andrews calls both him and Bakewell (the 
reissuer of Burgis1s South Prospect of Ne,v York) 'neither more nor 
less th an a couple of cons cicnccless picrure pirates,' 2 he is evident! y, 
as so often~ merely dra,ving on bis imagination v{ithout basis in fact. 
There is nothlng to indicate that Price was 1:1ot the actual o,vner of 
the plate when the print was first issued in 172 6. Even if not the 
owner then, there is nothing to indicate he was not the O\vner in 1 7 4 3 . 
And it should be notecl that the original plate in no place bore any 
name either of delineator or engraver.. Burgis's name appeared only in 
the dedication, and it would seem entirely ethical for a nc,v publisher •. 
to use his own name in such a. spot.. 1 

The Burgis-P.rice View is sho\\rn in Plate VII; reproduced from the 
copy of the print preserved in the Library of Congress. · It will be 
noted that in chis copy the advertisement at the bottom of the print is 
very largely intact. 

For references to this Burgis-Price View see those already given 
under the Burgis View. 

I 

4t Bllrgis-Price View of Boston 1743 

(PJ ate VIII) 
Inscription~ 

Cambridge Town & Co1Ieges. 

IT has already been noted in connection with the original Burgis 
,:Prospect of the Colledges' that on r7 Joly 172 5 Thomas Selby and 1 

William Price fust offered for sale 'A South East View of ye Great 
Town of Boston in New England in Amcrica 1' drawn by 1J/illiam 
Burgis, then residing in Boston, and eng~aved by John Harris of 
London.. Subscriptions had first been solicited on 2 3 December_ r 7 2 3 
after some t\Vo )rears had already been l.lnsuccessf ull y spent in obtain-

1 D ct.ailed -accounts of these derived views will appear in proper chronologh::al 
order later in this study .. 
· • A Pro_spect of the Col/edges~ p. 16. 

. ' 
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ing subscribers for a proposed engraving of a North E;ast Pr9spect of 
the town taken from Noddles Island., also drawn by l~urgis. The 
South East Vie\v was dedicated by the publishers to Samuel Shute, 
Governor of Massachusetts at the time. It measures 5 o. 1 5 x 2 1 inches. 
In the lower margin are fifty numbered references to various buildings 
and other features! The only knqw11 copy of this first state of the 
earliest and most important view of Boston is in ,the Stokes Collection 
at the New Yark Public Library. 4 

A restrike of this early view was issued a.bout 1736 with ad~itions 
pasted on to bring it np to that date. The only known copy of this 
second state seems to be in the British !v1usenm. . 

In neither of these two states is there any indication of Harvard 
College. 

A third state of the vie'"r was: issued by William Price . in 1743, 
probably in September (see Vjew No. ·3 preceding). On this tn.ird 
state - which no,v has sixty references in the lower margin - appears 
near the upper rightr--hand comer a small view of the College buildings, 
with the Meetinghouse of the First Church and surrounding houses, 
bearing the capti6nt 1Cambridge Town & Colleges.' The buildings are 
cut on the origjnal plate and are not in the form of separate engravings 
paste~ on the original vie,v. 1 Copies of this third state are in the 
possession of the American Antiquarian Society; Boston Public Li-
brary., Massachusetts Hjstorical Society, Ivletropolitan Museum of Art 
(H. F. du Pont Collection), and i1r Henry L. Shatruck4 A repro-
duction by lithography was made for E. Whitfield by At Tompkins, 
3 8 Cornhill, Boston, in 1 848, from the copy now in the Boston Public 
Liorary. This lithograph in mm provided the basis for an Alberty·pe 
reproduction made by the Forbes Company in J88o. A very much 
reduced 'heliotype, f ron1 the An ciquarian So ciety,s cop}7 , appeared in 
Winsor's Memorial 1-Jistory of Boston ('Boston, r 8 8 r). Reproductions 
of this state also are to be found in the two books on Boston Common 
by Mary Farwell Ayer (Boston~ 1903 and 1910)4 

The view of the College needs no special comment because it is 
mere] y a miniature of the origjnal Burgis vi e,v, which ,vas itself being 
re-issued by Price at this time, probably sin1ultaneously with this 
South East View I Th.is fact probably gave him the idea of putting 
the College into the ]arge Boston view. 

1 The presence of the: College buildings on this third stn te was drawn to my a tten-
tion by .i\1r Ch ~1 es D. Childs+ 
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The Meetinghouse - large enough to be seen in considerable detail 

- was the third occupied by the First Church, replacing in 1706 the 
one purportedly shown in the Franquelin viC\v, nnd replaced in•tum 
in 17 56 by the more famifiar one tom do,vn in 183 3. This is the-only 
representation that exists of the 1706 building, ,vhich like its predeces-
sors and successors bore such an important part in the life of the Col-
lege. Facing the south, it stood on Watch House Hill just ,to the~ 
south of its successor and southwest of the present Lehman Hall. 
The earlier house erected in 1650 had become so dilapidated that the -
inhabitants voted on 12 July 1703 to proceed to the erection of a new 
one and 9.ppointcd Captain Andrevl Belcher, Thomas .. Brattle~ John 
Leverett, Colonel Francis Foxcroft, Deacon Walter Hastings, Cap-
tain Thomas Oliver, and William Russell ca committee to advise and 
consider the model and charge of building said meeting-house.' On 
6 December 170 5 it was 'voted that tqc sum of two hundred and eighty 
pounds be 'levied on said inhabitants, 1 for the purpose. On z8 Sep-
tember J 703 the Corporation voted that 'the Sum of Sixty pounds be 
Allowed out of the <Jolledg Treasury towds the building a New Meet-
ing house in Cambridg., i Again, on 6 August 17061 it was 'Voted 
that l\1 t I_.Jeverett wth the treasurer take care for the building of a Pew 
for the, Presidents Family in the meeting I-louse now a building, & 
about the Smdents Seats in Said meeting House. the Charge of the1 

Pe\\ 7 to be Defrawed out of the Colligc Treasury.' The house was 
duly raised and opened for worship on I 3 October 1706. , 

In 1 7 1 7 an upper gallery was installed, giving the building as seen 
jn the vie\V; the Corporation on 6 September r 7 17 voting that tthe 
College wilbe ready to allow out of the Trea.sury one Se,.,.enth p1 of 
the Charge of raising the Meeting house, and erecting an upper Tier 
of Galler}TS; Provided, The Frontier Gallery thnt No,v is1 ,vth the 
·nvo Wings, shal, as of right it ought to be, and as their necessity calls 
for it, be Surrendred. to the Use of the Scholars, and So much room 
in the Side Gallery contiguous to the Front ~Gallery af ore~d, as Shalbe 
equall to a Seventh pt of the New Gallerys ,vt:h shalbe Erected~ be de--
clared and Entred in the Town Book of Records as the Right and 
pportionable pt of the = Meeting-house belonging to the College and -

L 

.1. For these votes see Paige~ H istoty of Can1bridge, p.. : 86, 
This and following votes o.f the Corporation regarding the First Church a.pp ear 

jn 'Harvard College Recordsi' Pub.. Col. S oc4 Mass'"' XV and XVI~ cxrii ( n. 4) 1 3 7 [, 
376t 417, 757, 
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deliver' d to the Use of the ~d College, as there shalbe Occasion therefor: 
The sd p1 of the sd Side .. Gallery to be taken & Set off square from front 
to Rear.' 

The College again contributed one seventh of the cost of extensive 
repairs made to the lvleetinghouse in 1 746. Finally the house was torn 
down in 17 56, to be replaced by the fourth Meetinghouse, which ,vas 
raised on 17 November 1756 and to which the College also con-
tributed a portion of the cost. This j s described in the account of 
the Warren View (No. 7) following .. 

The third state of the Burgis-Price View of Boston as shown here-
with in Plate VIII is reproduced from the Shattuck copy" through the • 
courtesy of the owner.. · 
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(To be continued) 
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